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minable, and Murderers, and Whore-mongers A 
Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all Lyars fo wo 
their part in the Lake , which burneth with Fire | .| 
and Brimſtone ;, which i the ſecond Death, 
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To the Reader. | 
4 T- occaſion of my Writing theſe ſew Sheotf 


| concerning theſe three great Burnings , was 
; the breaking forth of ſuch Flames = 
| Streams of Fire the laſt Tear at the Mouth 
and ſides of Krna , or Mount Gibel , being willing to 
take hold of any 6ccaſion , eſpecially ſo ſutable as this 
| to awaken Sinners , that they might endeavour their” 
eſcape from the future pam everlaſting burnings of ; 
[ wv Hell, and this I thought the rather to do, becauſe w- 
f & the Relation given us of thoſe ſtupendous burnings of 
| Atna,the hand of the Lord was not in the leaſt minded, 
| his Name not once mentioned , and no improvement 
| & thevelf at all attempted by him , or them that drew up 
the Narrative which to me ſeemed a ſhame , and 
— quickned me (when others who might have done it better 
5 were filent) in my endeavours to make ſome advantage 
- ef this Providence for the good of Souls. The chief of 
what I had drawn ap was ſeveral Months ſence , which 
| Tparpoſed to Preach upon in the courſe of my Miniſtry, 
as an Appenaix nnto the Doitrine of Contrition ,, but 
being diverted from that Subje't by ſome ſevearer and 
threatning Providences , I leoked upon my ſelf as called 
K& at that time rather to Preach npon ſuch Subjets might 
<Z tend tothe ſupport of Gods people under theſe ſufferings 
. which they were like to undergo,if they wonld perſeveer 
in his ways. Thus my Papers were laid aſide and laid 
.* #ſleep, and I did think, to he themin my Cloſet , and 
A2 never 2 
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4 wever fo [fer them ro come forth intethe light ; But © 
 fnce the Fires which have broken forth of late in the 
City, and Snburbs, and Southwark; and the general 


—_— of fear of Fire npon the Sptrits of London's 
Inhabitants , I thought it might be ſeaſonable at this 


Pime to treat of Burnings , that (o I might prevail with - 


all in danger , eſpecially the Inhabitants in and about 


London , that if they ſhould not eſcape the burnings of 


their Houſer here (for the preventing of which all d:- 
ſipence ſhould be uſed) yet that they would above all 
fon s endeavour to eſcape the burning of their Perſons 
Tn th everlaſting flames of Hell ,, If this little Book be 


. Made vſe of , by the Lord to keep any of you ont of Hell 


God all the praiſe , and be minafal at the T hroxe 
Grace of him: who prajeth for the Salvation of all 


Thomas Vincent. 
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Fire and Briznſtone from Hea- | 
ven, in the burning of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 
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. Fire and Brimftone , »and an barrible T ene 
 " this ſhall be the portion of their Cup, "rata 
26588 
CHAP: 1. $4 
Þ ; ©; KJ7=0 W 
The Text opened,'and a general Dattrine obſerved. -3 
He Lord is known by the jolly 
ments which He -executetht,. _ 
| | 2 whereby he giveth Sinners to. © 
| KF underſtand even in this World; 
that , as he is paticgt and long- 


-,j| and p—_ , and that he can be angry , andex- 
1 is ger in furious rebakes , when by fin he. 


<6 

SA . 
ded 
Sb 


# +» 
4 i x0 


o 
" wt # * 
. MIL 2.4 RG b 4. tk 2 x 
of « 9X ©9444 ed 
III INNS, + s SE © 9 TS 
©. "WE + S . C 


"ax > 
Ds 
2 


” 2. Fire ans Brimſtone from Heaven, in 


I f oh 
W073 
4 ye 
Mb ai 


"2 


A 
o % * , 
 » 
RE) 


_ : S 


moſt dreadful judgements, the expreſlions of his an- 

r are by Fire, eſpecially by Fire mingled with 
brintone Sach ſhowers of Fire and Brimſtone God 
doth threaten to rain upon the wicked inthe Text : 


Upon the wicked he ſhall rain Snares, Fire,and Brim-. 


fone and an horrible Tempeſt , this ſhall be the portion 
of th:iy Cup. | 
In this Pſalm is fet forth firſt (the thatred and in- 
dignation of the wicked towards the righteous, 
which is expreſſed berh in their ſcoffing at them, 
and their preparing the bow , and arrow to ſhoot 


and deſtroy them. Ver. 1. 2; 2. the hatred and 
-- Indignation of God towards the wicked, which is 
- expreffed in his threatning to rain Snares, Fire, and 


"-;miſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt upon them to 
devour them. Ver. 5. 6. Upon the wicked, ) that 


+18, uponall the wicked who go on till in their treſ- 
; Paſſes, eſpecially ſuch as are haters and perſecutors 


of . the righteous. He ſpall rain Snares, that is, 
God will entangle and hold them fo faſt , even like 
Birds under the 1tnares and nets of the Fowler , that 
they ſhall not be able to fie from and eſcape the de- 
ftr:ion which he will bring upon them. Fire and 
Brimſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt. No Temp:ſt 
is more horrible , than a tcmpeſt of Fire and Þrim- 
ſtone, which God will rain on the wicked ;, thts 
hath an alluſion unto the real Fire and Brimſtone, 
miraculouſly Created by God, and rained down 
from Heaven upon the wicked Cities of Sogom and 


Gemorrah : ſomething like unto this God. threat- | 


neth in hisdeſtrutions of other.places. 7/a. 13-19: 
And Babylon , the glory of Kingdoms , the beauty of 
the Caldees excellercy, ſhall be , as when God over = 
threw Sodom and Gomorrah. dmes 4. 1t. 1 have 
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the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah. 3 
overthrown ſome of you, as Ged overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah. And if the wicked do eſcape real Fire 
and Brimſtone, and any temporal judgement, like it, 
on Earth; be ſure the Lord will rain an horrible 
Tempeſt -of fire and brimſtone upon them in Hell. 
This ſhall be the portion of their Cup. The Lord hath 
received a portion ,, and prepared a Cup for all the | 
children of Men ; he hath a portion of good things 
for the righteous, and he will give them ttfe Cup + 
of blefling and Salvation ; but he hath laid upa 
portion of evil things for the wicked , and will : 
pur into their hands the Cup of his Wrath and-* 
Curſe , he hath reſerved ruine and deſtruRion for | 
them by Fire and Brimſtone. 


RS +. 


Hence obſerve - RR 
Dot, That a» horrible Tempeſt of Fire and Brim«.. 
ſtone God threatneth to rain on the wicked , as their 
aeſerved portion. | 
I ſhall not here ſpeak concerning all the dread- 
full temporal judgements of God upon the wicked,.” 
which may have | ny ſimilitude unto deſtruction 
by Fire and Brimſtone. But treat concerning fire 
and brimſtone it ſelf, and the deſtructions of it, both 
what hath been, ard what ſhall be. 
My chief defign is as the Lord ſhall enable, to ſet; | 
forth Gods vengeance on the wicked , which fhal - *% 
be hereafter by Eterval tire and brimſtone in Hell, - 
in order to the awakening of ſleepy ſinners out of 
their carnal ſecurity , there being no greater a- 
wakening confideration in the whole Chriſtian Re- 
Hgion , than this of the certain danger , which all 
unbelieving finners are in of Hell Fire, and be-, 
cauſe fuckas are molt concern'd inthe Gage rib) 
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4: _ Fire and Brimftone from Heaver, in 

EZ, bardly brought to conceive, but moſt hardly in- 
= duc'dtoconfider this Fire, 1tbeing ſo far r:mov'd 
at preſ-nt from ſenſe, therefore by way of intro- 
duction unto the diſcourſe concerning the burn- 
ing of Hcl] , I ſhall treat firſt of the hre and brim-" 
tone which formerly was rained from Heaven, up- 
on the wicked Cities of Soaem and Gomorrah , Se- | 
condly, of the fire and brimſtone, which more late« 
Iy iſſued forth of the bowels of the Earth , in the 
laſt years eruption of Mount e/£tna , that hereby * 
| I may both facilitate the conception , and entice }/ 
? unto the conſideration of the fire-and brimſtone in | 
{- Hellf, which eternally ſhall burn the wicked, whoſe | 
portion that dreadful place is appointed to be. 


CHAP. IL 


i "The Hiſtorical Introduttion unto the fudgement 
of Sodom. 


DJ Readful were the ſhowers of fire and brim- Þ 
ſtone, which came down from Heaven up- | 
On the wicked Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah ,  Ad- 
wth and Zeboim ,, the Hiſtory whereof we have re- 
corded in the Scriptures (the moſt ancient,and moſt 
certain of all Hiſtories, ) where only this record is 
- Originally to be found. Bur before I ſpeak of this 
judgement, I ſhall give the Hiſto1ical Incroduftion 
toit, ſhewing what the Scripture relateth concern- | 
ing the places,and people,and ſome tranſaRions be- 
fore it's laſt ruine and deſolation by Fire from: f 
Heaven. *LSq : 
The firſt notice we have of Sodom is in the 1 3th.” 
Chaprtcr of Geneſis, It was inthe carly yeers of 
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- They are invaded by four great Kings: namely, 2 
' fir gphol!, Arioch, Chedarlaomer, and Tidal, becauſe . 2 
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the burning of Sodom aud Gomorrah. «xy © 3 
the World that Sodom flouriſhed ; the finners of + = 
Sodom wire comemporary with Abraham the Fa- 
ther ©" the Faithtv] , none was ltke Abrahim upon 
the Earth for goodneſs, and none were like the 
Soaomites 1pon the Earth for wickedneſs , the Texe ' 
ſa'ch, they +. -refinners before the Lord exceeding- 
ly, v-r. 13. Weread that A#&--%am (had upon the 
cal: 05 Core, Forſaken his Fathers Houſe and Kind- 
re! , ard can 1910 Canaan with Li, his Brother 
F:.,r4''5 Son, who ſojourned together for a while 
in c©-44 Land , which.God promiſed to giveunto 
th- P:ſtcricy of Abraham for a poſſeſſion , here 
the weaith and ſubſtance , the Flocks and Herds 3 
toth of Avraham and Lot through God's bleſſin pool 
w:re cncreaſed greatly , inſomuch as they __ 
net lonyer live well _— , becauſe of the abug-; © 
dance of their Catre] , and ſone ſtrife which did 4 
ariſe between their Herdmen ; therefore Abraham, =: 
that all occaſions of contention might be avoided, 
deſires Lot to devide and ſeparate himſelf with his 
Cartel , and chuſc either the right hand or the left, 
and himſelf would take that way which he ſhould 
refuſe : Lot complyeth with this motion and rea- 
ſonable propoſition z and. lifting up his eyes, be- 
holdeth the Plains of fordan that they were well 
watered , even as the Garden of the Lord, and 
therefore, making choice of theſe Plains for his 
Cattel , he journeyeth Eaſt-ward towards Sodom, 
one of the Cities of the Plains , where himſelf did 
take up his habitation. > 

It was not long after Zot's ſojourning in the 3 
wicked City of Sodom, that Wars break forth, and *-7 
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6 Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven , in 

of their Rebellion againſt Chedarlaomer, whom they {| 
had ſerved twelve yeers before. The hiſtory of | K 
which Wars with the event thereof, we have in the 
14th. Chapter of Genefs. Againſt which Army | 
of the four Kings were gathered together the five | 
Kings of the Cities of the Plain an their people, t 
who joyned together in batte] with their enemies {| 
in the Vale of S:ddim : But the four Kings were too 
mighty for the five, and ſmiting them, obtained 
Victory over them : Whether the Army of the four” 
Kings were too numerous, or more Warlike and 
expert in battel; or whether the guilt of the people 
&, _- "under the five Kings weakened their bands , and 
>. :Enfezbled their Spirits, it isnot ſaid : but this we 
- may reaſonably judge that their fins were the cauſe 
#-. -- Of their overthrow, and tharGod did hereby warn {! 
'- them to repent and turn from the evil of their do- | 
ings, Iſt a worſe evil ſhould overtake and utterly 
deſtroy them. 

The four Kings having conquered and diſperſed 
the Army of the five Kings, they ſack the Cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah , and amongſt other captives 
they take Zor with his goods and depart. 

Abraham hath notice quickly by one that had 
eſcaped of theſe ſad tidings, and what had befallen 
Lot , and though he could not muſter.up ſo great 
force as to match theſe four great Kings in namber, 
yet becauſe of the great love which he did bare un- 
ro Lot, who for his ſake had come forth from a- 
monyft their own Kindred into Canaan with him, 
and being filled with courage, having as little black 
guilt within fo appale his ſpirit, as any man alive,he 

.armeth his three hundred and eighteen trained ſer- 
vants,and without any other help,only __ 
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purſueth theſe Kings laden with their rich booty, 
and in the night when they were drowned (it ma 


be) with ſleep and ſecurity , he deviderh hislirtle- , 4 


company and afſaulteth them ; which being fo ſud- 
den and: unexpeRed, and at ſuch time, when'the 


Hoſt of theſe Kings were unready and unprepared, 


they are ſtruck with dread and amazemefit, and 
withqut any great reſiſtance which we read of, 
they confuſedly flee before Avraham , who maketh 
a great ſlaughter amonsſt chem, and purſueth them 
to Hoba, Thus Abraham reſcueth Lot ,_and the 
Other captives out oftheir Enemies hand , and re, 


covereth all the goods which they had taken a+ | ; 


way. 4 
In Abraham's return with the ſpoils of theſe 


preat Kings , the King of Sodow, who had eſcaped 
in the batrel , cometh forth to meet him , who. 


maketh proffer unto him of all the goods which he 
had recovered, the perſons only cxcepted , bur A4- 
braham, what ever he had deſerved , yet would not 
accept 'of ſo much as the worth of a thred or ſhoe- 
latcher, of what had before belonged unto ſo wick- 
ed a people as the Sodomits were ; fearing pollibty 
that ſuch goods mingled with his own might prove 
like a Moth unto them ; howcver, he would not 
vive the King occaſion to ſay, or any to think tha 
Sodom*s goods had made Abraham rich. . 
This bringing back of the Sodomirs from captivi- 
ty and he wy "ns the King of Sodom beyond what 
he could have lookt for ,- by ſuch unlikely means, 


was a wonderfu] work of God, and laid a great 


obligation upon the Sodomires , notonly ro reſpet 


Lot, upon whoſe account Abraham” had thus ven« } 
OY | B 4 | tured: 
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the burxzing of Sodom and Gomorrah. "5 5 
and Manre, which were confederate with him; he_, 
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tured himſelf; but chiefly ro repent of ther fins 8- 


” gainſt God, who hd (piriced Abrakbam for this 


work, and delivered 75 4d thett enemies 1£t0 his 
hands, as Melchiz:ack, King of Salem, and Prieſt 
of the High God , who came forth tFracet Abra- 
ham, acknowledgeth with praiſe ang thankſgiving: 
how little the So2omites did anſwer their obligation 
either nnto God or Man , will appear in the 19th. 
Chapter of Geze/ic, where their fin and puniſhment 
1s ſet forth, 

But before this in the 'r 8th. Chapter we read 
that 45rabam having entertained three Angels , he 
afterwards bringeth them forward on their way 
which lay towards Sodom : the Chief and moſt ho- 
nourable of theſe Angels,being the Son of God, the 
Angel of the New-Covenant , ſtaying behind the 
other two Angels who went onwards towards $9- 
fm , revealeth nnto Abraham: what he was abour 
ro do unto Sodom, giving him to underſand chat 
the cry of Syas9 and Gomorrah was great, and their 
fins exceeding grievous , and that naw he was go- 
ing down to viſit them for their ſins : whether he 
revealed to him what manner of deſtruction he in- 
tended to bring upon them we have no mention , 
but whatever it were Abrahan 1s full of fears be- 
cauſe of Lot , and therefore interceeds with the 
Lord in the behalf of the place, as wicked as it was, 
ro prevent /:f poſſible) the ruine and deſtruction 
thereof, which was threarned. 

Abraham knew of one righteous perſon, namely 
Zor , which was there, and ke hoped that there 
might have been others beſides him , if not of the 
. Guyyetin Lor's Family ; and therefors he maketh 

© bold co plead with the Lord , that he would nar 


_ deſtroy 
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would not ſeem jutt and right for the Judge of all 
the Earth to do, and firſt he prayeth, that if fifty 
zipghreous perſons were found in Sodom, the place 
might be ſpared for their ſakes, the Lord being 


| very gracious, readily promiſeth it ſhould be; ac- 


cording to his requeſt ; Abraham baving encovra- 
—_ from one grant, and fearing what the nutm- 
er of righteous perſons in Sodom might be,entreat- 
eth further , that if five were wanting of the fifty 
the place might not be deſtroved ; and having ob- 
cained his requeſt herein , he doth nor reſt but pro- 
ceeds to beg with expreſſions of low humility, that 
if but forty, and then if but chirty, and then if bur 
ewenty , and laſt of all if but ten righteous perſons 
were found there, that the Lord would ſpare the 
place for their ſakes. Abraham ſpeeds in his whole 
deſire, the Lord aſſuring him , chat he would noe 
deftroy the place, if he found ſo many as ten righte- 
ous perſons therein; and Abraham leaves. off asking, 
before the Lotd giveth any denial unto his ſuit ; and 
though Abraham did not requeſt it , yet the Lord 
himſelfdid reſolve it, that not one rightrons perſon 
ſhould be conſumed in the iniquity of the Ciry,and 
therefore as he ſent Anpels thither to deſtroy the 
place : ſo they had a commiſſion to ſave righteous 
Lot and his Family , as we may fee. in the 19th. 
Chapter. | | : 
The two Angels were now come in the evening 
unto Sedow, whilſt Zoj providentially was fitting 
inthegate, who ſeeing them enter, riferiiup from 
his ſcat and meereth chem , and bowing himfelf to- 
ward the ground,entreateth the favour of them that 


they would be his pueſts that nighc, through his 
Ben : | imp Ot-. $ F 


the buraing of Sodom and Gomorrah. - - :g. "a 
deſtroy the righteous with the wicked, becauſe this .. * 
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zmportunate requeſt (they refuſing at firſt) he pre- 
yaileth with them , and ſo bringeth them home ro 
his houſe, where he entertaineth them with a feaſt. 
They had not been long in Zor's Honſe , before the 
Houſe was beſet by the Men of the City, upon no- 
tice of two extraordinary perſons that were there 
pollibly the bodies which thoſe Angels had aſſumed 
were very beautiful to the eye , and full of ſparkling 
luſtre, being inform'd by ſuch glorious ſpirits; and 
this might entice the beaſtly , or rather worſe than 
beaſtly Juſts of the S NS, enflame them with 
burning deſires of committing that filthy fin with ' 
them, which is not fit to be nam'd ; theſe defires 
bring the chief part of the City, old and young 
from every quarter unto Lot's houſe , who when 
they were come, they require him to bring forth 
thoſe Men (as they ſuppoſed them to be) that they 
might ſatisfie their Juſts upon them. Lot looking 
upon this as a piece of inhumanity and abominable 


. wickedneſſe, to offer ſuch injury unto {trangers, 


that he got forth of his door, and with fair words 
endeavoureth.to perſwade them therforbearance of 
this wickedneſs ; yea, he 1s ſo far tranſported with 
defire of ſaving his gueſts from the filthy luſts of - 
the Sogomits , that inconſiderately he endeavours 
ro divert them , by making proff:r of both his Vir- 
gin-davghters to them whe uſed , or miſ-uſed by 
them as they pleaſed , fo that his gueſts might be 
ſpared. | | 

* But the Sodomnits are fully bent upon their wicked= 
nefs, and deafning their ears againſt his propoſal, 
they preſs in upon Lot ; and threatning to deal 
worſe with him chan'with them , thcy attempt ro 
break open his door. _ The Angels ſeeing what dan- | 
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the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah. © Tt 
ger Lot was in amongſt the furious and luſtfalmul= > 
ritude , put forth their hand$ and pull Lot ints his . 
houſe; and withall , putting forth the power the 
] Lord had given them , they ſmite the Sodomits 

with blindneſs,ſo that they could not find the door, 
which notwithſtanding that judgement of blind- 
neſs upon their bodies, being pricked forward by 
their blind: and impetuous Juſts , they ſtill ſeek 
after. 

And now the ruine of Sodom 15 not far off , the 
Angels reveal unto Lot who they were, and that 
they were ſent by the Lord to deitroy Sodom, and 
the Neighbouring Cities, becauſe of the crying 
wickedneſs which was in them : therefore inquir. 
ing concerning his relations in that City, they bid 
him bring forth all that belonged to him ; accord- - 
| ingly Zo goeth forth and calleth upon his Sons in 
Law, and giveth them to underſtand what he had 
heard of the Angels, concerning the near deſtrg- 
ion of the City , and therefore warneth them 
with all expedition to haiten our of the place ; but 
Lot ſeemeth unto his Sons in Law as if he had 
mocked, and they give heed to none of his words. 

The day being come that Sodom and Gomorrah 
muſt be deſtroy'd,theAngels inthe top of the morn- 
ing haften Lo? to come forth , and whilſt he finger- 

' eth> they lay hold on his hands, and the hands of 

| his Wife and Davghters , and (the Lord being ' 

\Y merciful unto them) bring them forth , biddin 

\ himflee to the Mountain , andeſcape for his life, 

and not look back , leſt he ſhould be deſtroyed, 

which. his Wife offering ( notwithitanding the 

warning) to do, was turned into a Pillar of Salt , 

Lot being full of fears entreateth for Zoar , and _ 
Pa a -/this 
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Fire and BrimFone from Heaven, in 


retire unto it , whalſt he brought deſtruRtion upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah , and the other Cities of the 
Plain. 


CH AP. TEL 


A genertl deſcription of Sodoms fudgement, togethey 
with the efficient can'e which was God ,, aud the 
'— meritoriens Cauſe, Sodoms fins. 


Fd Eing thus led by the clew or thr 
B ſtory, wearc at iength come to 10-04% 4 
moſt tremendous and dreadiu} Jadp-ment , wi «wa 
God executed uponSogom & Gomorrah, namely, that 
horrible tempeit of Fire and Brimſtone, which the 
Lord rained upon thoſe wicked Cities for their ſins, 
the relation and deſcription whereof we have Ges. 
19. from the 23d. Ver. to the zoth. The Sax 
was riſen nptrthe Earth, when Lot entered into Zoar. 
T ben the Lord rained #pon Sodom and Gomorrah 
Brimſtone and Fire from the Loyd out of Heaves : 
And he everthrew thoſe Cities , andall the Plain, and 
al the Inhabitants of the Cities , and that which grew 
#p0y the ground, And Abraham gat Ap early 1% the 
morning to the place where he ſtood before the Lord , 
ana he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and to- 
ward a! the Land of the Plain, audbeheld, and lo the 
whe of the Conntrey went up, as the ſmoke of a 
Frnace. And tt came to pdſſe when God deſtroyed 
*the Cities of the Plain,that God remembred Abraham, WV 
#nd [ent Lot ont af: the midſt of the overthrow , when |} 
he overthrew the Cities wherein Lot dwelled. ' | 
In treating of this ſubje contevning the burn» 
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the burving of Sodom and Gomorrah. | 13» 8 
ing of Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and brimſtone, - 
I ſhall ſpeak: = KC 
Fir#, Of the cauſe of this Judgement. _—_ 
Secondly , Of the Judgement ir ſelf. i 
Thirdly, Of perſons on whom it was inflicted, =® 
and how they were aff.ed. 2 
Foxrthly , Oi the perſons that eſcaped. ... 
Fifthly , Ofthe SpeRarors, 
Laſtly, Of the uſe and improvement which we 
may make of 1t. 


"* 


, 
Concerning the cauſe of this Fudgement ,, The efficient 
cauſe was God , The meritorious cauſe 
was Sodoms fins. | 


Fir#t, The efficient caufe of the judgement of 
Sodom and Gomorrah was the Lord. Then the 
Lord raineg upon Sodom and Gomorrah Brimſtone 
and Fire from the Lord ont of Heaven. Every judge- 
ment , whereof there are fecond caufes in nature, 1s 
from the Lord ; but this judgement was miraculous 
and therefore the hand of the Lord was inc more 
ummediately ; It was beyond the power of any 
ſecond cauſes to effe& this great thing , and there- 
fore the Lord doth put forth bis own great power, 
and ſtretcherh forth his mighty arm, that he mighe 
Lake vengcance on the wicked Sodomits , who bad 
ſo highly provoked him by their ſins. It is ſaid Dear. *. 
29.23., The Lordoverthrew Sodom and Gomorrahz,.” - 3 
Admah and Zeboim 5 his anger aud in his wrath. Pa 2 

The Lord heard the cry of Sedsw's ſins, and was ' _- - 
wrath, a fire of anger was kindled in his breaft, _*: 
and fury catne up into his face ,, therefore girding 
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14: Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven, in. 

- himſelfwith faming vengeance, as with a gitment 
he came done , to plead with this ungodly and 
. wicked people for their ſins , rendering his rebukes 
in ſuch a way as never before was heard of. It was 
the day of the Lords recompence , the day of his 
wrath and fierce anger, a day of trouble and di- 
ſtreffe , of waſting and deſolation: It was a day in 
which the Lord was revealed from Heaven in 
flaming Fire, to take vengeance upon the Sodomits, 
whom he puniſhed with a moſt fearful deſtruRion, 
devouring thoſe wicked Cities by the fre of his jea- 
louſte , rhat he might make a ſpeedy riddance of all 
the ſinners which dwelled in them. The Lord rained 
po Sodom 41d Gomorrah Brimftone aud Fire from 
the Lord out of Heaven. By the Lord on Earth we 
afe to underſtand the Son of God , the ſecond moſt 
glorious Perſon in the Trinity ; by the Lord in 
Heaven , we are to underſtand the Father, the firſt 
Perſon , who hath committed all Judgement unro 


the.Son, oh. 5. 22. From whom he received power . 


ro execute the appointed vengeance on wicked So- 
dom. . 

_ Secondly, The miritorious cauſe of the Judge- 
ment upon Sodom and Gemorrah was the fins of 
thoſe wicked Cities , when the Lord arifeth from 
His place to take vengeance upon a Nation , eſpe- 
cially in ſome notable and remarkable judgement, 
Hes firſt exceedingly provoked hereunto by the fins 
of that people. It 1s ſaid Gez. 13.13. that the men 
sf Sodom were wicked, and ſinners before the Lord 
exceedingly. They extceded all other Nations in 
their fins, and therefore they exceeded all other 
Nations in their puniſhment, nd Chap: 18. 20; 
Teread th? cry of SOdom 41d Gomorrah was grears, 
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and their fin was very | 4g It was not thgir -  . * 


prayers which ſent up ſuch a cry unto Heaven , no 
they were wholly irreligious and Ungodly : bur ir 
was their ſins , likethe blood of Ave! which cryed 
from the ground for vengeance on him that ſhed ir; 
the cry of Sodows fins was ſo loud , that it came 

into Gods ears, and would give him no reft until 
he came down to puniſh : Their fin was very grie- 
vous ; not only grievous unto righteous Lot, who 
was vexed with the filthy converſation of the 
wicked , 2 Pet.2.7. But it was moſt grievous unto 
the moſt Holy and Righteous God, it was as 2 
heavy load upon him grievous and hard to be 
boarn , it grieved God as 1t were to the heart , and. 


therefore he doth eaſe himſelf of the burden of their 


Sin,by ſuffering it to fall down with a heavy weight 
upon themſelves, ſo as to cruſh and deſtroy them 
together, | 
There are five ſins of Sodom ſpoken of together,; 
Ezek, 16. 49, 50. Behold this was the iniquity of thy 
ſifker Sodom , Pride , fullneſs of Bread , and abun- 
dance of  Taleneſs was in her, andin her Daughters ; 
that is her neighbour inferiour Cities , »e:ther did; 
ſne ſtrengthen the hand of the poor and needy. An: 
they were haughty , and committed abomination before 
me , therefore I twk them away as I ſaw good. The 
Sins were : | ; 
Firſt, Pride and Haughtineſs. 
' Secondly, Fulneſs of Bread. 
Thirdly, Abundance of Idelnefs. 
_. Foxrthly, Unmercitulneſs to the Poor. 
. Fifthly, Abomination, 


_ The firſt Sin of Sodom was Prife and Hanghrneſs, 
Pyov. r6. x$. Prige goeth befers ocſtrutitoa, and & 
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16 Fire and Brimftone from Heaven, it 
haughty ſpirit before a fall. The Pride and havghti- 
neſs of the Sodomirs did diſcover it felf in their car- 
rlage towitrds Lor, Ger. 19. 7, 9. Lot is meek an 
humble, he ſpeaketh fairly- and kindly : J pray you 
Brethren dv nit ſo wickedly : Burt they are high rough. 
and very haughty in their anſwer. - 4nd they ſaid 
ſtand back, and they [aid again, this one fellow Came 
i» to ſojourn,and he will needs be a fnage. As if they 
ſhould have ſaid : Pray who are you that take upon 
you to ſpeak thus unto us ? ds you know whom you ſpeak. 
to? you are abold and ſaucy fellow to rell us of wickea-' 
ves; Will you neeas be our fuage ? ſhall we indeed 
be juag'd by ſuch a fellow as you ? pray ſtay untill we 
make choice of you and place you in that office : ſhall we 
\ ſubmit dur ſelves tobe judged by'one ſo contemprible ? 
No, no, we will never endare it , it 1s below our birth 
and breeding to be eurb'd by any one , eſpecially by you, 
who are a ſtranger , andof ſuch a low ſpirit avaare not 
Join with 5 ix the way and prattice of our City : We 
will deal worſe with you than with them, we wi// 
make you know that we are your betters, and that we 
have power in our banas to bring you to your knees, and 
to tread you wHnder our feet , that we can do both with 
you and yours what we pleaſe: we have been often pro- 
Voked by you before , now we will forbeas yo longer but 
make you to feel as well as to ſec iw what diſdain we 
have taken all your reproofs of our converſation. Pride 
| ' was grown to a great heigth in Sodom, 1t was mon-, 
WF: ſtrouſly great and big-bellied , concelving and 
| +: bringing forth many Daughters, ſuch as Hatred, 
'1 Malice, Envie, Revenge, Wrath, Strife, Conten- 
tion, Bitterneſs, evil ſpeaking,Slanders, Backbiting, 
Whiſperings, Tumults,Brawls.Blood, and thelike ; } 
theſe and many gtlgg ding arg phe produRt of "ol | 
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and haughrineſs, all which we have reaſon to think 
did exceedingly abound in theſe exceeding wicked 
Ciries of Sodom and Gomorras. | 

The ſecond fin of Sodom was Fulneſs of Bread. 
By Bread we are to underitand all fort of food, arid 
not only meat, but drink too, as Math. 6. 11. Give 
5 this day our dayly Bread : By fulneſs of bread is 
not meant plenty of food , this being Gods gift, 
and none of mans ſin to have ir, and to make ufe of 
ir mbderately ; but hereby we are to underſtand 
the Sodomits exceffive filling themſelves, their ex- 
ceſfive eating unto gluttony , and excellive drink- 
ing unto drunkenneſs : They pampered the fleſh, 
and nouriſhed themſelves as the Ox is nouriſhed 
againſt the day of ſlaughter , ſome reſemblance 0 
their Sin was in the Iſraelites ſpoken of , .'m, 6. 
4,5, 6. That lay upoa Beas of Ivory , and ſtretched 
themſelves on their Conches, and eat the Lambs out of 
the Flock, and Calves out of the midſt of the Stall : 
T hat chaited to the ſound of the Fiol , that drank Wine 
in Bowls , and Anointed themſelves with the chief 
Ointments, 

They were ſuch as thoſe againit whom the wo is 
pronounced, 1/a. 5. 11, 12. Wo untothem that riſe 
up early in the morniag , that they may follow ſtrong 
drink, and continue wntill night , rill Vine enflame 
them : And the Harp andthe Vidl , the Tabret aud 
Pipe arein their Feaſts , but they regard not the work, 


of the Lerd, neither conſider the operation of his hands. 


It is likely the Sodomits had been Feaſting and Re- 
velling, drinking and catowſing that day which 
the Angels came into their Ciry , and their luſts 
being enflamed with their exceſſes, they gather in 
troops unto the Houſe;of hr” ,” to commit their in- 
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18 Fireand Brimſtone from Heaven, in 
tended outrage. But God is provoked, to cut off 
all proviſions for their fleſh, which they had ſo 
much abuſed, and to cut them off too for their in- 
temperance. ; 

The third Sin of Sodom was Abunaarce of Iale- 
neſs. Idle perſons did abound in that City , and 
there was abundance of 1dleneſs in thoſe perſons ; 
they ſat down to eat, and drink, and roſe up to 
play ; they were buſie and active indeed 1n the ſer- 
vice of the Devil, but cither they lived without any 
particular Calling many of them, or were very 
flothiul and negligent therein. Had they been di- 
ligently employed in their Callings that day as the 
Angels vidited Let , they would have had more 
minde to reſt themſelves in their own houfes, than 
to diſturb {rangers in anothers Houſe ; but they 
.bcing ſo generally idle , and an idle crew of them 
got together , upon- notice of the ſtrangers enter- 

'tainment in Zot's houſe, for want of better emploi- 
ment, they attempt this wickedneſs. The Sodomits 
did not only watt their wealth and ſtrength , but 
alſo their precious time in Luxury , and this pro- 
voked the Lord to putan end to their time , which 
they made fo little account of. 

The fourth Sin of Sod:m was Vnmercifulneſs to 
the Pur. They ſtrengthned not the hands of the 
poor and needy , they had poor and needy perſons 
amonelt tliem, but they did neither ſtfengthen 
their hands, nor comfort their hearts by-diltribu- 
fing relicf unto them , they conſumed ſo much up- 
on thcir luſt, that they had nothing to fpare for the 
poor , at leaſt they had no heart to give any thing 
for the ſupply of their necellitjes ; the cry of the 
peorit is likely, with their other fins came vp into 
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the baining of Sodom aud Gomorrah. © 19 
Gods ears , and the Lord hath threatned , 7am. 2. 
13. He ſhall have judgement without mercy, that hath 
ſbewead no. mercy. Eon: 

The fifth and chief Sin of Sodom was Abomt#ation, 
And they committed Abgmination before me, 
therefore I took them awify asI ſaw good. This 
word Abomination isa general word, and may be 
attributed to the fore mentioned Sins, which are an 
abomination in the ſight of God, but ordinarily 
it is attributed in Scripture unto the greateſt and 
moſt hainous Sins, and amoneg{t others, yea above 
| others to the ſin of Idolatry : this Sin no doubt the 

Sqgdomits were guilty of , however it is not made 

mention of, neither doI think that Sin is implyed 

in the word Abominatiou here , inſomuch as theri 
the Earth was full of Idolatry , and the Sodomuts 
were not worſe herein (as we read of) than other 

Nations , but (I conceive) by Abomination'we are 
{ to underſtand the abominable Hylthineſs of the So- 

domits, for which they are branded by the Apoſtie 

7ud. ver, 7. Even as Sodom 4nd Gomorrah , and 

th: Cities about them,tn like manner giving themſelves 
q over to fornication , and going after ſtrange fleſh, are 

ſet forth for an example, &c. They gave themſclves 

o | over unto fornication ; even as the Gentiles are 
e I} ſaidtodo. Eph. 4.19. Who being paſt feeling, have 
S | given thewſclues over unto ZLaſciviouſneſs , to work, 
n | a4 uncleanneſs with greedineſs. God had given them 
- up, and they had given up themſelves unto the ſer- 
vice-of their Luſts, they were generally addicted 
unto unclearneſs , and hae not only to Formcati- 
on and Adultry , bur it is ſaid, they uſted after 
ſtrange Fleſh , ſuch was their luſt and uncleannels. 
J a5 we have deſcribed; Row. - 24; 26-E7: We: 

Ws | | _ 
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| itt they did diſhonour their own bodies between 
themſelves , the men through vile affections, 'lea- 
ving the natural uſe of the Woman, burned in their 
luſts one towards another , men with men working 
that which is not only unſeernly co be practiſed, bur 
alſo unſeemly ro be named , or more particularly 
deſcribed. The Sin ſince that time hath obtained 
the name of Sodomy.1t being ſo general in that place, 
inſomuch as when the Angels came to Sodoms , they 
would have been ur.cieen with the very Angels, this 
provoked the Lord to render to them the recom- 

pence for ſuch abominable Filthineſs as was meet. 
- Beſides theſe Sins of the Sodomits , we may col- 
Ie from the Hiſtory ſeveral aggrevations of thefr 

Sins, which did exceedingly ripen them for ruine. 
The firſt aggravation of the Sodomits Sins, was 
their Impenitency. Although Nizeveh was threat- 
ned with ruine,anc. that within forty days, yet up- 
on their repentance; at the Pr-aching of 70nah, God 
repented of the evil threatn:d , and deſtroyed them 
not, as 1n the Book of 7onah. And if Sodom had 
repented of their Sins , and turned from theirevil 
ways , if they had waſhed and made themſelves 
clean, and put away the evil of their doings from 
before Gods eyes, God would have turned from 
the feirceneſs of his diſpleaſure , and though their 
Sins were of a Scarlet and Crimſondy , yet they 
ſhould have been blocted our andwaſhed away, 
and made like Snow or Wool! : but this was the 
aggravation of all their other wickedneſs, that they 
were inſenſible and bard-heartcd , their conſcierces 
were feared as with a hot Iron, ſo that they had no 
feeling nor remorſe. There was a Preacher of righ- 
teoufneſs amongſt them; namely righceous Lor,who 

: TOE: reproved 


ie. 


zen reproved them ſo _— and roundly for their 
2a. Ungodly practices, and filthy converſation, that 
eir they tell him he would needs make himſelf a Judge; 
ng i unto which he added his own blameleſs converſa- 
Dur tion”, and forb:arance from ſuch intemperance and 
ly riot as they did run into; Bur the Sodomits ſlight 
ied all Lot's ſayings , they deafen their ears againſt his 
CC, reproots, and will be Jed by none of his example ; 
ey | nothing prevails wich them to repent. 

his | The ſ-cohd aggravation of the Sodomirs Sins 
m- | was th-ir [zcorrigibleneſs , As it was ſaid of the 
 |F Jews aſt:rward, fer. 5. 3. Soit might have been 
ol- ſa'd of the Sodomirs then , Though God had ſtricken 
&r | them, yet they did not grieve, though Ged had conſumed 
ow; them , yet they refuſed to receive correction. They 
vas | vid not take warning by leſſer judgements, ſo as to 
at= | bÞe corre&ted and amended thereby; They were 
p- F inviten before their enemies, their City not lon 
od F »betore had been ſackt , their goods taken away,an 
em | rhemſeives were Iced into Captivity , with cheir 
ad Y Wives and Children , and yet they were inſenfible - 
vil | of their Sins , the cauſe of all this evil that came - 
ves | upon them, and we? ſo tar from being bettered 
»m | hereby, that they grew worſe than they were be- 
2m | fore. 

er | The third aggravation of the Sodomits Sins was. 
ey 4 theirlngratitude,They were not onlyungratefu] unto 
y, Lot, upon whoſe account Abraham did deliver them. 
he out of the hands of their enemies , which not only 
ey laid an obligation of reſpect to Lot upon themas 
ces | long as they liv'd: but chiefly they were ungrateful 
no unta God, the Author of this deliverance by Abr8. 
h- bam , and who moreover had been very bountiful. 


unto them, in giving them ſuch a place of 
res C 3 | 
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22 Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven, 6 
pleaſure for their habitation , that it was like unto 
the Garden of the Lord for fruitfulneſs, the greater 
Gods Mercy and Bounty to them, the greater was 
their ingratitude, and the more highly aggravated 
zweretheir Sins. | Eg 
\ The fourth aggravation of theSodomits Sins was 
the Uriver/ality of their Sins. There were no 
r-phteous perſons amongſt them , except 1t were 
Lot ard his Family ; they were generally corrupt, 
they were all droſs and no'Gold, alt Water and | 
no Wine . allwicked when Lot was departed ; As 
the Earth of old was filled with violence , ſo Sedom # 
then was filled with Filthineſs , which was very of- | 
fenſive unto the pure and Holy Eyes of God , and 
rovoked him todeſtroy them. . | 
The fifth aggravation of the Sodomirs Sins, was 
their Shamleſneſs. What was ſpoken of 1/-ael, | 


aſhamed , whea they had committed abomination ! yay 
they were not at all aſhamed , neither could they bluſh. 
W hen the Prophet would ſet forth the ſham leſneſs 
of 7dah's Sins , he compareth them unto Seger, 
fa. 3.9. The ſhew of their connteyance aoth witneſſe 
agairft them , they declare their Sin like Sodom they 
hide it net. None had more reaſon to bluſh and 
be aſhamed than ſuch filthy Sinners as they,and yet 
none were ſo little aſhamed : inſtead of being aſhi- 
med of their Sins, they gloried in their ſhame. - 
The fixth aggravation of the Sodomits Sins was 
theit Secnricy. They eat, they drank, they bought, 
rlity ſolde , they planted , they builded , until the 
the: judgement d1d overtake them , Luke 19.28. 
They; were generally ſecure, though they had fo 


$ frincd , and by their Sing ſo highly pro- 
pe *s, - voked 
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voked the Lord to take vengeance upon them, = 
They put the evi} day far from them., . Let's Sons 
in Law although foretoid and forewarn'd by their - 4 
Father , would not believe it was ſo near, much* >, *-- 
«ſſe did the reſt of the Sodomits belicve any ſney%2, © 2 
thing , who had no intimation thereof -given*-*: 
unto them ; they lictle thought what a day wayuſd* - 
bring forth ; their impynity for a waile didens 
creaſe their ſecurity , and their ſecurity under the 
guilt of ſuch Heaven-dareing Sins , did aggravate 
their Sins exceedingly. _-;, _ THOR E 56:5 
And now the lults. of the; Sodomits having con- 
ceived and brought forth ſuch Sins , and ther Sing 
ſo aggravated, do arrive unto perfection, and they 
bring forth. death ;, Their iniquities now areful, 
and the Viols.of Gods; wrath aiſo are fyl; | and he 
poureth them down upon their headsjwhich leader 
unto the next,particular, to ſpeak ofthgJjudgerneut 
1t ſelf inflited upgn Soaam and Gomorpah,, | 
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A particalar deſcription of Sodom aud Gomorrah's 

burning by Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven. 


Sy wr the judgement it ſelf which-was in- 
ited on Sodom and Gomorrah.*. It was Fire 
and Brimftone which was rained down from Hea- 
yen upon thoſe Cities. The morning was clear. 
when Lot went forth of Seam, andthe Sun was 
riſen upon the Earth when he entered into Zoar : 
But then a ſtrange darkneſs did quickly fill the face 
of the Heavens, and hide the Sun from-the,view 
© 3 
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we may conceive tha the faſhion of theHigy 
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was altered, and that the clouds, which carried this 
horrible Tempeſt of Fire and Brimſtone in their 
*"'Bowels , were of another ſhape , than thoſe which | 
carry in them ordinary ſtorms of Rain or Hail, fj 
of Thunder and Lightning. Tt was over Sodom 
and Gomorrah that theſe dreadful clouds were ga- 
thered , which upon the command of the Lord 
brake aſunder, and it is likely with fearful lighten- 
ing, accompained with great cracks and amazing 
noiſe, as if Heaven and Earth , and Hell had been 
coming together , let down theſe flaming ſhowers, 
which ftrangely turned the Air into Fire, and with 
ſach irreſiſtibte violence beat upon the Houſes of 
the Sodomits , that they were foreed to yield unto 
the fury of theſe devouring flames. | | 
- ' This Rain probably was not in ſmall drops, like 
that whick falling upon the render Graſs, cauſeth it 
to ſpring forth and flouriſh; bur in great flakes of 
of ſcalding Sulphurious -matter enkindled by the 
breath of God : great ſhcets of Fire, it is likely, 
came down from Heayen , like the Flying Roll 
ſpoken f Zach. 5. 2,3, 4. the length whereof was 
iwenty Cubits, and the breath thereof ten Cubits, 
which ent -red into the: Honſe of the Thief and Falſe- 
ſwearer , ana conſumed the T timber thereof , and the 
Ftones thereof. So did theſe ſheets and rolls of fire 
fly about the Cities of Soaom and Gomorrah , and 
entered into the houſes of the unjuſt and profane, 
the filthy and unclean , ſmiting and conſuming In- 
habitants with their Habitations. This ſtorm of 
Fire and Brimſtone, coming down} with acommil- 
fion from God, to deſtroy the whole Place; doth 
arm ir ſelf with unexpreſlible rage and fury,and firſt 
fnilig=the heads and tops of all the houſes in the 
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City, ſetteth them on fire together, which mounting 
a great flame upward , and that mingling with the 
ſalphurious fire which came downward was exceed-! 


* ingly the more enraged , and we may conceive 
- that fromKhence came ſuch horrid blazes to the - 


eye, and ſuch dreadful roarings to the ear, as awa- 
kened all the wicked Inhabitans of the City out of 
their ſleep and ſecurity , and fille# them with un- 
conceiveable horrour- and perplexity , when they 
faw inevitable ruine ſo near unto them. 

Then the ſtreets of the City were filled with 
flames , and the Rain from Heaven, likely did raiſe 
Floods and Streams-of burning Brimſtone , which 
poured into the houſes on every fide ſuch fire as no 
Water could quench , no Stene Walls, norIron 
Bars or Gates could reſiſt or defend any of the In- 
habitans from being devoured thereby ; thus Gods 
hand did find out all his enemies in theſe vricked Ct- 
ties together , his right hand did lay hold on them 
that hated him, and took no heed to his Laws, and . 
making Sodem and Gomorrah as a fiery Oven in the 
time of his anger , he ſwallowed up all the Sinners 
of thoſe Places in his Wrath, and devoured them 
with this unquenchable fire ; the Place now is ltke 
a fiery Oven, or like a great fiery Furnace , the 
ſmoke of whofe flame was ſo great, that far and 
near it might be ſeen , concerning the horror of 
the Sodomits when compaſſed about with Flames, 
I ſhallgpeak more under the third particular, only 


here' add theſe things , which were remarkable in 


in this judgement. 
Firft, The ſtrangeneſs of it. FRET 
a , The ſuddenneſs and unexpectedneſs 
of 30; ©- + 6 GC - 
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T birdly, The dreadfulneſs of it. 

Firſt , This Judgement was very Strayge. It is 
the nature of Fire to aſcend towards Heaven , but 
here Fire gnd Brimſtone together do deſcend from 
Heaven, this is very ſtrange ; the Sodomits had an 
unnatura} Fire withinthem, and chey have an unna- 
tural Fire fent upon them, they luſt after Nr 
Fleſh, 7-d.7. And God puniſhed them wit 
ſtrange Fire, Job 31.3. 1s not deftruttion to the 
wicked, and a ſtrange puniſhment unto the workers 0 
Taiquity ? But of all ſtrange puniſhments , this 1s 
one of the molt ſtrange , never ſnch a rhing was 
heard of before, or hath been known ſince , as[ 
may apply. what AZoſes ſpeaketh on another occa- 
fton, Dent. 4. 32. Ake wow-'of the days which are 
paſt which were before , ſince Goa Created Ian upon 
the Earth , and ack from one fide of Hfaven unts the 
other , whether there hath been (ach a thing as this 
great thing , or hath been likg it , that God ſhov]d 
Rain Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven , to puniſh 
wicked Cities. We read of Fire ſent down from 
Heaven by the Lord , upon the requeſt of :E/4j4h, 
which conſumed his Sacrihice , although he had 
drenched it often , and ſurrounded it with Water, 
all which was licked up by the fire,unto the wonder 
and aſtoniſhment of the People, whereby the Lord 
diſcovered his power beyond Baal, whoſe Prieſts 
could not by all their prayers and cutting them- 
fclves prevail with their God to effc& agg ſuch 
thing, 1 Kings 18. 26, 28, 37, 38. And we read 
of Fire ſent down from Heaven , which deſtroyed 
ewo Captains and their hfty*s , upon the requeſt of 
the fame Prophet ; theſe things were exceeding 
ſtrange; bur the.rain of Fire and Brimſtone from, . 
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Heaven , which conſumed ſeveral Cities, and all 
their Inbjrants together wes far more ſtrange: 
Fire hath come from Heaven , but never ſogreat 
Fire ; Fire hath come down from Heaven , but ne- 
ver Fire mingled with Brimſtone ; Fire and Brim- 
None hath com: forth of the bowels of the Earth 


(of which in the ſecond diſcourſe) but never did 


Fire and Brimſtone come down from Heaven,either 
before or ſince. 

Scconaly , This judgement was [#aden and nnex- 
peſted : It was like the Flood to the old World, 
which was drowned, er like the coming of Chriſt 
to the Sinners on Earth , which ſhall be damned: 


when the preateſt judgements are moſt near, the 


Sinners which ſhall be deſtroyed thereby are moſt 
ſecure ; and thus it was with the Sinners of Scaom : 
the day before there was no appearance of any ſuctr 
deſtruction near , there was no ſign in the Earth or 
in the Heavens of any ſuch thing ; the night be- 


fore aiſo was like other nights , no fire beginning ' 
2 
e 


in any place, on'y the fire of luſt which burn 

and raged in the hearts of that wicked people, 
but th:y had no apprehenſion of danget from 
thoſe fames : when the- morning was come 1t was 
like other mornings, there were no fiery dews, or 
fore-drops: of the fiery rain, to give them warning 
of what would follow. The ſhaddows of the night 


were chaſed away by the beams of the morning Sun, 


there was fie appearance of the. ſhaddows of the 
night of Death , ready to ſtretch forth themſelves 
upon all the Inhabitants of Sedo and Neighbour 


 Ciries together. But ſo ſoon as Lox was entered 


into Zear ; the Lord rained Fire and Brimitone on 
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28 Fire and Brimftone from Heaven , in | 
Sodom and Gomorrah , and brought ſuch a ſudden 
deſtruction upon them as they could not eſcape. 
Even as1t will be ere long with Babylan, Rev. 18. 
7, 8. Soit was with Sodom ; ſhe lived deliciouſly and 
ſecurely , andin one day death and mourning came up- 
en her, and ſhe was utterly burnt with Fire. Could 
the Sodomits have foreſeen, and certainly fore- 
known, what deſtrution would have befallen their 
City that day, they would have haſtened our of the 
-place the day before , at furtheſt they would have 
delayed no longer than that morning ; when Lot 
did depart, they would have flocked about him old 
and young from every quarter , and have departed 
with him 3 they would not have vallued houſes of 
- goods,ſo that they might have but ſav*d their lives : 
Bur the Sodomits did not in the leaſt apprehend 
their deſtruQtion to be ſo near. The Angels knew 
i ,/but rhey diſcover the thing unto Lot only ; if 
they had made it know unto the Sodomits , 1t is 
moſt likely they would not have believed it any 
 morethan LZot's Sons in Law did believe Lot, when 
from their mouth he did declare it. The Sodo- 
mits are jovial and ſecure, as if their life and mirth 
ſhould continue many a year, when neither of them 
were a days ſtanding longer. | 
Thirdly, This judgement was moſt dreadful , we 
read in the Scriptures and have ſeen with our eyes 
very. great judgements , but none ſo dreadful, all 
things conſidered , as this of Fire and Brimſtone 
from Heaven. Indzed the Flood which devoured . 


"the whole old World together , Noahand his Fa- 


mily excepred did ftrike the moſt univerſal dread * 
uponthe children of men , -of any. judgement that | 
everhath been fince the W orlds Crcation : yur 

of | Ire ; 


' by the Peſtilence, orby any other diſeaſe hath no- 


Sodom and Gomorrah with all their Inhabitants, Lox, ** = 
only and his Fawily excepted had more of particu- * * 
lar dread in it , inas much as death by Fire is more 
painful than death by Water ; eſpecially.ſuch Fire | 
as came down from Heaven. It was a terrible day 
to the old World , when they ſaw the Windows of 
Heaven opened, and Water to come forth from 
thence in ſuch great abundance , as to ſwell into a 
Flood, and that fo great a Flood as drowned all 
Man-kind which were not found inthe Ark : Butir 
was a more terrible day to the Sodomits, when they 
ſaw the Windows of Heaven opened , and Fire to 
come forth from thence, Fire mingled with Brim- 
ſtone, and Gods fiery indignagion,, which falling 
upon their Houſes and heads, putall into flames , 
this laſt judgement as it had more ſtrangeneſs in it , 
ſo it did ſtrike more terrour into the hearts of thoſe 
which did endure it. 

When the ground clave aſunder , and the Earth 
opening her mouth ſwallowed up Corah, Dathan, 
and Abiram , with all that appertained to them, 
waen they went thus down alive into the pit, and. 
the Earth cloſing upon them again, they periſhed: 
from the Congregation , Num. 16. verſ. 32. 33- 

T his was a very feaful judgement ; but the ang 
of the Heavens , and it's ſhowring down Fire an 
Brimſtone,which ſwallowed up Seder and Gomorrah . 
with all the Sinners therein, this judgement was 


far more fearful, Death by the Sword , and dearh 


| 


thing of that dread in it, as dearth by Fire, eſpeci- 

ally by Fire from Heaven , by Fire mingled with 
*Brimſtone. 7. N 
ved] | 0 
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Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven , which devoured .'.- 7 
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A No Fire have we ever ſeen that carried ſo much 

BY, dreadin it, as the Fire that burnt down our City of 

= London, but Londox's Fire was nothing in compa- 
riſon with Sodoms Fire : this will appear if we com- 
pare them together, 

Firſt, The Fire of Lodo» began only in one 
Place , which awakened all the Inhabitants abour 
to prepare, and ſecure themſelves and their goods : 
but the Fire of Sodom began in all piaces together ; 
there was fire without the City, and fire within, fire 
inevery ſtreet, and inevery houſe at the ſame time 
— were compaſſed about with fire on all 
ſides. " 

: Secondly, The Fire of Loydon conſumed bur a 
part}, although it were the greateſt part of the City 
within the Walls : but the Fire of Sodem conſumed 

.the whole City, turned all into aſhes, and not one 
houſe therein did eſcape the fury of the flames. . 

Thirdly, The Fire of London, though it devoured 
the houſes, yet much of the wealth and the beſt 
goods of the City were preſerved ;, but Sodome fire 
conſumed all their Wealth , their Gold and Silver 

was melted, all their apparel and rich houſt old 
furniture was burnt, and what ever proviſions they 
had made for their fleſh, what ever fue} rhey had 
laid up for their luſts became fuel for this Fire. 

Fourthly , The Fire of Lozaon , though it burne 
much of the goods as well as houſes , which could 
not ſo eaſily and quickly be removed, yet few, very 
few of the Inhabitants periſhed , they had time _ 
2nd warning to withdraw themſclves before the fire; ., . 
reached ſo far as their habiratipns : but Sodom's* ©: 
Fire burnt perſons as well as houſcs , and not one +. = 4 

 -þerfontathe whole City eſcaped aſter the Fire was = > 
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begun; ſuch as went forth of doors were conſumed 
\ by the. Fire from Heaven ; ſuch as remained with- 
in were conſumed by the Fire of their houſes. 


Fifthly, The Fire of Londow, was an Earthly fire; 


although the contrivement of it might be firſt in 
Hell, and helliſh Inſtruments made uſe of in the 
beginning and carrying of it on : but the Fire of 
Sodom and Gomorrah was from Heaven , arid if the 
one did expreſſe more of the wrath of the Devil 
. and Deviliſh men, the other did exprefſe more of 
the wrath of the Sin-revenging God, which is ten 
thouſand times more dreadful. 

Sixthly , The Fire of Lonaos at length was extin- 
guiſhed , ſince which time the City is like to be re- 
built, and doth now lift up it's head with more 
beauty and luſtre than before it was turned into 


aſhes ; but Sodow's Fire did make an deſolation of - 


that place; and fince the Conflagration of that 
City Sodom never was , and never will be again re- 
built; neither is the place capable now of having 


any building erc&ed upon it, inasmuch as the fare 


mortuum , the dead Sea doth now cdver the place 
where once the Sodomits had their habitation. * 


CHAP v 


Concerning the Perſons tht were conſumed and 
how they were affetted. 


0 Og the Perfons on which this 
ol judgement was: inflicted, :and how they 


 B- were affected. * The: perſons 'were #1 the wicked 
'.£ Inhabicants of the Cities of Soom, Gomorrah, Ad-' 
- Y- 2244, and Zeboin, Greatwas the horrour (hinted 
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| before) which we may imagine theſe perſons were 
in when the Fire and Brimſtone came down from 
Heaven upon them, and there was no way for them gy « 

* Coeſcape. . | 

The noiſe and ſcorching heat of this dreadfu] 
Fire, we may conclude did quickly awaken ſome 
our of their ſleep of Intemperance, and all out of 
' Their ſleep of ſecurity. Whar rongue can utter the 
horrible perplexiry of the Sodemitrs op this day ! 
when they opened their doors and windows in the 
morning , and looking vp to Heaven ſaw them 
open,and fire coming down thence to devour them; 
when the Tempeſt of Fire and Brimſtone beat upon 
them ſo ſorely, and ſuddenly, when thEre was ſuch 
a dreadful burning heat by the Fire,and ſuch a ſtink- 
ing noiſom ſuffocating ſmoke by the Brimſtone, 
. when there was 3a little kind of Hell in that place 
both for rorment and Sin. O the dread of the So- 
domits! O the confuſion they were in ! when ſuch 
an unthonght of, ſuch an unheard of; and ſuch an 
unavoidable ruine was come upon them ; how were 
they amazed! how were they diſtreſſed ! ſome it 
may be curſed the day of their birth , wiſhing that 
they had been abortive iſſues , that they had never 
liv'd to ſee the light of the Sun, thar ſo they might 
not have liv'd to ſec and feel the fre of this day : 
'Others jt may be curſed themſelves and the Sinners 
of theplace, who had provoked God to ſend this 
dreadful judgement upon them ; others 1t may be 
 :curſed God, becauſe of the Fire and great heart, like 
thoſe, Rev. 16.8, 9. Who being ſcorched with 
great heat blaſphemed the name o#God , who had 
_ _ Jent down the Fire upon them. TY 
*;-* Owhara horrible oyt-cry was there: in Sods + 
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when the Ciry hegan to be in flames : Ow 
weeping and wailing, and wringiug of hands ! 
The men roar, the woman ſhreek ,. the children 
weep and cry and cling abour ther Parents, yea 
all of them weep and cry out moſt hideeuſly. The 
Sodomits have tears now in abundance ; but none 
of their tears could quench the Flames about them, 
or aſwage the ſorrow and anguiſh within them , 
tears before for their Sins might have prevented 
theſe flames, and their fruitlels mourning in the 
midſt of chem : but none more impenitent than 
they in the time of their proſperity , and therefore 
their cries and tears are to no purpoſe in the time of 
their adverſity ; they weep and God Jaughs at their 
calamity ; they are grieved and aMitted, and God 
is- comforted 1n the executian of his vengeance 
upon them for” cheir Sins. In this extremty, the 
Sodomirs know not what to do, nor which way to 
curn , they dare not go forth, that they might con- 
ſult one another, becauſe the air is all ina light fire 
abroad , and there are ſtreams of Fire and Brim: | 
ſtone, which overflow in the ſtreets, all the ſhel-- ; 
ter they have is for a little while in their houſes, but 
the Fire invadeth them there,and hemmethiſſfhem in 
on all fides, and very quickly the Fire creeperh in - 
at their windows , and breaketh thorow their 
doors, nothing being able to withſtand it's force. 
We may conceive how che poor Sodomits,when the 
Fire was coming into their houſes , did run from * 
room to room, being purſued where ever they went 
by the devouring flames; and when the fire was 
come at their perſons , and the flames began to ſeiſc. 
»0n them, then they ſweat and fry, their hair js fin+ 
Fed, cheix cloths are {er on fire about them, Their,” 
=” 26 PÞ WISE 
"ISOD> 8 k is 


8 4x 
ny 2 z 
. "87 I 
% v9 ou 23 3+, * 
A » > 
oe Ss ry 
7 


2 


the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah. yz  ® 


7 L 
_ ” , 
7 , "5H 
"EY da - "- +. 
D LE, & ye 4 . BY 
j 4 -” 
£ 1 BEog” 
_ y, x 5 RIENES 
"ARCH - - . . "if 4 %a -— 


34 Fire and Brimſtene from Heaven, 1 
Sinneves ſhrink,their hands and feer looſe their uſe 
and they are in horrible pain all over without any 
help or relief, refuge failerh them , and there is no 
efcaping, no enduring of this pain , and yer they 
muſt endure it until extremity of pain doth take a- 
wy all ſence of pain. 

The terrour of the Sodomits through apprehen- 
ſions of their prefent and unavoidable death before 
them was great , but ſurely the way and manner of 
it, namely, by Fire from Heaven did cauſc greater 
terrour : If it had been an ordinary Fire , of which 
ſome natural cauſe might have been aſſigned, it had 
not been ſo much , but when it was a miracuJous 
fire from Heaven , created on purpoſe by the Lord 
rodeitroy thoſe Cities , ſurely their dread was ex-, 
rraordinary* they could not chuſe but ſee the more 
immedjate hand of Gud in it, and withall his frown 
and dreadful diſpleaſure: with the Fire S, Brimſtone 
which fell down from Heaven upon their houſes 
and bodies,they had ſcalding drops of Gods wrath, 
ach fell down upon their conſciences : we ma 
ethi9k what tmpreftions they had of the wrath of 
cheSin-revengingGod on their ſpirits, which cauſed 
a egrearGorror within,than the bare apprehenſion 
of death in any ſhape could of it ſelf «ff. ; when 
the guilt of ſo. great Sins, and the apprehenſions of 
ſogreat wrath did meet together in their conſcien- 
es, and they had no time nor way to get the guilt, 
of Sin removed , and the wrath of God appealſcd ; 


when conſcience before afleep , was awakened in.. 
rhe midit. of flames; when there was a Fire above.. 
!He Sodomits, the Fire of Gods anger ; Fire abou... 
and upon the Sodomits ,, the fire which care. down, 
fu Reavcn; Fire beneath the Sodomits, te lis 
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the buvning of Sodom and Gomortah. 535 * 2 
of Hell;and fire within the Sodomirs;rhe fire kindled 5 
in their conſciences , O the borrour } when Hell 
was already —_ within them in the aſhes and 
Farks of it, words cannot utter the horrible anguifh 


which then.chey had upon them; 


a 


Cad - 11 
Concerning the Perſons that eſcaped, 
I 4. T He perſons that eſcaped this dreaFfu) 5 ndge- 


ment were Lot and his Family. - Like as jt 
was in the Old World , Noah was an upright man 


in his generation , when the whole world befides » , 

Y were wicked ; and God provided an Ark wherein 

- he ſaved Noah and his Family ,- when all the kind- 

. reds and Nations of the world beſides were drown- 

> ed ifthe Deluge of Waters, which was brought up- | 

Y on the Earth : ſo- alſo Le being the only upright * _ 

i and righteous tan in Sedom , -when all the City to- | 

4 gether with the neighbouring Cities were wicked, 

n God provided a Zoar for Lot , whilſt he broughr F - ®Þ 

" Deluge of fire upon thoſe wicked Cities, whichcon- 

Jy fumed therh and all the wicked together which 

L- dwelt in them. 2 Per. 2. 5, 6, 7,8. When the de- 

bt ſtroying Angels were ſent unto Sodom, God re- 

>. IF membred righteous Lot , and a mark for preſerya- 

N..- I tion was ſet upon his forehead , becauſe he did figh 

'C.. | andcriy ut for the abominations which were com- 

at, NF mitred in the midſt of the City :- And God remem. ' E. 

iN; | bred Abraham his Friend, who had made intercefli- ' 4 

ic. j on for Zzt , therefore he fenr him ovi of rhe midſt. : 
" TRE D 2 of 


+, - &- 


ee non Honey iv 
of the overthraw , when' he overthrew. the City 


wherein Lot dwelt. 


CHAP. VII. 


C oncerning the $ pettators of Sodom's burnings. 


5 (NY the SpeRators of this Judge- 
ment. Abraham, however remote his ha- 

bitation was , had a plain proſpeR of this Fire and 
burning of S549m, We read Ger. 19. 27, 28. And 
Abrahaqg, gat p early in the morning unto the place 
where he ffood before the Lord; and he looked towards 
Sodom and Gomorrah , and toward all the Land of 
the Plain, and beheld, and ls the (moke of the Countrey 
Went up as the ſmoke of 4 Furnace. Abrahams heart 

* did miſgive him that thoſe wicked Cities would not 
eſcape deſtruQtion , whatever conditional promiſe 
the Lord had made untq hjm'of their preſervation z 
therefore , 'it is likely , he aroſe and came tethis 

's - place, that he might ſee, whart-became of the Cities, 
and quickly he perceiy'd them to be all in flames, by 
the great fnoke which mounted up: from them 

s Whathis thoughts were is not mentioned , but it is 
likely he was. more than ordinarily affeQted with 

. This more than ordinary Judgement ; ſuch an ap- 
pearance of God in the World, clothed with ſuch 
wrath and vengeance, might well make even Abra- 
ham himfelf, whatever Intereſt he had in God.;, to 
quake and; be aſtoniſhed : When he looked up 
to Heaven, he ſaw God allin flames of anger, when. 
he lopked'down to the Earth,he ſaw Sodgw;and Go: 
merrah all in Aames of, Fire : He knew.that-Lot did! 
=" Yycll there, and he dig-not know (it may be) 08 
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that Zo: with his Family might be 'barning there, 
and this might cauſe him to lift up: his'voice and 
weep 3: be ſure he knew that the wickedneſs of the 
Sodomits-was very great, -and that the'righteous of 
the place were very few, if any, when the Lord had 
promiſed him ro ſpare the whole City for the ſake 
of Ten righteous perſons, could they. there have 
been found. Ah Lord! thought.he,whar a wicked. 
place is Sodow , thatit ſhofild not yeild Ten righte-" 
ous perſons ?. O what anevil thing and a birrer is 
it to Sin againſt God, and hereby ro provoke him 
unto anger ? and what. @ fearful things it to fall 
into the hands of the living God, when his anger is 
ftirr'd up !-and doth burn chus like fire. Andif 
Abraham could ſo clearly diſcern, the burning of 
Sodom and Gomorrah , the Inhabitants of Zoar,who 
dwelt ſo near, might more cJearly.difcern it. © 
An allarm they have in the morning, which dork 
ſtzrtle and awaken thetn.; they are called forth our 
of their houſes to ſee this dreadful and tremendous 
fight: - The noiſe of: Fire, Fire, Fire, doth ſound * 
in their ear . Fire from Heaven, Fire in the Air, 
Fire ofthe Earth, Sodom bn Fire, Gomorrah on Fire, 
Admahand Zeboim on Fire , every place near them 


' on Fire, this they: heax, this they ſee the-flames all 


about are very viſible;, and very terrible :: O witty 
what ruful countenatfres do they look upwards'to- 
wards Heaven,from-whenceithe Fire did come | and- 
forwards towards Sodom and\Gomorrah', where the 
Fire was kindled ! they ſce all che. Giries together in 
flatnes, which being all citnated npon the Plarm, 

without any Mountain or Hill between,they might 
in the Fields, or on the tops of their houſes have an 
eaſe proſpe& of. - And if SIE of Zorr 

"-; 9, FS are 
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are how affraid , and ferrfulneſs doth exceedingly 
ſurprize the gury z. ſurely their confciences now 
are neckanes ad do. caufſe'a trembling within 
.them ,- when they. ſee God's vengeance executed in 
flaming fire upon their fellow-finners before them : 
Alas ! wa he to us ! who can endure ſuch devouring 
fre ? who can hear ſuch horrible burnings ? | Hath S0- 
tom ana Gomorrah provake4 God to deſtroy them with 
Fire from Heaven ? wh## then-will become of us,” who 
bave ſhared mith them in the fame guilt ,* and hte ae- 
ſerved the \fapre puniſumenr ? O whether can-we flee to 
hide us from. the wrath of Gol, and ſhelter us from his 
ficr) inaignation ? et orig, [2142 
Ler alto, who though he did'not look back , as 
his Wife did, ' before he got into Zoar , yet from 
thence no 'doubr but he Jobked with a ſorrowful 
countenance; arid more ſorrowful theart npon the 
wretched Ciries as they burned, eſpectaily on So- 
ao 'the chicf City , and -where his habitation had 
beet;  O the rears thar now run down his Cheeks ! 
the grief that doth fill his-heart ! when'he ſeeth 
ſuch a ftrange ſhower of Fire and Brimſtone raincd 
down trom . Heaven npon thar finfull, and'n# wo- 
fall;place ; he-was vexcd at the Sins of the Sodomits 
before, andnoew he is grievedat therr miſery”: ' he 
thinks of his Sons-in-Law,- agd laments their folly 
thac notwithſtanding his warfling would ſtay thers 
co. be burned ; which the kriew that now they: la- 
mented much more ; he thinks of this'Neighbour,” 
and that Neigt-bour, how theyre weeping andicry- 
ing, whilft they are melting and frying inthe 
fames.--. Bur Lordorh not abide long in Zawr, for 
ſuch fear:as well-as \prief- dil: poſſeſſe him , that he * 
&d not think bicnfcif ſafe there;and therefore fleet 
26,5 nn ; -, 00:5 
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| the burmng of $adom 414 Gomorrth. as WO 
5 the Monntain , whither he was warnedat firſt to 
g' by the Angels, and there dwelleth in a Cave with 
1s two Daughters, Ger. 19. 30. © 


CHAP. VIII. 2 
Application to the Vnugoaly. 


E have here fet before us an example, and 
that both of the Sodomits burning, and of + 
| Lot's eſcaping. Theſe things are recorded for our 
| example. | 

The former 1san example to the-Ungodly ; the 
later 1s an example to the Righteous. 

F The Sodomits burning is an example tothe 
Ungodly, 2 Per. 2,6. And turning the Cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah into aſhes , condemned them 
with an overthrow, making them an example umo thoſe 
that after ſnould live Ungaaly. k 

This example is ſet forth both to reprovethe Unz 
godly, and to warn the Ungodly. _—_ 

7. It reproves the Udgodly,and that for the pra- 
ctice of ſuch Sins as were the eaufe of Seaom's rune. 
Such as. AD. | 

Firſt, Pride and Haughtineſs .. I believe many tn 

| our age and Nation wilt vye with any of the Sodo» 
* mits of old for: D-yiliſh Pride and haughty ſpirits; 
(if we may gueſle ar the pride of the heart by the 
”arbs, the look and the ſpeacb, ) there arc ſome and 
thoſe' nor a few',” who ſeems» to ſhave ourgone all 
former generations , and may well be ſtled the i 
Firſt-born of the Devil for this Sin, althoughrttyx $4 
hare been' brought forth at the later end tof tha ® 
World. "TRI IE ONE 21, 2.6 
(wag 1h. D 4 What 
.S | v 


v. 
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—_ © -» Fl e and Brimfhone from Heaven , wn % 
Z., © What, ſhall we ſay, when men of the highey 


rank do ſo generally, without need diſguiſe and 
hide their heads in others hair, and that of the 
womaniſh length, and for the molt part of another 
colour than their own ; and when woman diſguiſe 
and hide the natural coſour of their faces with.pains 
and parches? what ſhall we think of the flanting 
apparel, the Antique and Apiſh faſhions , of the 
- ruffling Gallants in our Nation ? not to ſpeak of 
the exceſſive coſt beſtowed in their changeable rai- 
ment, more being ſpent upon one ſuit worn by ſome 
but a few days, then world be ſufficient to cloth 
the backs and fl the bellies of ſome ſcares of poor 
Chriſtians , nor-to 1r{iſt upon the exceſſive time 
ſpent, or rather miſpent 1n-dreſſing, wherein me 
do: conſume near half the time , which they ſpare 
from. the bed and flzep. 'What ſhall we ſay of the 
' taunting Janguape, che fcornful and reproachful 
ſpeeches , wh:ch ſome do fill their mouths withall, 
and which they ſpic forth upon the people of God, 
and that becauſe of their holineſle and likeneſſe un- 
to God, whereby they deſpiſe not only them, but 
alſo him whoſe image they bear? what ſhall we 
think of theſtately nilding , the exceſlive ſhowes 
and. flouriſhes without , and expenſive furniture 
within, and that when thoſe houſes are newly riſen 
'out of their aſhes ;, and when the Church lyech 
wait , and ſo many poor Families are brought to a 
morſe] of Bread? what do theſe things with many 
more, which 1-might mention ; fignitie, but that 
pridedoth compaſle ſuch perſons about like achain, 
whereby they. are enthralled and captivated ; and 
ter me fay this, that thy Devil hath. hold of the end 
of tis chain , and isthercby gragging them down- 


» 


wards, 
"ov 
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And here 1 could wiſh that profeſſors of Religion 
themſelves , and many that in other regards do 
fear God, could acquit themſelves from the guile 
of many groſs outward demonſtrations of inward 
prevailing Pride 3 I will not ſay that all who have - 
falſe hair, have falſe hearts, (ſome I know are 
rrue-hearted , and want 2 covering there, ) and 
that all who are very curious in decking their out- 


Hide according to the faſhion , are wholly untrim'd 


and unadorn'd within:; yet I could wiſh that the 
art of Periwig-making had never been found our, 
and that the French modes had never been brought 
into our Natjon ; and this I will ſay that plain ap- - 
parel and drefles do very well become perfons of 
great honour, eſpecially. profeſſors of Religion 5 
that it is very unſutable_to the times for any to 
beſtow much-coſt on ornaments , when many of 
Chrift members want neceſſaries , and it is very 
unſutable to the Chriſtian profeffion, to beſtow. 
much time in adorning the body , when the ſoul 
hath more need, in the waſhing and adorning of 
which the tifne and pains will be beſt beſtowed. But 

I retire to the reproof of the Ungodly, for other of 
their Sodems Sins. © | 

' Secaxdly, Falneſs of Bread or interperance 1n 

eating and drinking , was another {in which Sodom 
was charged withall : And how many are therein” 
our days, which may be charged with the'ſame,who 

come behind none 1n this Sin? we read of thePro- 
digal, Zake 15. 13. who waſted his ſubſtance with 
riotons living : If we look abroad we may find roo, 

too many of thefe cyery. whgre , whoſe boly Is 
L on. ; _ thElp 


| the burning of Solo «nd Gomorrah, - 4x *Þ 
wirds, (as high-as they look) towards the:loweſt = 
_ Hell ; WF 


ad 
WAS 


their God, who' pamper the fleſh ;' indulge ar 
enftave themſelves unto their appetite , and pive 
themſclves leave: to exceed all bounds ih their r10- 
tous practices, ſpending their whole time and ſub- 
Nance in their profuſe living.” See how the Apoſtle 
ſetrceth forth riotous perſons, 2 Pex. 2. 12, 13. 
This reprove the excefle in drinking”. a Sin more 
in- uſe amongſt us then rhart of excefſe in cating: 
What is more common than this Sin of drunken 
nefs both in City and Counttey ? how many are 
dherethatguzzle; and ſwill in drink without mea- 
ſure? that drench and ſoak themſelves with Ale; 
& other ſtrong liquors, beſot-and drown their natu- 
ral parts and pifte, waſts their time in rambling up 
and down to Taverns and Ale-houſes,gonſume their 
wealth, diſtemper their bodies, an&provoke God 
ro deſtroy their ſouls.  'Wo be to ſuch perſons, //a: 
11,2, 14. Prov. 24.-29, 30. ; ; s 
Thiraly, Abundance of Idlenefſs was 'the third 
Sin of S24om , and when did this Sin more prevail 
then in our licenttous age ? Idlenefs 1s a conſtant 
companion of intemperance, yea rather the Mo- 
ther that*brings it fortty, at leaſt che Nurſe that 
brings ir up; How:many golden fands of time do 
the moſt ſuffer ro run waſte? how many golden 
ſeaſons do they let ſlip, wherein they might make 
proviſlton for eternity ? did but they know the 
worth of time , eſpecially of the harveſt e&a2, the 
Summer - day of the Goſpel , they would nar 
Iaviſh their time as they do , they would not ſleep 
in the Harveit, and waſte the whole day in Idlenefs, 
and Sin until rhe night of death did overtake, and 
ſuddenly ſurprize them , when the leaft minute of 
time cannot be recalled.; rhough they could and 
£4454 | would 
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Would give ten-thouſand: Worlds for it, 


| bauched generation ? Yea, I wiſh that too many 


' out their profefſed enmity againſt the God of Hea- 


tbe burning of bodoin ind Gomdetali. 4 


exrebty, Unmertifulneſs to the poor was ano« * ; 
ther of Sodoxrs ſins,which the Ungodly are charge- 
able with here, and ſhalkbe charged with and con. 
demned for , as the day of Chriſts appearance, 
Aﬀtath. 25.41, 42. It is no wonder thar thoſe who 
have no x1i:ry on their own ſouls, ſhould have theie 
bowels ſhut up againſt the poor; that thoſe who 
ſpend fo much on their Juſts., ſhould not ſpare any 
thing for the rejict of other's wants. None have 
more matþle bowels,than thoſe who have the hard- 
ef? hearts ;- and. none more unmerciful than thoſe 
which are moſt Ungodly and Sinful. 
 Fifihly , Abominable Filthineſs is the taft and 
chief Sin of the Sodomits. And if the skirts of - 
England were turned vup., what filthineſs would 
there appear under them ? Its a ſhame to ſpeak 
what is done of fome in ſecreet , yea too many de- 
clare their uncleanneſs like Sodom , and are not a- 
ſhamed to practice it in the ſight of the Sun. Whore- 
dom and Adultrey, what more common 1n this de- 


in England, as well as aly be not guilty of the | . }. 
Sin of Sod, proper:y ſo called, I mean the luſting 
afrer ftrange fleſh , ſuch vile affections ſome are 
given up unto, through the juſt Judgement of God. 

' I might here further reprove rhe Ungodly of this 
generation ,- for ſome Sins which-the Sodomits did 
fall ſhort in-; namely,the hideous Oaths and blaſ- 
phemy of ſome profane wretches, who hereby belch 


ven, and offer ſo apefi-indignity unto him, thae 
we may wonder he1snot' provoked to rain down 
Fire and Primſtone vpon them , or to cauſe the 
| | | Earth 
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bo. Fireand Brinflorefrom Heaven, iu" 
= . Sarthto open its moutlj.eo' devour theny + - | 
-" whichImight add the aggravition, which the Sit 
__ *0f nominal Chriſtians receive from :the! Goſpel 
 bght, which ſhineth abour them, beyoad- what 
the Sodomits Sins were capable of , which rendererh 
their Sins the more inexcuſable and abominable in 
the ſight of God : bur I haſten 
1 T. This example of Sodow's burning doth warn 
the ungodly to repent. Repent © all the ungodl; 
ones, and turn from your evil ways, otherwiſe 
your iniquities ke the Sodomits will be your ruine; 
otherwiſe Gods Judgemenc will overtake you, and 
ſurprize you, and you ſhall not be able to eſcape z 
otherwiſe you ſhall be deſtroyed ſuddenly ; and 
that without remedy. You fee in this inſtance 
the fruit of ungodlineſſe , the wages of Stn, the bit. 
ter iſſue and effet of fleſh-pleaſing and ſenſna- 
lity , you. ſee that God can beangry , and that 
his anger doth burn worſe than fire , when it 1s 
kindted. = 
If you repent not, God may briag ſome dread- 
full cemporal judgements upon you, yowhave ſeen 
much 3 your days, Plague , Fite, Sword, you | 
have heard of more in former days. You know 
not zyhat furthcr calamities may be brought upon 
this City and Nation ; God may bring Plague and 
Famine together , ſo that fuch who do not fall 
ſuddenly by the Plague , ſhall be conſumed more 
kaſurely by the Famine ; he may bring a Famine 
of 'Bread , and Famine of hearing the W ord toge- 
ther', wherein the Body ſhall ſtarve and dye , and 
the Soul ſtarve and be damn'd , and periſh ever- 
laſtingly; he may bring Fire and the Sword toge- 
ther , your. houſes may be ſet on Fire , and your 
| | perſons 
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the &arning of SodatiaxdGomoriah. "oy. 
perſons, Maſſacred at the fame time.- And alaed - 
what will you(that are Ungodly )do ina time of ge- 
neral calamity ?:zf the Peſtilence ſhould walk a- 
bout -your ſtreets , /if -ghe: evil Arrows of Famine 
thould fly about your ears, if fire ſhould confume 
your houſes , if the Sword ſhould be made drank 
with ypur Blood , if Death ſhould fir in- your 
Windows, if all things Chould þe turned into up- 
roar and confuſion ;, you that drink in iniquity 
like Water, and Jade your ſclves with guilt dayly} 
you that are profane and ungodly ; and ſpend your 
time in jdleneſſe, and all kind of luxury , fn__ 
a 


in the Harveſt, and ſhutting your ears again 
The tenders of grace and mercy, which are made ur- 
to you z what wiil -become of you in the Winter of 
affiction ? what comfort can you have upon a Bed 
of Sickneſs? What refuge in a time of trouble? A 
Godly Man hath his 'God to fly to, in times of 
reateſt danger and. diſtreſs , and there he ſhall 
Rnd eftertainment and welcome , But whether will 
you fly? God is your enemy , who will laugh at - 
your _—_— » Prov. 1. 26. Sinners! what will 
ou do-in the evil day , which may overtake you 
ere on Earth, when. all refuge and ſupport ſhall 
fail you , when your comforts and enzoyments 
ſhall be taken from you ,. or taking leave of you; 
when God ſhall ſmite you,and conſcience bite you; 
and Friends forfake you; when the black Catar 
logue of your Sins ſhall be ſpread before youty and 
grimm Death ſhall appear unto 'you, bidding: 
you come down into the Grave , and the Dey! 
ſhall wait for you, to drag you down into Hell , O 
the confuſion chat then you will be in ! when you 
4 perceive 


# 


w_ 
- 


IS 


wa 


a6 Fire and Brimftotid from Heaven, tn 
;Perceive that you cannot !live, and yon dare nor 
dye; when youfeel your eye ftrings crack , and 
your heart-{trings break , and-your ſouls'are now 
coming forth of their ruigous habitation , where 
they will become a prey to Devils, and-beimme- 
diately conveyed to a place of torments ; think, O 
think what your. horror 1s like ro be here-1f a- 
wakened in the evil day {through the apprehenſion 
of future Judgements ? what then will your horrour 


| ae if you do not repent , when the future and 
aſt 


Judgement is come , and Chriſt js come in 
Aaming Fire, to take vengeance upon you, and hie 
ſhall rain on you Fire and Brimſtone , and a hor- 
rible Tempeſt: bur of this more, when I comie to 
treat of the everlaſting burnings of Hell , which 
the Lord Jeſus will condemn all the Ungodly unts: 
at the laſt day. Ei 34 

I ſhall only ſay,that the burnings of Hell will not 
only excced the burnings of Sedom and Gomorrah in 
feirceneſs and duration /as through Gods help T 
ſhall ſhow in the third diſcourſe) bur alſo the Fire 
of Hell wil} be more intollerable þy you, than bythe 
Sodomits themſclves, (howevetvile Sinners they 
were) Math. 11.24. But 1 ſay unto you that it ſhall 
be more tolerable for the Land of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah i» the day of f udgement, than for thee. As yout 


. Lins, who have enjoyed the means of Grace, are 


aggravated beyond the Sins of the Sodomits 1n this 
reſpe@: ſo your condemnation will be the greater, 
and your puniſhment the ſorer and more intolera- 
ble, if you dv ROt now take warning to repent. 
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CHAP. IX. 
* A plication to the Righteous. 


- Or's eſcaping out of the overthrow of Sogow 
and (Femerrah, is an example for the encou- 
ragement of the Righteous : what ever judgement 
the Lord bringeth upon the wicked and —_— 
here, you that are righteous ſhall eſcape, God will 
hide you in the day of his anger ; when a Deluge 
of Judgements ſhall break in upon the ungodly, 
God will provid@. an Ark for you ; when God 
raineth a horrible Tempeſt of Fire and Brimſtone 
upon the wicked , he will provide a Zoar for yau. 
God will either keep you from the' judgement ir 
ſelf which befalleth others, or elſe he will keep you 
1A it, and from that fiery indignation, which is 
mingled withit ; be ſure you ſhall be kept from th 
horrible Tempeſt of Fire and Brimſtone , 'whi 
ſhall beat upon the head of the wicked at laſt, when 
the Heiyens ſhall be on Fire, and paſs away with a 
preat noiſe, and the Elements ſhall be on Fire, and 
melt with fervent hcat , and the Earth ſhall be on 
Fire, and all things here below in flames ; whenthe 
wrath of the Sin-revenging God ſha]l break forth: - 
like a Deluge upon the Ungodly World, and they 
ſha]] be caſt together into the Lake, which burners . 
with Fire and Brimſtone ; Heaven ſhall be yore” 
Ark , your Zoar, where you ſhall be in ſafety, and 
made happy in the full egjoyment of God unto 31} 
eternity. 
Agay then with fear and dread , whatever the 
frowns and threatnings of men be, thougit 9995 of 


k, 
«1A 
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ke 


the Ungodly nizydinveron you , though the wrath 
of eg glen Ike fire be Kindicd a inſt you, yet 
being righteous you are ſafe , ſince God is for you, 
neither men nor Devils ſhall be permitted ro dovyou 
real burt : God is your — place,and God is 
your hiding place , you are under his wing whilſt 


-* youremain here, and you ſhall hereafter lye in his 


ſom for ever. 
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Fire and Brimſtone from Earth, 
in the burning of tra, 
or \lount Gibel, © 


CHAP. -1: 
The Intreduflion. 


He Hiſtory of Sod4-m and Gomorrah's flames 

and deſtruction by Fire and Brimſtone from 
Heaven may feem incredible w-nto ſome, who either 
are ignorant of the Infinite Power of God, whereby 
he can do whatever he pleaſero, as evidently ap- 
peareth in the mighty works thereof which could 
not be eff-&t:d without the hand of Omnipoten- 
cy; and know not how feirce and hot his anger is; 
which burneth in his breaſt againſt Sinners , eſpe- 
cially ſuch. Sinners as the Sodomits were , which 
would quickly put the whole world into flames, did 
not his infinite Patience reſtrain ic for a while from 
breaking forth in it's rage and fury : or wh give: 
no'credit unto the Divine Authority of the Scrip- 
rures-, ( of whom there are too many in our age 
ind Nation, ) which doth relate this judgement on 
thoſe wicked Citles ; which pres 
| | che 


if we? LI% 


- o-  Fireand Brimſtone from Earth, in - 
bp . "he Word of God (as might be proved by many 
=,” ungnſwerable Arguments , 5 the record of them 1s 
2 . undoubtedly true, and may as firmly be believed, as 
= any thing may certainly be known, which is the 
=. objxtoficnce, or demonſtrable by reaſon : Even 
= - as the future flames of Fire and Brimſtone in Hell 
Sparc diſcredired by ſuch Atheiſts, and Antiſcriptu- 
--— -* rilts, and little eff-cvually believed of the moſt , as 
appearcth by their ſecure walking in the broad way 
of Sin, which leadeth to this place of moſt dreadful 
and eternal burning : 
_ \ Therefore by way of Appendix unto Sogom's 
burning , and by” way of IntroduQtion unto the 
burning of Hell, I ſha!l treat of «Erna, or Mount 
Gibe's burning with Fireand Brimaſtone out of the 
bowe!s of the Earth ; eſpecially in the eruption of 
it the laſt year; which being a thing ſo late, and 
fo n:ar,and ſo atteſted by eye-witniſs, and ſo eaſily 
diſproved, yet not diſproved, as it would have been 
- bythistime, had it been falſe-, I ſuppoſe will find 
__ eredit with the moſt, and may be of greater uſe 
than hath as yet been made of ir, from the relation 


mention made of the name of God , or his hand, or 
the end which he may have in ſuch wonderful and 
ftupendous burnings. _ 

It is from the ſoul that the body hath it's life 
and-motion, it's beauty nd luſtre , when the ſoul 
1s ſeparated,rhe hody IE a carkaſſe breathleſs, 
lifeleſs, ghaic.y, and ſubject to putrefaction : The 


tibet berba Deum , every pile of Graſſe , yea:the: 
meane!t thing which is the objcR of our eye,or any: 


= _ - ener doth carry an Imprifte of God ,; eſpectally. 


we have had ſo barely of the thing without any 


whole world is fuxl of God: Preſcntemg, refert que=: - 
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the greater works of Creation'and Providence d 


although God be not the Soul of the Wor'd as ſome 
have affirm'd , yet the whole Creation hath it's 
beauty from him , and ſo far are any work truly ad- 


mirable and great, as God 1s taken notice of in . 
them. The Sun, Moon, and Stars, and the whole *© 


frame of theHeavens,are moſt great and i}luſtrious, 
as by their brightneſs and motion they declare the 
glory of the Lord their maker and ruler. 1 he Earth 


and Sea, and all things in both, as they ſet forth 


Gods infinite power and wiſdom and goodneſs, fo 
far they are moſt worthy our obſervation and ad- 
miration. Al] the good things we recelve,are one- 
ly ſo far truly good, to us, as we perceive them 
handed to us by God ; and Gods hand in aMi- 
Rions alſo dot h ſweeten them to us , when we are 
perſwaded of the Author , and God's love and de- 
fign for our good in them. To leave out God there« 
fore in the conſideration of any work, 1s tg-leaye 


. out that which is chiefly remarkable ;. without 


him we ſee but the carkaſſe without the Souls: with- 
out the the life and beauty. . 

The defign therefore of this Treatiſe concerning 
e/Erna's Jate burning is to turn our eye upward to- 


wards God, that we take notice of him, and give , 


bim the glory of this work, which is the wonder of. 
all, unto whom the notice thereof hath come. 


+ There are {x things under this ſubjzx& , which E. - 


ſhall briefly treat of. ; ERS 

. Firft ,. Concerning the Mountain of «/£rx4 or: 

Gibel yarhe general. | ITS 
v4 | = EK 3- Stconat'y,.. 
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? , he bay ning of £tha or .% Mah : Mo bel: y I. » "= 6 b RD OY Y 
bare large charaCers of the Deity, and have Praiſe - 
' zento the Lord, written more legibly upon them : and 


Fire and Brimſtone from Earth, in 

Secondly, Concerning the Antecedents of the late 
Eruption of this Mountain. 
Thirdly, Corcerning the ernption of Fire and 
-Brimitone 1: ſelf from the Mountain. | 

Forrhly, Concerning the co:Mcomitants of this 
eruption. 

Fifrhly, Concerning the canſe of this eruption. 

Sixthly, And laſtly . COncerNniis the uſe and 1m- 
provement,which we ſhould make of it. 


CHA P. Li. 


Cor cerning the Mount an of Etna or Gibel 
in the general, 


| Tra 1s a Mountain in the Ifland of Sicily, 
A which land ts inviron'd round by the 7yr- 
r{:ian Sea, but a ſmall diſtance from Jraly, in one 
art of it, urto which ancient Writers think 1t was 
joyncd by an Iſthmus or neck of Land, (tikeas 
Priepoceſus to Greece) unto the CONUINenT of 1taly, 
bur by the violent beating of the Sea upon that neck 
was devided ner f fromir, ſo 7=ſtia. lib. 4. cap.1 
and othcrs are of ihe ſame mind, 1 he heigth and 
b'gneſs of this — di ,unt Gs, 1s very great ; 
fome 5ftirm ir ro be ten mites, otiers fifteen miles 
diſtant from the bead ood top above , tothetoot' 
and piain bcneat!), and erpildtar i in a ſtrait line 
to be "three or four miles. Towards it's head it 1s 
rocky and ſteep , and ſome part of it is always co- 
vered with Snow ; towards the middle1t is beauti- 
fyed with Trees and Woods, towards the bottom 
ic is enriched with Corn and Vines, and — 
ru1t- 


1 


. diſcourſe of this Hill. 1 montiurm miraculs ardet 


the burning of &tna, or -Monnt Gibel. © "53 bl 
fruitful. The Hill hath rwo ſhoulders Eaſtward, 
and between both'an emynent head in the middle, 
which may be ſeen at the diſtance of fifty leapues(as 
ſome affirm j by Sailors on the Sea. But that which 3 
hath rendered this Mountain moſt famous, hath not © -4 
been fo much the height and bignels of ir, as the | 
ſmoking head and flaming mouth thereof, of which 
both ancient and modern Authors bave written, I 
{hall inftance1n ſome few7. 

D:ogenes Laertigs in his 8th. Book de vitts Philo 
{ophoram maxerth mention ofMount «Et 24, into the 
faining mouth of which Emreaccles the Philoſo- 
pher (he faith) was farm'd to have thrown himſelf, 
that not bet?// round by bis companions, they might - 
think he was tranſlared to Heaven , and made an 
immortal God ; but the Fire of the Hill caſting 
forth one of his braz:n Sandals, the deeett was diſ- 
covered, and ſo.inftea2 of purchatiing to himſelf the 
repute ofa God, heditcovered hiniiclf in that ree , 
ſpe to be beneath a man. | _— 

Horace alſo recordeth the ſame, 116. ae Arte Pog- 3 
fica, 4 
_— Dezs immortalis halert . | 
Dum cupit Empedocles ardeaten: frigians Aman 
Inſiluit, = _ 2 
Empedccles, himſelf into the mouth doth throw * 
Of burning e/£r-a, that not being found below 
He might be fam'd a God immortal. -------- \N 

Pliay in his ſ:cond Book of natural Hiftory doth 


Atna notibus ſemper , tantogue avo ignium materis 
ſefficir. Amongſt the miracles of Mountains Eto 
doth flame always by night,and doth afford mitrter 
for perpetual hire. G | " 

of Rene” E 3 © Fuſtin” 
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. ?uſtins in his 4th. Book of Hiſtory Chap. 1ft. 
giveth the reaſon why e/£rne Iontss per tot ſeculd 
aurut incendiam, the burning of Mount e/£rxa hath 
laſted for fo many ages. 

Strabo'1n his fixth Book of Geography telleth us 
of -£rna's open mouth , whereby it doth breath 
forth flames, and calt forth fiery ſtones. 

O14 concerning e/Erya ſaith ; 

Flammanm fer vomit ore. 
Ir vomits fire ovt of it's feirce mouth. 
Sezeca in his Thyeſtes deſcribeth &/£tna 
Ignis eternis reſona1s caminis. 

Retfounding with eternal tunnels, or breathing 

holes of fre. 

Ciaudian de raptu Proferpinz lib. 1. 

AEtneos apices ſols coonoſcere viſu 

Non aditi tentare licet ------ 

Lane tarta cavernas 

V 13 olomerat, quo fonte raat Vulcamus «pic, 
None may approach Mount s/£tza*s head ro know 
With foot, *tis only rcacht with th'eye below. 
Great force within round caverns makes 
From whence ruſh forth Fulcanian flakes 

Of fire, as from a Fountain ------ - | 

But Virgil giveth the moſt notable decrigtion cf 
eA£tna's burning in his third Book of e/Eneia-, 
a--= Sed borrifices jaxta tonat Aa ruinis , 

Tat trdumque atram prorumpit ad «thera nubem, 

T urbine fumantem piceo, & cardente favilla : 
Attoliirque glibos flammarum, & ſidera lambit. 
Tnterdiim ſcopulos, avilſaque viſcera montis 
Erigit eruttans, liguefullaque ſaxa per aur. 

Cam gemitu gplomerat, fundoque exeſtuat img. 

Fama eft, Enceladi [emuſt um /ulwine corpus . 
T2 on. 0 og” 
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the burning of Ktna, or Mount Gibel, 


t. Urgeri mole ac, ingentemque inſuper £tnam 
la , Impoſitam, r1uptis flammam expirare caminis , 


th Et fefſum qnoties mutat latus intremere omnem 
Aurmure Trinacriam, & telum ſubtexere fums. 


h In Engliſh thus ; 


Through horrid falls within, like noiſe of thunden, 
Mount Etna ſounds as if 'twouid break aſunder. 
T hence firſt a cloud break forth as black as nighr, 
With pitchy curls, with ſparks like ſtars to fighr. 
Then follow globes of flames, which mount a lofr, 
g As if to kiſſe the Orbes of Heaven they ſought. 
The bottom-fire like boiling furnace glowes, 
Which melts the hardeit ſtones , and vpward 
throwes 
| Great Rocks throvgh thyair with groans. The fame 
doth go 
Thar great Ence/aazs do lye below 
W ho'being thunder-ſtruck, and on him thrown 
Huge e/£rnza Mount , with weight to keep him 
down : 
When weary he ſhifts ſides, and curns about, 
He ſhakes the Mount, his breath in flames goes out 
I As at a Furnace mouth, the Heavens ahove 
Arecloth'd with ſmoak. Trizacria trembles ---- 
Lſhall add but one Author more, and that is of a 
late Geographer , namely YVareni:s, who in his firſt 
| Book of Gesgraphy, page 105. doth both deſcribe 
this Mount , and giveth relation of one no: able 
eruption of fire not much above a hundred years 
lince. 
Celeberrimug eſt Kitna Siciliz Aons,hodie Gibe!, 
e njus vertice flamme & fumi longiſſima diſt antia in 
| E 4 Alari 
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Mari Mediterraneo cernuntur. Etſs continua- ſit 
flammarum F famorum ejacilatio , tames iuteranm 
majort- imper# furit, Anno 1537. aprimodie Mait 
ad duodecimur tremuit rota Sictla ; acinde ingens & 
borrendus mugitits F fragor audits eft , quaſe magna 
rormenta bellica explodercitur , ſecrtta eſt multorum 
earficioram per totam tnſulumrnina. Hoc ſevitia per 
wndecim dies cam continnaſſet , dijrupta fuit, vel hide * 
t# fe apcrnit hic inac terra, unae magna Vis flamma 
& gn prerupit., quaiitra quatuor ates omnia ab- 
ſempra ſunt & cremdta, que nun ultra quingue lenca- 
rum diſtaztiank ab Atna aberant. Parlo poſt crater 
qui e5t in vertice mout:s per tres integros dies ingeftem 
copiam Faville C* Clnerum ejecit , que 01 tantum per 
totam 1n/nlam diſperſa fuit , ſed ettam trans Mare in 
Italiam aelats : &f Naves in Aarti, ciim aucentis 
lencis a Sicilia abeſſent , + Venetias teaderent dam- 
1m paſſe ſunt. T hat 1s | 
>/Etnain Sicily, now called Mount Gibel is moſt 
famous, from whoſe top the flames and ſmoak may 
be ſeen at a very great diſtance on the Mediterrane- 
an Sea, and althovgh ic caſting forth of fire and 
ſmoak be continual , yet ſomerimes 1t breatherh 
forth with more force and fury. In the year 1537. 
. from the firit day of 27ay unti] the 12th. the whole 
Ifland of Sicily rrembled , and then was. heard a 
great roaring and cracking noiſe, as If great pieces 
of Ordinance had been diſcharged , after this fo}- 
lowed the ruine ard overthrow of many buildings 
thorowout te whole Ifland. This raging conti- 
nued for. eleven whole days together,in which time 
the Earth [ on the ſide of the Mount] was rent, 
and opened it ſelf in wide clefts ; from whence did 
iſſue forth flames of fire with ſuch force and ſtrength 
wo” Di | that 
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the burning of Etna, or Mount Gibel.- '% "T7 
that all things within 15. miles of eErxa were + 
thereby conſumed ard burnt up. A lictle after the 
Cup which is on the top of the Mount tor three 
whole days together did caſt forth ſuch a large 
quantity of burning coals and aſhes, that they were 
diſperſed not only throughout the whole Iſland, but 
they were alſo carrzed over Sea into 7raly , yea ſome 
Ships two hundred leagues from S7c!/y received da- 
mage hereby in their voyage to Venice. Thus YVa- 
YENHs. 

There. have been other great- ervptions of fire 
from this Mountain beſides what is ordinary,which 
Writters record , but none that I ever read of like 
unto this laſt, of which the account followerh. 


CHAP 11. 


Concerning the Anteceaents of the late eruption 
of Aſount Mtna. 


T was on Fryday night the eight of arch 
1663. that a great noiſe _ roaring was 
heard: from the bowels and mouth of Mount »-£t- 
a, Which ſounded far and near, more loud and 
dreadful than that of great Guns, in the Camps or 
Ships of engmies ; the roaring of the Sea in a ſtorm 
when it ]ifteth up its Waves on high , and daſherh. 
them with violence upon great Rocks, and lofty 
Shoars was nothing-in compariſon; and it may bg 
queſtioned whether the loud cracks, of thunder; 
when with the greatelt fiercencſſe 'it breaketh' 
thorow the thickeſt cloud,did ever ſound fo terribly 
(although this hath ſome rime cauſed great men full 


. of 
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of guilt to run under their beds for fear)as this roar- 
ing and bellowing of Mount e/£:na did that night : 
which , being in the fitent night , when all things 
were huſh , and other noiſcs afteep, was heard with 
the greater plainneſſe and aſtoniſhmenr. 

This awakened the Inhabitants of Cataniaa City 
fifteen miles diſtant from the Mount , eſpecially 
thoſe who lived upon the Borders and fides thereof, 
whereby they were ſurprized with great fear, poſlt- 
bly much as the wicked world ſhall be , when'they 
ſhall hear the ſound of the laſt Trumper, fummon- 
12g them ro Judgement. 

ihe roaring of the Mountain was accompained 
at the fame time, with a ſhaking and trembling of 
the Earth , which muſt needs add to the trembling 
, and horrour of the people who dwelt there abour. 
The City of Catania ir ſelf did feel the earth quake, 
the houſes whereof ſhock ſo and danced, as it they 
would immediately have tumbled from their foun- 
dations : Burt the / fre was moſt violent in 
the Countreys and Villages nearer unto, and upon 
the ſides of the Mountain , where there was ſuch a 
ſha-ing and concuſffon , that people could not 
ſtand upon their legs without holding one by the 
other, but recled and ſtapgered too and fro , asf 
they had been overcome with Drink ; and the 
houſes of many- were fo cleit and tori, that firſt 
faking out their Inhabitants , who with all ſpeed 
iaſtned our of them , they quickly tumbled to the 
ground.” The whole Town of MNico/ofi was utterly 
.ruin'd by the Earth-quake, the Towns of Padara 
and Tre-Caſtager were the pgreateft part of them 
. guin'dand deſtroyed. | 
The fight of fuch ruines before the eye,the ns 
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fuach motions and ſhakings under the feet, the 
found of ſuch roarings from the Mountain in the 
ear, ſurely did ſtrike thoſe people with more ter- 
rour and amazement , than was upon the Inhabi. 
tants of Zondon , when their houſes were in flames 
before them, and they forced to ſeek their lodgings 
in the Fields. 


Beſidcs this, the, fear of theſe perplexed people 


was encreafed when they ſaw the ground fo cleave 
in ſeveral places about them, and the Earth to open 
1ts mouth as if it would haye devoured them, as for- 
merly the Rebellions Corah, Dathan, and Abiram 


were ſwallowed up. This put them upon the wing , 


to fly with all haſt from thoſe parts , who in great 
amazement, with hair ſtanding an end, joints trem= 
bling , diftrafted looks , hardly able to ſpeak, 
broughr the ridings of theſe things to the City of 


Cantania. | 


CHAP. IV. 


Concerning the Eruprion it ſelf of Fire and Brimſtone 


from Aount Ana. 
A Frer warning given by the voice of the 


| Mountain, and the ſhaking of the Earth un-. 
to people to fly from that place of danger and 


threat: :4 ruine ; on Munday the 11th. of 2farch, 
there were three great eruptions on the fide of the 


Mountain , beſides theſmoke and flames which i{- 
ſzed forth of the, mouth at the top thereof : the 


breaches and clefrs of the Earth were a half of a 
mile in compaſſe ( as afterwards g--Ted) our of 


which an horrible burning flood di . come forth, 7 
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and more fiercely than any floods of Water could 
do, ran down the ſides of the Mount. Ir was the 
fire contained before within the bowels of the 
Mountain too big and great to vent it ſelf at the 
top, that forced it's way thorow the ſides, and 
making doors for it ſelf, brak forth with ſuch noiſe 
and rage as was terrible to hear and behold. 

This fire in its firſt vent, folding it ſelf in great: 
Games as if more than a thouſand — had been 
b irning rogether , mounted up towards Heaven not 
Jeſſz ( as was judged ) than a hundred Yards in 
height ; which was accompained with ſuch a roar- 
ing noiſe, far beyond what was heard before at 
the mouth of the Hill, like as 1f more than a thou- 
ſand Canons or great pieces of Ordinance had been 
at once viſcharged ; and there withall vaſt ſtones 
were ſhot forth, tome of them three hundred pound 
' weight, which were mounted aloft very high in the 
Air , and with great force were thrown many miles 
from the place : this grew into a furious Tempeſt, 
not of Rain or Hail, but which was far more 
dreadful,of burning coals and aſhes,and ſuffocating 
ſmoke which bear down upon the Countrey all a- 
bout , ſomething like that rain of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, which fell upon So4ow2. | , 

But that which was moſt notable in theſe erupti- 
ons, was the ſtream and floodof fire , which in li- 
qued melted matter, "guſhed forth at the breaches. 
We read 7/a. 30. 33.%Of a ſtream of Brimſtone 
kindled by the breath of God , which runneth in 
burning Tophet : Sueh was the ſtrcam of Fire and 
Brimftone which came forth of this burning Moun- 
rain, the flames of it were blew like burning brim- 
ſtone, rhe coulour of itfiery red, like melted br, 
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' the motion of it like Quick-ſilver ; this ſtream 


(wherein great ſtones were ſeen to ſwim of the dig- 
neſs of an ordinary Table )coming forth at the ſides 
of the Mountain , ran down like a mighty torrent, 
and meeting with a Hill devided it ſelf into two 
currents, which ſpread themſelves, one of them in 
ſome places at leait {ix miles in breadth , and was 


judged to be fifteen yards in depth. In its progreſſe 


this {iream ran in, upon a Lake of four fathem Wa- 
ter, and four miles in compaſs, which it both filled 
up, and raiſed a Hl of ragged Stones and Rocks 
upon it. The compoſition of this fiery ſtream was 
judged to be Sulphur, Nitre, Sal Armoniac, Lead, 
Iron, Braſs, and other Metals, melted with the ve- 
hement heac of the fire. 

We have read of a Deluge and Flood of Waters, 
which drowned the old World ; and other leſſer 
inunda:1ons whica have drowned particular places ; 
bur I know not any Hiſtory , which giveth relation 
of a Deluge and Flood of fire,ſuch as this, which des 
voured and deſtroyed whatever lay in it's way. 
There relation relleth us that © whereſoeverir 
© paſſed, it left large heaps of it's congealed matter, 
«< with which it covered and burnt the Earth,melt- 


<* ing the Walls of Caſtles and Honſes, throwing 


** down all before it , nothing being found able to 
* reſiſt it's force , &r quench 1t's burning, Watet 
* being obſerved L > toaddtoit's fury : Where 
* ever it hath paſſed, ith#h left dreadful marks 
& behind it, levelling ſoqte Hills,and raiſing others; 
*© ſo much changing the ſcituation, that not the 
& [eaſt trace of any place or Town,which was 1n 1t's 
*« way,remains, nothing being to be ſeen, but con- 
&« fuſed heaps of ragged ſtones , which yeilding # 
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"" 632 * Frireand Brimftone from Earth , in 
* noiſom fume ſtrick rerrour and aſtoniſhment in 
« a}1 char behold it. | 

The firſt breaking forth of this burning Flood of 
Fire , was on the Munday t'e 11th. of March, 
which in it's progreſs dcyided it ſelf into ſeveral 
leſſer ſtreams, and filled the whole Countrey there- 
bout with Fire and Brimſtone, in many places where 
theſe ſtreams did come greatflames were (cen to a- 
riſe together, with thick ſmoke as from the mouths 
of ſo many great Furnaces. | h 
_ -After the Flood of Fire was come down the 
Mountain , and rewards the foot, which is not fo 
ſeep , it did not move, with that ſwiftneſs as be- 
© -- fore, yet nothing could divert it's courfe , but it 
E 4: overturned and conſumed alfgwhere ever ir came, 
\.: The firſt ſtreams continued titerr courſe for twelve 
+» days together, and after hopes that the fury was 
+". now ſpent on Fryday the 22d. of Afarch the 
=. Mountain e£:n4 roared and thundered , ſmoked 
=S and flamed again moſt hideouſly at the mouth, 
++ * hook & trembled tliroughout moſt dreadfully un- 
” Tothevery foundations , and caſt forth ſuch heaps 
of ſcinders ſtones and ragged Rocks out of it's bo- 
fom and bowels, at thole breaches before made in 
it's ſides, that they grew together and were raifcd 
Mto two large and high Hills, and this acccompa- 
nied with another ſtream of it's 11quid melted mat- 
ter , which overtook the formereurrents, and thrult 
them forward with great fury. __ 
- But on the 25th. of Afarch the Moyntain bel- 
lowed with a greater noiſe than ever before , and 
ras ſhaken with ſuch violence and force ,* that a 
large part of the head and top fell into the breaſt- 
#:dbowels,and that the depth of half a mute 9s ſowe, 
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| to judge. And then iſſued: orth fiery ſtreams ini 2 
ſo great abundance, that joyning forces with the © * 


former, they made great havock and deſolation,de- 
firoying the habitations of no leſſe than feven and 
twenty thouſand perſons : the Towns of La Gaar- 
dia, Malpaſſa, Campo Rotuygo, La Potielli, Antoxs- 


26, Pietro, Mofterbiance, Monpileri, Falicchi, Placchi, + 


were wholy conſum'd amd ruin'd: Yea,the Image of 
the bleſſcd Lady ofthe Annunciata, (MG highly re- 

yerenced by the Superſtitious Papiſts , unto which 

many reſorted in Pilgrimage from remote parts) 

was not ſpared , whatever power the Interceflion 

of that Virgin Lady hath with her Son in Heaven, 

for perſons here upen the Earth, (as the Papiſts ri- 

diculouſly fancy) yet nothing could now avail to 
ſecure her Image from being ſwallowed up by this 
devouring fiery ſtream 3 whereby all may ſce that 
there was no difference between the ſtones of that 
Image,and thoſe of the other buildings in that place 
which equally felt the fofce of the fire. Other 
places were ruin'd in part, as /fafealucia, Giovanni 
ae Galermo, with many other , and at length the 
burning ſtreams do approach near unto Gates and 
Walls of the City Calarta, in their courſe deſtroy- 
ing Fields, Gardens, Orchards, and Vineards about 
it ; which filled the Inhabitants with ſuch fear, that 
far the greateſt part of them removed themſelves 
and their goods out of the City. Yet what ever 


the danger and fear was , the Lord preſerved the": 


Ciry from being ſwallowed up by theſe devouring 
ſtreams ; part of theſe ſtreams were congealed on 
the-Land , one of them emptied it ſelf underzhe 
Wals of the Caſtle into the Sea in four fathonr 
Water - which held it's current in the Sea two 
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= 64 © Fire and Brimftone from Earth, in ? 

fathom high above it, and to the aſtoniſhment of 
all ſpectatours, burned in the Sea it ſelf ſora great 
while, and making progreſs into the Sea a mile in 
length, anda mile in bredth , was not quenched by 
the water of the Sea, until having ſpent it ſelf, it did 


- of it ſelf congeal. 


CHASE FT. 
s 
Concerning the Concemitants of the E raption and 


burning. of Aztna. 


thus vomit flames of fire at the top, and 

ftreams of fire at the ſide , accompained with ſuch 

horrid noiſe and cracking in the Air, ſuch dreadful 

. trembling and ſhaking of the Earth ; other things 

alſo were very obſervable ar the ſame time , ſuch as 

the ſwelling of the Sea unto a grear afid unaccuſtom- 

\, ed height, with preat raging and raaring Waves, 

the Floods of Warer did ſeem to lift up their heads 

to ſee this dreadful ſpeRtacle of the Floods of fire, 

and the Waves of the Sea did lift their voice in great 

tumult, as being amazed at the horrid aſpect of the 
Waves and Streams of Flames and Brimſtone. 

The Winds alſo, which raiſed this Tempeſt in the 
Sea, were high, having broken looſe from their ha- 
bitation, and with great noiſe and bluſtring whirl- 
ed about the Land, in fierce blaſts beating upon the 
houſes and unſheltred people in the Fields,as if they 
would contend for force with the raging and irreſt- 
ſtable fire. | 

The Clouds were gathered thick in the Sky, and 
arrayed the Heayens with black attire , $iding the 
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the barning of £tna of Mownt Gibel: | 


comfortable and refreſhing beams of the San; from | 


the fight which if ſometimes 1t deed peep thorow 
the Clouds, it was with a pale countenance, as if te 
had been ſtruck with fear, and dared not to appear 
in ſuch a diſmal place, x . 

Storms of rain often powred down from the 
Clouds, which ſcem-d in compaliton to weep , to 


"weep Floods of tears, endeavouring thereby to con- 


tridute ſomg heip for the extinguiſhing of the 
flames ;, butall th: Rain which fell was ſo far from 
quenching or allaying , that ir did bur rhe more en- 
creaſe and exaſperate rhe fury of the Fire ,. which 
hereby burned ſo much the moxeferrcely. 


In the Ciry there was danger of the Houſes over- }. 


throw by the Winds and Earth-quak, or their be- 
ine devoured and ſwallowed up by the Deiuge of 


Fire ; Inthe Fields and Countreys there was dan- - 


ger of being d:ſtroy:d by Thieves and Robbers, 
who took advantage of the peoples confuſtons to ſet 
upon them, murdering many, and ſpoiling them of 


their choiceſt things , which they had ſaved outiof-* 


their ruin*d houſes. 


WES wh | 
Great was the dread and terrour, which now did ., 
poſſeſs the hearts of the pzople 5 Our Saviour tore= .** 


tells, Luke 21.25, 26. That on Earth there ſhould 
be diſtreſſe of Nations with perplexity , the Sea and 
the Waves roaring , and mens hearts failing then for 
fear, and for looting after thoſe things, which are 


perplexity. of theſe people. ItisJgid in the Rela- 
tion, .** That peopiz ran with crycs and lamenta- 
< tions about the City 'and Countrey, expeQting 


CE nothing but to be ſwallowed up, or conſumed by. - 
«the Fire , having no other apprehegfiuns but” 1:18 
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Such was the diſtreſſe and 


2:66 Fire and Brimſtonefrom Earth , in 
*#*: of ckath , and a general Confagration. 
Had che Chriſtian religion taken place there in the 
purity and power thereof, it might have born up 
»._ the ſpirits of the ſincere, and eftabliſhed Chriſtians 
F "-againſt overwhelming fear and amazement in all 
F: thoſe ſtorms and danger, Jf of the vertuous Man 
much more may it be ſaid, of the truely Religions. 
Ss fracituvillabatur orbis impavidum ferient raine, 
though the frame of the Earth and World ſhould 
crack and be diſſolved , yet ſuch a one would be 
urdaunted under it's ruines,; ſuch,when the Moun- 
tain was diſlolved and djd melt with fervent heat 
irto Floods of burnirg Fire , might look upon 
'Prath,/the utmoſt the tire could bring upon them ) 
with an unappaled countenance, yea, with great 
confidence and comfor: , becauſe of their well- 
grounded hopes of reſt and happineſs in Heaven, 
whoſe habitation prepared for them there is bey- 
ond the reach of any Earthly Fire to conſume. 

But no wonder if the þlind Superſtitious Papiſts, 
whoſe worſhip is mingled with ſuch vanity and. 
Irdelatry , be-filled with ſuch dread and horrour, 
eſpecially. the more notorions Sinners amongſt 
them : ſurely the conſciences of the moſt are now 
awkened, the ſtings and laſhes whereof (no doubt ) 
above all other things did art this time encreafe their 
terrour. 

Bur what courſe do they take for the diverting 
Gods anger , which ſo viſibly did break forth in 
theſe Flames and Fire from the burning Mountain, 
and for the prevention of the threatned ruine ?..they 
donot betake themſelves ro their knees, to Faſting. 

_. ard Prayer in any way of Gods preſcribing ; they, 
bs 60 not apply themſelves by Paith unto the Blogd of 
i Ciriſty: . 
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the burning of Etna, or Hfount Gibel. 1 
Chriſt, ro appeaſe the wrath of the angry God" <2 
No. The Relation telleth us that ** The Relipiou® © * - 5 
*« appearcd every where with much deyotion, car=",.; ** 4 
«ryting in Proceſlion their Reliques , eſpecially -* + 4 
” bo e of St. Agatha, the famous Martyr of Caray FA 
* 2:14, in which they repoſed no ſmall confidence, 
| * followed by a great multitude of people, mortify- 
| « ing themſelves with W hips ,. and other ſigns of 
penance. And at another time. © The Biſhop of 
*« the place followed by the Clergy, Secular ; and 
< Regular, and an infinite number of the people 
<c went in ſolemn: Proceſſion out of the City of . 
| « Catania anto Monte de St. Soppia ,carrying out 
* with greateſt Devotion, their choiceſt Reitques,. 
« and uponan Altar , erected in view of the Moun- 
<« tain expoſed them , where they celebrated Maſle, 
«aud uſcd exorciſmes accuſtomed upon ſuch extra- 
<« ordinary occaſions. 
Thus blind and ſottiſhly Superſtitions theſe peo% 
ple are; But 1s the anger of the Lord hereby ap» 
peaſed ? No, it.is ſo much-the more encreaſed, and 
rity cannot:charfn 'the noiſe and flames of the 
Mountain wich all their Exorciſmes. Bur all ths 
while they continue in their Superſtitious exerciccs. 
It is ſaid; * The Moantain ceaſed not as before 
** with exceſlive'roaring to throw up it's ſmoke and 
© flames with extraordinary violence, and abun-- 
« dance of great ſtones were carried thorow the air, 
« ſome of them falling within their view, though ax . 
& ten miles diſtant from the eraption, This was 
an open rebuke of them for their Superſtition t@ 
odtous and abominable ir the fight of God. ; 
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CHAP. VL 


| Concerning the cauſe of the Eruption of 
"6 " Aount A&tna. 


"I ae acc. ti. - 


FT He Supreme cauſe of the flames and fiery 
| ſtreams, which brake forth from the Bowels 
of Monnt «Eras, was the Lord ,” who is nor only 
Ens' Entium , the Being of Beings 3 but alſo Casſs 
Cas/artm, the Cauſe of Cauſes; whatever was the 
ſecond , God was the firſt cauſe all the works of 
Nature in the World, being effeed by him who is 
the God of Nature, in and by him every thing hath 
as it's being , ſoalſo ir's vertue and operation. It 
is ſaid, fobg. 10. He doth great things paſt finding 
"out, yea ana wonders without number ;, amonglt the 
*X Afirabilia Dti , the wonderful works of God, this 
Y 1s none of the l:alt, In Miractes God doth work 
More immediately , and in wonders God doth 
£4. work- more. rerarkably than+in ordinary works. 
8% Moreover this Eruption of Fire, which made ſuch a 
= © dreadful devaſtation of houſes carried with it the 
plain face of a Judgement , and every judgement 
Iris from God, as the Judge of the World ; God 1s 
4n no wiſe the Author of $1n , but he is the Author 
of al} penal evil : rhe anger of the Lord did not on- 
iy fmoke , but break forth into a Flame ; 1t was the - 
breath of the Lord that did kindle this Stream, 
which overturncd and ſwallowed up ſo many Ha- 
birartions. | | pgs 
And ſurely, the Inhabitants of the place had-been 
'blowing up the Coals of Gods anger before by. . 
their Sins; It was not withgut cauſe from T0 Y 
ZE _ ſelves; 


The diſtance of this Place from Rowe is but little, 
and the difference between them in Idolatry,and all: 
ſort of wickedneſs is reported-to be lefſe 7 Sigily 


hath drunk deep of rhe Cup of Fornication , whicly 


is1n the hand of the Remi W hore, and God nt3de, 
ſome of them drink ſomething of the Cup of his 
Wrath and Indignation : yea, Soda) it felf is of, 
frequent praRtice in thoſe parts, and God brings 
ruine like unta that of Sodom upon their houſes by: 
Streams of Fire and Brimſtone , though through 
infinite patience their perſons were preſerved- -- . : 


The cauſe under God of theſe dr:adful Eruprtions ' 


was the Fire in the Bowels of the Mountain, which 
meeting with'a large quantity of combuſtible mat- 
ter and kindling it , could not be contained in fo 
ſtreight room, but with ſuch noiſe and violenge. 
brake forth in ſuch flames and ſtreams at the mouth. 
and ſides. | | | 


- When this Fire was firſt kindled is not known,, '- 


the burning of the Mountain being more aacieat. 
than any Hiſtory can remember. What the Poets 
feign concerning the War of the Gyants with the. 
Gods and their caſting down great Exceladus with, 
Thunder , and keeping him down with vaſt Moun-; 
tains, and this of e-£rna being thrown upon his, 
head, that this Fire was kindled by his hoc breathzis. 
as ridiculous, as it i5 fabulous. | $54 
Some are of the opinion that there are Fountains, 


of Fire under ground as well as of Water ; and that,” 
in the boſom and bowels of the Earth , God hath. 


layd.,up Treaſures of this Element, enclofingitia 


* vaſt Caverns . as in ſo many Store-houſts ;, which 


Subterranean Fire they afligneo be the cauſe of hot 
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| Biy-z and Brimſftone from Earth , i» 
Bathes, and that Mount e£1»4, as alſo Veſavins 
with other flaming Mountains, which 1. nn 
and Travellers tell us are to be ſeen in all the parts 


_ of the World , are the breathing holes of this Fire: 
' but the Scripture is wholly filent of any ſuch work 


of God there; weread of the Earth,and the gather- 
ing together of the waters,and theFountatns of the 
preat deep , bur nothing of any Fountains of Fire 
mingled with either of theſe Elements, and the 
kying up of this Element in ſtore, ina place ſo 
jow, when naturally ic tendeth upwards, is not caſic 
to conceive ; beſides who ever hath deſcended into 
the depths of the Earth, to fearch and find out 
theſe depths of Fire? | 

7aſti# giveth other reaſons of chis Fire , Z:5. 4. 
Cav. 1. Eft antemserra tennis & ſragilis, caveryis 
quibuſdam.fuliſque ita peretrabilts, ut ventorum to- 
ra ferme flatibus pateat ;, nee non CF ignibis generax- 
d:s,nstriendi/que oli ipſina naturalis materia : qaiype 
S2trinſorus ſtratum ſulphure & bitumine traditsr : 


* QUE YES facit wt ſpirits cam ti gne iHter iimteriora lattarne 


te, frequenter & compluribus lccis nunc flammas nunc 
waporem, nunc fumum eruttet, Tnas aenique Fire 
w011tss per tot f ber durat incendium. The meaning 
in brief is this, The earth in that place being ſo thin 
znd hollow , and penetrable by the Winds and.che 
nature of the ſoil fo Sulphurious , and ſo fit matrer 
for the bepetting and nouriſhing of Fire , the mo- 
tion of the Wind clofed in, doth kindle the Fire 
which belcherh forth in ſmoke and flames , and 
hence it is thatthe burning of e/£:# hath endured 
for ſo many ages. Unto which he addeth a hierle | 
after, ſpeaking of the fall of the Waters. Eadew 

enx/ed e114m Ftnx Adontis gerpetuvos nuts facit , 


- 


taindoth more on leflzr vomir up ſparks and fire. 


* the burning of Ktra, or Mount Gebif 1 +5 FM 
Nam aquarum ic cancurſus, raption ſecum ſpirit ” "ER 
in imum ſundim trahtt , atqae thi ſuffccatuu tam- 
aiuxenet , donec per ſpiramenta Terre dif wſus nttri- , 
menta ignis i1render. The cauſe of e/£tna's pexpe- 
tual Fire is from the great and perpetual fall vf the 
Water, near at hand which carryeth down the 
Wind aud Air, and ſuffocateth- it at the bottom, 
whence it breatheth away through ſome crevices of 12 
the Earth, towards the Mountain , and -this kind- 0 
leth and bloweth up the Flames. 5 

Another aſligneth the cauſe more clearly thus : 
4 tnam conſtar ab ea parte qua Enrus & Aﬀricus 
flant, babere ſpeluncas , & plenas Smlphuris, ad © 
Aaredeantlas : He ſpelunce recipientes in fe flalius 'Y 
ventum creant , qui ag:tatus ignem'g! onit ex Sulphas 
res, Mount e/E7na, faith he, that way which tne 
Eaſt and South wind do dlow , hath Caverns and 
Vaults full of Sulpbur,which reach fo tar as the Sea, 
which Vaults receiving into them the Waves of thes - 2 
Sea, Wind is begot hereby , which Winds being © * 7 
violently moved doth beper the Fire out of the Sul- +3 
phur, and therefore afterward he rellerh us , that | 
as the Eaſt and South Wir.d do blow ſo this Moun- 


Lucretins, Lib. 6, doth ſer forth the cauſe, _ 
-<-=-=-—- Primum totius ſubcauva Fonts | $35 
Eft zatura fere, filicum ſuffulta cavern:s : " þ 
Omnibus eft porro in ſpeluners vertins & are, Fc. %s 
The Mountain e#£:a4 hollow is throughout, ; 
With ſtones of Flint it's Cave are lin'd about, 

W hereby it is held up ; The wind is there 

In _ Cave begot by moved Air; 

Through motion heart's engender'd ig the Earth, * 

Thence fire fprings forth, and flames have birth. fool] 
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xſides; againſt che Mountain's Roots the Main 


| Break her fweln Waves and ſwallow them again ; 


From whence unto thc top of it's aſcent 


"+ =» . 
The undermining Caves have their extent 


Through which the B:lows breath, and caſt forth 
flames | | . 
Witch ſhowers of ſtones aſhes. ----- -- ; 
Thus concerning. the gauſe of e/£r2's burning, 
which as ro the ſecond cauſe, may rather be gueſſed 
at then fully underſtood. | 


CHAP. VIE 


The Vſe of the Burning of Aitna. - 
Heſe ate dreadful Eruption of Fire and 


Brimſtone from Mount e-£r-a, ſhould car- 
ry our eyes upward unto God the Author 


: #þcreof. The Lord hath been lately upon the Earth, 
:2#Dde bath ſhown himſelf in great Majeſty ; 


a Fire 
hath devoured before: him , and it hath bcen very 
tempeſtuous round about, a ſmoke hath gone our 
'of his mouth and Coals have been under his feet; 
he hath clothed himſclf with flames, and of late ap- 
peared very terribly in theſe Erropeas parts; he 
hath not only kindled fires in houſes and Cities, 
urningthem into aſhes and ruinous heaps , but he 
hath alto kindled a fre 1n a great Mountain, which 
hath broken forth with a great fame. We read 


- Te 
Pſel. 27. Thewoiceof the Lora 1s power fal, and full 
" «f ALijeſty , the veiceof the Lerdis upon the Wat ervy. 


the God of Glory thardereth , the voice of the Lordxa. 
pen many Waters 4c voice of the Lord ſhaketh the 
Wilderncſs, aud maketh Lebanon ro Ship like a pag 
: 2 | UVnifern.  » 
"3 


| the. burning of 102, or Ffownt Gebil- . © 73-78 

* Unicorn, - Such Majeſty and Power hath beenin *' - #2 

| Gods voice, which was heard from this Mount , 
the voice of the Lord hath founded .from the 
Earth, the God of Glory hath thundered out of 

h the bowels of a great Mountain , whereby rhe foun- : * 
dations thereof have been ſo ſhaken, as if he would: 
have overturned it in his anger. Formerly the Lord 

, brought forth ſtreams of Water our of the hard. 

d Rock, and lately he hath brought forth ſtreams of 
Fire out of the deep Earth. This is the Lord's do-, 
ing, and it ſhould-be marvellous in our eyes, If we by 
wonder at the work , let us wonder more at the *.'® 
Worker ; if we admire to hear of ſuch floods of fire, | 

; we haye more reaſon to admire Gods infinite Powers 
who hath effected this. 

| U/e 2. The Relation of 2/ft»a's burning ſhould 

awaken impenitent Sinners out of their carnal ſecu- ; 

rity , whilſt they conſider the hand of God herein, - +; 
and that this God who kindled ſuch a Fire in thi. == 

Mountain, is highly incenſed againit them, ſo long” 

as they allow and indulge themſelves in any Sinfu 

praRices ; and that the Fire of Gods anger which + 

is kindled in his'breaſt againſt them, is ten thou- 

ſand times more dreadful , than the Fire which was 
kindled in the bowels of the Mountain , yea that 

God is preparing the Fire of Heil for them , which 

ſhall burn them everiaſtingly,if they do not repent, 

that God who hath power to kindle a Fire inthe _: * 

Earth, hath power to kindle the Fire of Hell, and... ©: 

be thar hath power to keep-alive the fire of-this- -4 

mountain for ſome thouſandsaf years,hath power 

ro-keep alive the Fire of Hell unto Eternity, this* 3 

he can do ,'and this ke will dag.and oh how feartul = 

2 thing will it be, to be thee 7n.19t0 everlaſh 1. Þ ; 
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Co 32:94 -* Fire and Brimftone from Earth , t 
2 > Names! (of which more largely in the next dif. 
courſe.) Awake then all ye Sons and Daughters 
of fleep and ſecurity , ye children of night and 
darkneſs, and all ye workers of iniquity ! : 

Look up and fee how powerful and terrible the 
Lord 1s, and how unable you are to make reſiſtance; 
when once his hand ſhall take hold on vengeance, 
Gods anger now doth” but ſmoke sgair.ſt _ , cre. 
long ir will break forth intoa flame, which will 
burn to the loweſt Hell, and never ſhall be extin- 
puſhed. | 

Let me therefore perſwade you to break off your 
Sins by repentance , and apply your ſelves to Chriſt 

*by Faich , that the anger of the Lord rowards you 
may b.{appeaſcd, and thar being reconciled, you 
may eſcape the dreadful effcts of his diſpleaſure. 


" CHAP. VII 
_ "4. Y) 


FF" Concerning the burning of London that my be. 


Oſe. 3. He Relation of »/£tna's burning, 

| Nhould lead vs unto the confidera- 
tion of the Burnings which may be,and the Burnings 
which will be. 

Firſt, Conſider the Burnings which may be : our 
dear and beloved City of London may be burnt a- 
gain with fire, and chat not only che Suburbs and 

uthwark,asd remaining Timber houſes, which the 
Jaſt Fire ſpared ; but alfo rhe New-built Houſes of 
Brick, many of them have bcen tryed that they can 
burn , for no Buildlfng on Earth 1s a ſufficient de- 
- fence againſt Fire FI don't think we are in danger 


- ©.” pf any ſuch Fire as that of <7, to break forth 4 
fl "op | from: - 
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A from under gur fees out of the bowels of the Earthz * © ® 

'S but we may bein dariger of a Fire Forged in Hel), "i 

d I mean ſome Develiſh wicked men may be contri- of. 
ving again the burning of the City. Ir isnot long : 

: fince this our flouriſhing City was laid waſt by de- 1 

. rouring flames, | - | 

; The D:poſitions given before Magiſtrates , con- 

2 cerning the hantls of the Papiſts ſer 0n-work herein, 

| are not forgotten, the principles of the Papiſts, 


which will allow them to murder Princes , blow up 
Parliaments, Maſſacre people , burn Cities, if they 
be Hereticks as they call them, are not altered.. 
The attempts of late to ſet houfes in the City on. 
Fire in ſeveral places, have been mage evident, and 
T wiſh that there be no curſed defign now on fear, * 
amongſt ſuch vile perſons , to burn aur City , an4 
Maſſacre our perſons together , it is not amiſs for 
us to think what may be, the may be of a houſe*g# 
falling down upon our head in trhie ſtreet, and being” 
cruſhed thereby to picces, (as ſome have been} 
ſhould put us upon contirual preparation for deagh,, | 
and much more when we are in danger of death rwa- 3 
ny other ways. If you ſhould hear a cxy at Mid- : 
night, che Papifts are come , that Fire-balls arc fly- Eg 
ing about the ſtreet , that Fires are kindled in ſev: < "4 
ral parts of the City at the ſame ume , and that. 
bloody cut throats ſtand ready to Butcher a naked 

,- people, as they comeforth of burning Houſes with: 

© their goods. If you ſhould hear the groans and CY 
ſhreeks of your Neighbours, Whilit they are cruelly 7 
Maſfacred: by the hands of miexeileſs villains , anig 
when they approach your dogs , and you fee na” $5 
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way of efcaping, but inevitalle* cath is before you ; #*Y 
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26 Fitgard Bromftone from Earth, in 
# --- when you, have no time to prepare, how wonld you 
£1 be ſurprized?how would yoube affrighted?It is good 
2 . To provide for the worſt, that when ever death doth 
- appear, in whatever ſhape it may not prove a King 
of Terrours. How happy are thoſe who have made 
their Peace with God-, when ſome men will not be. 
at peace with them ? how httle reaſon have thoſe 
ro fear the wrath'of any here , who are delivered 
from the wrath to come ? how ſafe is that treaſure, 
which is laid np 1g Heaven, far beyond'the reach of 
Thief or Ruſt or Flames of Fire ? get clear evidence 
of theſe things; if you be delivered out of the ſnare 
of the Devil , you need not be affraid of the ſnares 
of Men , if you be not in danger of Hell, ye need 
not be affraid of Death , if you have well-grounded 
hopes, to eſcape everlaiting flames, and to attain 
evealaſting joys through your Intreſt in Chriſt and 
his purchaſe, you may ſmile at the flames of your 


ZHouſes, and laugh atdeſtrution when it cometh. 
/ = 1 hope (if there be ſuch a deſign which I net- 
>... Ther dq, norcanaſſirm) that the Lord will prevent 
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#*.. the effuſion of our Blood and Deſtruction of our 
-7.* City, which too many may defire , and that if 
vw ever they ſhould atrempt ſuch a Maſſacre as 1n Pa- 
TI ri; Or Ireland, and to mingle our Blood and Fire 
: rogether , that the Lord will ſo ſpirit all true Pro- 
teltants and Engliſhman”, to ſtand up ſo in their 

= '*..0v7 defence, which the Law of God and Nature 
= Will allow, as by themto bring that Deſtruction 
be .- zpo; themſelves, whichthey may endeavour apainſt 
328 Jain all Juſtice n&Law , to bring vpon Gods 
=  Sccondly, e/Etnlly buxning ſhould lead us to the 
Eeonſideration of thenBarnings which will be : There 
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are three great burnings, thar certainly will be, **- "43 
' 1. The Burning of Rome.” Wh Res. 
2. The Burning of the World. I, TERS... 
3. The Burning of Hell. | 2:2 


Concerning the burning of Rome. 


Burging of Roms , which certainly 
will be , of which this Botion of e/Etna ſo near 
may be a Prognoſtick and Fore-runner , it being of 
common obſervation amongft rhem that the ex-., 
rraordinary eruptions of this Mount are ominous, * 
eſpecially unto Rome. That Reme is the Babylon 
threatned with deſtruRion and Fire, will be evident » #3 
if you look 1ato the Deſcription, Rev 17. 1, 2,3,,% 
4, 5,6. And there came one of the ſeves Angels" - 3 
which had the ſeven Viols and talkgd with me, ſaying _ > 
unto me come hither , I will ſhew wnfd phe# the”? ndge- FRA 
went of the great hore that fitteth pon many Waters, "> _ : 
with whom the Kings of the Earth have committed 4 
Fornication,aud the Inhabitants kave been made drank * | 
with the Wine of her Fornication. So he carried me 
away in the [pitt into the Wilderneſs: And T (aw 4 
Woman fit upou a Scarlet;colorred Beaſt, full of names 
of Blaſphemy , having ſeven Heads, and ten Horns 5 */*,- 7 
Azad the Woman was arrayed wn Purple and Scarlet \. 
colonr, and decked with Gold and Precious Stones, and > 
Pearls, having a Golden C ap #n her hand, full of 4bo-' 
mination and Filthineſs of hzr Popnication. And uyox ; þ 
ber Fore-head was a name Writtes : Myſtery Baby-5 
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"78. Fire and Brimflone from Earth, is 
bomination of the Earth. And 1 /aw the Woman 
drunken with the Blosd of the Saints , and with the 
Blood of the Martyrs of freſms. 1 hat this Decription 
;> .. Is applicable unto the Papacy of Rome , and tono 
+: other is evident from every part thereof, as it is 


Wo” explained by the Angel in this ſame Chapter, and 


= fulfilled as to every particular in the Popedom. We 
 » . arenotto underſtand it of one particular Pope, but 
-» ofthe-whole Race and Succeſlion of them, who are 
called the great Whore, ſitting upon many Waters, 
with whom the Kings of the Earth committed For- 
nication, &c. ſignifying the ſpiritual Fornication, 
committed by them with her , or the Idolatry 
which ſhe draweth them unto the practice of. The 
= Waters are the People , which ſhe hath uuder ſub- 
© _. jetion. The Scarlet-Coloured Beaſt ſhe fitteth 
Gn upon, having ſeven Heads, and ten Horns, is the 
”. . preatCity of Rome, and the ſtate thereof, the ſe- 
yen Heads ſignifie fexen Mountains'on which Rome 
2WFas builr, therefore called Septi-coll;s Roma,Seven- 
ilPd Rome. Moreover the City is defcrided to bz 
the Ciry which then Reigned over the Kings of the 
. Earth, which was the City of Rowe the Emperial 
+ Seat at that time ; the ten Horns ſignifie the Kings 
- of the Earth, which givetheir power to the Pope 
for his Tupport. This W hore is called Babylon,the 
vreat the Mother of Harlots ; who maketh the Na- 
tions drunk, with the Wine of her Fornication,and 
who her. ſelf is drunk with the Blood of Samrs and 
Martyrs. And to whom can this be apptiyed ? 
#: but unto the Pope , who doth intoxicate ſo man 
=> Nations as with Wineor potions,whence it cometh 
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mz! Fornication;and who hath ſhed ſo,much of the 
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 gloriffed her ſelf and live 


| washurning, and 1 hope London w:il be ſtanding, «I 


- the burning of tra, or . Adownt bel. A * __ Fs 
Blood of Saints, forthe. Teſtimony of Jeſus, ag#za# ** -: 
the Romiſh Superſtition and Idolatry. I ſhould. .- 
digreſs too far to apply all the parts of this deſcrigas + » | 
tion with other deſcriptions in the Revelations, and; ,. ** 
of Anti-Chriſt in theTheſſslonians unto the Pope of. ©# p 2 
Rome, as I might do and prove by unanſwerable Ars; 
guments,that the Pope is the Anti-Choſt, and Rowe = 
Spiritual Babylon ; That which here chiefly we | + "..? 
ſhould mind is the Judgement of this great Whore, 4% 
It i; ſaid, Ver. 6. The ten Horns which thou ſaweſt 
upon the Beaſt , ſhall hate the Whore , and ſhall make 
her deſolate and naked , and ſhall eat her Fleſh and 
burn her with Fre. And again Chap. 18. throwour. . 1 
we have the deſtriRion and burning of Babylos, or : 
Rowe, ſet forth at large, Ver. 2. Babylon the great - _} 
z fallen, is fallen, Ver. 4. Come ont of her my people, _ = 
that ye pertake not of her Fgene Ver. 7. As he hath 
deliciouſly, ſo much toy- : 
ment and ſorrow give her. Ver. 8. Her plagues haſt. 3 
come in 018 day; and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt with fire, #* * 1} 
for ftrovg is the Lord God who Juageth her. The | 
Kings of the Earth, that committed Fornication 
with her, and Merchants and Ship-maſters ſhall be- 
wail her, when they ſee the ſmoke of her burning; 
Ver. 9. But in Heaven there fhall be joy. 1he 
Lord will rejoice , the Prophets and Apoſtles wilt 
rejoice , and all the Saints will rejoice, in_the 
vengeance which ſhajl then be taken upon Her: - 
Ver. 20. | 7 : 
Rome was ſtanding and did rejoice when Lovdow 


and much more rejoice when Reme is burning ; 
Conan was burnt butfn part , Rczze ſhall be utter- 
dy borat with Fire 3 Gorges aites it's burning Is res 


«'F OHM D 4 
bit. 
.% Ne F 
HEY I "3 * 


E 4 


: 
” "x 2, 
fe 2 Nh 4 o 
$'% * 7 


Oo +Fire and Brimſtone from Earth, in 


:*.* *,*Þbullt in a'great meaſure but Rowe ſhall never be 
» *rebuilt afcer this burning. This Zaby/on when ir 
*Wlleth \ ſhall never riſe more. Ver. 21. And « 


mighty Angel rack, up a Ftone like a grear Mile-ſtone, 
and caſt it into the Sea: ſaying , Thus with violence 


© © Bal that great City Babylon be throws down, and ſhall 
| . be fuarad no mbre at all. As a great Mile-{tone thrown 


into the midſt of the Sea is overwhelmed with Wa- 
ter; ſo ſhall Rowe be overwhelmed with Fire : and 
as a Mile-{tone cannot be raiſcd and drawn our of 
the Sea; ſo Rome when burnt ſhall never be raiſed 
ag11n-ont of it's aſhes and rutnes, 

Dreadful will the deſtruction of Rome be, when 
the time of her barning is come z thoſe which ſtand 
a far off ,, for fear of her torment , (who have been 
friends to. her) ſhall lament , what lament tions 
then will there be ,, by ſuch as ſhall be found in the 
place it ſelf, when it ſhall be ſet on Fire about 


*..” their eares? when the Pope and Cardinals, and the 
'** other Inhabitants of that Filthy and Abominably 


wicked City , ſhall be conſumed together , (as 1s 
likely): in the midſt of the flames; O the h:deous 
out-crys which then will be made in every ſtreet ! 
when they are ſurrounded with Fire on all ſides, 
and there's no way |cft for them to eſcape ; when 
their Houſes and Wealth, and Perſons ſhall be 
conſumed; together by the devouring flames , when 
God by ſuch a dreadtul fire on Earth ſhall convey 
them down to the more dreadful fire of Hell. 

Then the Lord will avenge all theblood of his 
Saints, which under the Anti-Chriſtian tyranny 
hath been ſhed, for ſo many generations , - then he 
will avenge all the Idoiatry Pride , Covetouſneſs. 


Ke 9 Oppreſlion, Blaſphemy, Filthineſs, Conelty , and 


vw icked- 


4 « Sicle wil! cut it, and throw it into the Winepreſs of 
TY Gods wrath, where it ſhall be ſquieſed and cruſht to 
wa pleces. When their iniquitles are full , then their 
has ruine ſhall come. + 
yy And ſurely the time 1s not far off , I am much of 
uf the perſwaſton; thar this generation thall not pafle 
nd away before God will accompliſh what he hath 
of threatn'd concerning Rome: burning and deitrntion; 
led | the laſt Sands of the hour of Gods Patience feem to 
be running ; the forty and two months ſeem to be 
wo expiring, and the two witneſſes civilly flain,it may 
nd be, are arifing , and then Rome will quickly be fan 
"ay ling. 
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» Concerning the burning of the World, 

y 

” 2 Y the burning of Mount e/£rna, we may be 
" minded alſo of the bxrzing of the World, I 
" mean the laſt general conflagration of the World at +. ..- * 
k the end thercof : whether e/£t-:a's burning be a 
” Prognoſtick of Rome's burning is not. fo certain; 
* but that ic is a Prognoſtick of rhe Worlds buraing 
: and diſſolution by Fire, may be proved framScrip- 
Y ture, as Lyhe21. 11. Where our Saviour fore- 
KK telling his Diſciples what the ſigns ſhould be of his 
5 i comigg, and the end of the World, amongſt Wars, 
4 Peſtilences Earth-quakes , doth reckog up fearful 


fights, as one Fore-runner, andI yerily think there 
hath not been a more fearful ſight, ſince the days of 
our Saviour , then this of the Eruption of Fir faud 

| G Britkiſtone 
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" the burilng of Kitna,'r Moune Gibel," $: 
Wickedneſs of Rome together, © When the Grape®. © 
of this Vine are fully ripe, the Angel wich his ſharP. 


B2 Fire and Brimftone from Earth, in * 
#Brimſtone > fAaming Mountain ; the Inha- 

bitants of theÞlace expected a general conflagra- 
 tionthen, but we may well ſay , that this fearful 
ſight is a Fore-runner of it foretold by Chriſt ,. and 
thereiore ſhould put us in mind of it. 

The rotice of this great and univerſal burning of 
the World we have not from reaſon , but fromthe 
Scripture , the cleareſt and fulleſt place to prove 
thisis 2 Pct. 3.5, 6, 7. By the VVord of God the Hea- 
vers were of Old , and the Earth ſtanding ont of the 
Water and in the Water ; Whereby the World that then 
was being overflowed with Water, periſhed : But the 
Heavers end Earth which are now by the ſame Word 
are kept in ſtore , reſerved unto Fire , againſt the day 
of fudgement , and perdition of Ungoaly men. And 
V.r. 10. The day ef the Lord will come as a T hief in 


the Night , in the which the Heavens ſhall paſſe away 


with agreat noi/e,and the Elements ſhall melt with fer- 
wait heat , the Earth alſo, and the works that are 
therein ſhall be burnt up, 


Here Note. 


Firſt, That as the World of old was drowned by 
Water : ſo that the World that now 1s ſhall be 
conſumed by Fire , as certatnly as the former was ; 
ſ» certainly the later ſhall be, and as dreadful} as the 
Flood was to Sinners on that day : ſodreadful and 
much more dreadful will the Firc be to Sinners on 
the laſt day. : 

Seconaly, Tt 1s by the Word of the Lord that this 
general Conflagration ſhall be effected', by the 
Word of the Lord the World was made, and by the 
Word of the Lore the World was Drown'd, and: 
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by the Word of the Lord the world ſhall be burn'd. 

| In his word he hath foretold it, and by his Word 

ul F hewilleff:Rit. | 

d Thirdly , The Heavens aud Earth areTaid to be 
reſerved in ſtore for fire, when the Old World was 

f NN drowned , it was only the Earth and Inhabitants 

* thereof, the Heavens were untouch'd,and the Earth 


e alſo did remain undiflolved , and th: ſame Earth 


” MM did appear afterwards, when the Flood was drawn 
© [| off by God: bur art the laſt day the Heavens and 
7 [| Earth coo ſhall be diſſolved by Fire ; not by ſab- 
" | terrancan Fire as ſome imagine, and that, as when 
i the World was drowned, the Fountains of the great 
) | deep were opened , and the Waters kept before in 
{ If Store-houſes were brought forth, which overwhel- 
; med the Earth : ſo that there are Fountains of 
; Firein the bowels of the Eatth, and that there it is 
kept in Store-houſes, all which then ſhall be 0- 
pened , and that the fire ſhall break forth ina more 
dreadful fame then ever was ſcen at Mount «Erna, 
id er the whole Fabrick of the World on Tire. 
For as was ſaid before we read nothing of this in the 
Scripture; it is ſaid, that the Heavens and Earth ace 
kept in ſtore for Fire , but it. is not ſaid that fire is 
kept 1n ſtore for them. B.ſides how can we con- 


ceive that any Subcerranean fire ſhould haye pow , 
vC » 


to reach and diſſolve the Heavens ? * +. 
Fourthly, The time of th15 burning of the Worid 
ſhall be at rhe day of 7 4dgement and peraition of the 
Unoodly, ca'led Ver. 10. T he day of the Lord, It will 
be at the day of Chriſt appearance to Judgement, 
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the burning of Ktna, 6r Mount Gibel. $3 "S 
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when he ſhall be revealed from Heaven , with his - 
mighty Angels in flaming fire to take vengear.ce0n”, 


the Ungodly World : baving firit raiſ:4 vp the / 
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ds FY ire and Brimftone from Earth, in / 
- Righteous from the dead, and gathered them toge- 
** ® ther from the four Winds, and called them up in- 
to the Clouds, and openly acknowledged and ac- 
, quitted them , and ſet them in a place of ſafty (for 
i:as Noah and his Family were hid from the Deluge 
of Water in the Ark : ſo the Lord will hide all * 
Righteous under his wing from the Fire, ) and ha- 
ving examined and Sentenced the wicked unto E- 
— perdition , then moſt probably will the time 
be of his ſetting the World on fire, and that all tbe 
wicked of all Generations will remaininthe midſt 
of thoſe flames, unt1] the whole be conſumed, except 
themſclves, who will be then caſt into a place of 
more dreadful burning, I mean the everlaſting fire 
of Hell. 

The time cannot be far off, the Lord will come 
very ſhortly , Tet a little while, and he that ſhall 
eome will come, and will not tarry , Heb. 10. 37. And 
the Lord will come ſuddenly, as « Thief in the night, 
Jer. 10. When the World is ſecure, and doth no 
more expe ir; than the old World did the Floods 
or theSodomits did the fire, then theLord will come. 

Fifthly, Here is a more particular deſcription of 
the burning of the World. It 1s faid Ver. 10. The 

\ Heavens foall pes rwway with a great noiſe,and the Ele- 
ments ſhall me(t with fervent heat , the Earth alfs aud 
che the Works that are therein ſhall be burnt up. And 
Ver, 11.* All theſe thirgs than be diſſolved. The 
Heavens ſhall be in f2mes, and the frame of them 
crack with a hideous noiſe, far beyond whatever be- 
fore did ſound in the ear of any mortal , and likea 

| great ſcroll they ſhall be rolled together , and fly 

away out of fight , all the Elements alſo ſhall feel 
the forcc{of this fire, and hereby be melted and con- 

| ſumed 
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the burning of Etna, or Mount Gibel. *- 85. - M 
ſumed into nothing, the Elementary fire and air: +  * 
and water, ſhall all melt with this fervent heat and* 


evaporate, ſo as to be no more ; buteſpecially the 
earth and works thereof ſha!] be the ſubjeR of theſe 


burnings, all the Buildings,ail the houfes and Towns 


and Cities of the world ſhall be on tice together, all 
the great and vaſt Mountains ſhall be in flaines ; yea 
and the preat Woods, Plains, and Ficlds, and the 
whole Earth from the very bottom of it's founda- 
tion ſhall be on fire, and be burnt up. | 

O what a dreadful fire wil! this be ! it will be 
dreadful to behold it , how dreadful will ic be then 
co feel it! to be in the mid{t of 1t! as the wicked ſhall 
be in their paſſage to the eternal flames of Hell , 
when they ſhall ſee the Heavens on fire, and the air 
on fire, and the Water on fire, and the Earth on 
fire, Cities on fire,and Fields on fre, and themſelves 
on fire, Head, Back, Breaſt, Belly, Hands, Arms, 
Legs, Feet, every part on fire, and that ſuch a fire 


though it doth torment them , yet that ſhall nor . 


be able to conſume them ; when they ſec the Hea- 
vens, which have endured fo long to melr, ſtones to 
be broken, and the hardeſt meccals to be diffolved 
by the fervent heat of this fire, and yet their bodies 
made ſo ſtrong,that their fleſh ſhall not be conſum- 


ed hereby; O how fearfal will this be * congue- 


cannot utter, thought cannot conceive, the anguiſh 
of the wicked on vhis day, and in this place of fire.. 
Mr. Doolittle in his Book of Rebskes , doth Pathe- 
ticplly ſet forth the wo of the Ungodly through 
this fire, from page 297. to p. 305. 

- See the inference which the Apoſtle doth draw 


from the conſideration of theſe flames, which ſhall * 


burn the: world, 2 Pet. 3,11. Secing then that all 
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86 © Fire and Brimftone from Earth ,"»n " 
pheſe things ſhall be diſſolved , what manner of perſons 
o&7ht ye to be in a!! holy Converſation and Goalineſs ? 
Unro which add the 14th. Verſ. Wherefore (be 
l:wea) {ceing ye leo; for theſe ans, bh be ailigent, that 
ye may be found of him in peace without ſpat and blame- 
leſs. | | 
1. Look to your ſtate, that ou be Godly perſons, 
that you he regenerate, and have the Image & |1ke- 
neſs of God upon you, ſuch will be ſafe and out of 
the reach of theſe Alames at that day ; bur wo beto | 
the Ungodly they cannot eſcage. 
_ _ 2. Look to your converſation , that it be Holy, 
that you be Holy 1n all manner of Converſation, 
1 Pet. 1. 15. Theſe great burnings and diſſolution 
of all things, ſhould rake off your heart from the 
Wor!d, which ere long will be in flames,and quick- 
en you unto a holy _ cizxcumſpet walking ; that 
when the Lord doth appear , you may be found of 
him in paece,withour ſpot and blamelefs , and then 
Fou ſhall be taken to inhabit the new Heavens, and 
new Earth, thofe glorious manſions , which the 
Lord will prepare for his people , where you ſhall 
have the preſence of the Lord with you for ever- 
more. | 
The third burning which will be , ts the bavnivs 
ef He#, of which in the next diſcouric. 


Fire 
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Burn the Wicked. 
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Pal. 11. 6. Upon the wicked he ſhall rain Snares, Fire 
and Brimſtene, and a» horrible T ampeſt, this ſoall 
be the portion of their Cup. 


CHAP. I. 


The ImrcaduGicn. 


\ He flames and fery Streams, which were 
rained down from Heaven upon Sogom 
and Gomorrah formerly, and wl 1ch iſſued 
forth from the Earth in the Eruptions of 

Mount e£tx4 lately , are but ſhaddows of the fu- 
rure flames, and like painted fire in compariſon, 
wich the ſtreams of Fire and Brimſtone, which in 
Hell ſhall burn the wicked eternaliy. For as the 
Glory of Heaven (whulit we are in the dark Vale 
of this World) doth far exceed all conception, and 
therefore cannot be ſet forth in tull by any deſcrip- 
tion; but as one ſaich , whoever attempts to ſpeak 
of an Heavenly ſtate , while himſcif 1s upon the 
Earth ; his diſcourſe of that muſt needs be like the 
dark Drcams and Imaginations of a Child,cencern- 

* > oP ing 


BY Fire mdiBriwſtonefrom Earth, in 

ingthe affairs of this World , while it ſelf is yet 
ſoradled and cradled withe Womb ; 2nd the Apo'tle 
- Paul himſelf , though he had been rapt up unLo the 
third Heaven , and had ſuch diſcoveries made unto 
him there,that he wanted words to utter what they 
were, as 2 Cor. 12.2, 3, 4. Yet acknowledpeth 
chat fie underſtood like a Child , and had but daak 
views of this Glory, even as thorow a glaſs, 1 Cor. 
13.11, 12. So alfothe torment'of Hell through 
thar Fire and Brimſtone, which ſhall burn the wick- 
ed, is beyond all thought to imagine , or words to 
expreſs; and when we have ſtrained our concep- 
tions unto the higheſt pitch , when we have made 
uſc ofthe moſt dreadfu] aud tremendous things that 
ever came tO Our eyes or eares , Or any way fo our 
underſtanding to help us in the forming notions to 
our ſclves of the horrible puniſhment , which the 
damned O12i} cndure in the unquenchable flames of 
Hell fire, all doth fall beneath and far ſhort of the 
thing , all our views hereof by any repreſentations, 
being like our fight of colours in the night , which 
if not in whole, yet in the greateſt part do fly from 
our ſhghr-and diſappear. p 

Yet ſince we are capable of underſtanding ſuch fu- 

ture things, only by ſhaddows and repreſentations, 
and nothing can repreſent future burnings in Hell ſo 
well , as the greate!t burnings that have been upon 
the-Earth , therefore we may receive ſome help by 
the Relation of Soaom and e/£trna's Storms and. ' 
Streams of Fire and Brimſtone, to conceive fome- 
thing of thoſe , whereby the wicked in Hell ſhall 
eternally be tormented. 


S 


Do. 


niſhment were prepared for the ſouls of men after 


to burn the-Withy © ts 9. 
DoR. That an horrible T empeſt of Fire and Brim-* ©: 
ſtone, God will Rain upon the wicked in Hell, as 


their deſerved Portion. 


In treating of chis great ſubjeR , I ſhall ſhow, _ 

Firſt, That there 1s ſuch a place as Hell , where 
the wicked ſhall be rormented. | 
Secenaly,, Thar it is a place of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone. | 

Thiraly, What are the properties of this fire. 

Fourthly, Who are the perſons thar ſhall cter- 
nally burn 1n theſe flames. 

Fifthly, The reaſon of the eternal torment of the 
wicked by theſe flames. : 

Sixthly, And laſtly, And chiefly I ſhall endea- 
your to improve this Doctrine in ſome Uſes. 


CHAT. 10. 


That there is ſuch a place as Hell, where the wiched i 
ſhall be tormented. *I 


43 He blind Heathen were perfwaded of this, for 
however they were ignorant of Chriit , and 
his firſt coming to redeem the World, as alſo of the 
Reſurrection , and his ſecond coming to Judge the 
World, yet by the light of nature and reaſonings 
from thence,they arrived to the underitanding of a 
Deity,who was both juſt and good,as alfo that the 
ſoul was immortal , and.that both rewards and pu- 


this life , according as they were found, either ver 
ruous Or vicious ; and therefore as they did feign 
ſuch a place as Elizear Ficlds , where the vertuous 
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yo Firg's 1d þ Irimffone in Hell, 
ſhould ſpend - an | eternity in pleaſures : So al- 
ſo a place called Tar:armm , .or Hell , where 
the vicious and impious ſhould be eternally tor- 
mented. This Tartarsw the, Poets did ſet forth 
with matiy fitions , to affrighr people from 
vicious pradcices, fuch as of the four Lakes of 1- 
cheron, Styx, Phlegethon, and Cocyrus , over which 
Charon in his Boat did waft over the departed ſouls; 
of the three Judges -E 1c:25, Armor, and Rhagaman- 
tus, Who were tO call the ſouls to an account, and 
Jadge them to their ſtate , of the three furies 7:%0- 
phone, HMegzra, and Alc:to, who laſhed guilty ſouls 
co extort coniellion from them : of Cerberws the 
Dog of Hell with three Heads , which would ler 


\ =. None come forth , when once they were in , and of 


ſeveral ſorts of puniſhment inflited, Iron chains, 
horrid ſtripes, gnawing of vultures, wheels, rowling 
great ſtones, and the [tke. 

Take part of Yirgi/”'s Deſcription of this place, 
which he feigneth e/E eas to have viſited, Lib. 6. 
Hac iter Elifinm nobes + at leva malorum 
HE xercet penas, & ad imnia T artara mittit 
Reſpicit Aneas ſubito, & [ub rupe ſfiniſtra 
Atenia latawidit, triplici ercunadata mare : 

Lug rapidus flamwis ambit torrentibus amnis 

Tartareas Phlegethon, rorquetque ſonantia [axa : 

2) ſiphoneque fraens, paith ſnecintla crients, | 

Veſtibulum tn/omnis ſervat noitteſqur, dieſque. 

Hing exanairi gemitus, © ſ<va ſonare 

Perbera, tum ſtriaw ferri, trait.eque catene, 

This way unto E!i/zm leads, where ſuch do dwelt 

As have liv'd vertuoully, rh'other leads to Hell, ; 

Where wickedneſs 15 punifhed. e/Zxee's eye | 

Turns quick unto the left-hand-Rock , and there 
7 v : Great 
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Great ſtru&ures cloſed in with triple Wall about, 

This compaſs'd by Tartarian Plegethon throughout 

With feirce and fiery ſtreams, with noiſe like ſtones 

on ſhore 

Rowled by Waves of Sea. Onth'threetiold of the 
© 00T 

Which lets into the place Ti#phone doth fir 

Awake, both day and night to watch and look to it 

Girt with Red-pall. Here he did hear the noiſc of 
chains, 

The ſound of cruel laſhes, th'groans and cryes from 
pains 

W hichthey endur'd within --------- 

Aithouph moſt of theſe things which we may 
find in many Poets, and other Heathen Authors _ 
are fictions of their own brain, yet that there is 
ſuch a place as Hell is real,and the puniſhment real, 
and far beyond whatever any of the Heathens could 
imagine it to be : Therefore ler us conſult the Scrip- 
cure , which will give clearer light in this thing, 
where God, who hath made and preparcd Hell for 
the wicked, hath made known the thing, and threat- 
ned to puſh the wicked there everlaſtingly. Logk 


'1nto the Old Teſtament, P/al. 9. 17. The wicked 


ſhall be turned into Hell, ana all N atiovs which forget 


. God, IT know that the Original word for Hcell, 


namely 7INU doth fignifie the Grave, but here ic 
muſt have a further fignification than thar of the 
Grave, ſince 1t is appropriated unto the wicked, 
and ſuch as forget God, otherwiſe, it might as true- 
ly be ſaid, that the righteous ſhalbbe turned into 
Hel}, and thoſe that remember and fear, and love, 
and 'ferve God , for they ſhall be turned into the 
Grave. So 1/a. 14. 32,13, 15. How ars oo fees 
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Fire and Brimftone in Hell, 

from Heaven (ſpeaking of the King of Babylsn,) © 
Lucifer So» of the morning, then haſt ſaid in thine heart 
Twill aſcend into Heaven , and exalt my T hrone above 
the Stars of God ,, jet thox fhalt be brought ty Hell, to 
the ſides of the pit, ThatHel! here is not to be under. 
ſtood of the Grave only, but of the place alſo where 
the wicked ſhall! be tormented will appear , if you 
compare this place with 7/a. 30. 33. Where the 
Prophet ſpeaking of the ſame King of Baylor ſaith. 
Tophet 75 oraatned of Old, yea for the King it 15 pre- 
paved, he 3; made it deep and large , the pile thereof 
1 Firs 1.4 much Wood , the Fake of the Lord like 4 
ftrir: of Brimſtons doth kindle it. Which Ueſcrip- 
10 15 applicable unto no place , but that place o 
everlaſting burnings, which the Lord hath prepared 
for the wicked. Indeed Topher was a real place 
upon the Earth , where ſome Idolatrous Iſraelites 
did offer up their Children in ſacrifice to Afalec;but 
here Hells ealled Tophet, in alluſion to that place, 
becaufc of the ſhreeks and cryes which the damned 
ſha]! make there worſe than the children did in 
Tophet , when they were Sacrificed by thetr cruel 
Parents, 

In the New Teſtamentit is moſt clear, that there 
is ſuch a place as Hell prepared both for the ſoul and 
body of the wicked, to be tormented in. Math. 5. 
29, 30. Andif thy right eye offend thee , pluck it out 
ana caft it from thee , it is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members ſnould periſh , and not that thy whole boay 
ſhould be cait into Heil , andif thy Right hand offend 
thee, cnt it off and caſt it from thee , for it 1s profita+ 
ble for thee that one of thy members ſhould periſh y and - 
not that thy whole body ſhould be cat into Hell. That 
this H:11 is not meant of the Graye, into which-the 
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to burn the Wided. 
body ſhall be thrown is evident , becauſe thoſe 


. who do cut off the right hand , and piuck ont the 
: right eye which offend, (that is mortifie thoſe 
offenſive luſts , which are as dear and as hard to be 
: parted withal as the members of the body ) ſhall 
be exempted and delivered from this Hell, whereas 
none ſhall beexempted , though never ſo holy and 


mortifyed from the Grave. Yea, and in this Hell 
it is ſaid that both ſoul 2nd body ſhall be deſtroyed, 
Math. 10.28. Fear not them which kill the body,but 
are uot able to kill the Soul : but rather fear him which 
is able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in Hell, Now 
the ſoul is not deſtroyed with the body in the 
, Grave , as they both ih 
ReſurreRion in Hell, Moreover this Hell threatned 
by our Saviour to thoſe that don't cut off righe 
hands,&c.will appear plainly to be the place of tor- 


of it repeated three times , 2ſath. 9. 43, 44, 45, 
46, 47, 48. Togointo Hell into that fire which vever 


fire is not quenched. By the unquenchable Fire we 
| 2re to underſtand the fire which ſhall burn the 
body ; by the never-dying worm,the worm of cor- 
ſcience, which ſhall eternally gnaw the foul. 
- This Hell is called a Priſon, 1 Pet. 3. 19, 20. 


the long -ſnffering of God waited in the days of Noah. 


By the ſpirits in Priſon, we are to underſtand the 


Souls 1n Hell, the Souls of thoſe wicked and diſobe- 
dient perſons in the old World, who would not give 
ear to the Preaching of Chriſt by bis ſpirit in Noah, 
and: therefore a_whole World 04 them were ſent 
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all be (if wicked) after the - 


ment prepared for the wicked , by the deſcription. 


ſoall be quenched, where their worm dieth uct , and the. 


By which alſo he went and Preached unto the Spirits 
in Priſon, which ſometime were diſobedient, when once 


into 
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T7 Fire md Brimſtont in Hell, 


into the Priſon of Hell togerher , unto whom are 
gathered the ſouls of all that ſince have died in their 
Sins, where they are bound up in chains of dark- 
neſs, and reſerved unto the judgement of the great 
day. Hell js alſo called a place of outer darknets, 
where there is weeping and wailing , and gnaſhing 
of teeth. Aath. 25. 30. It is celled a Furnace of 
fire, where all thoſe that offend and do iniquity 
ſhall be thrown, Afaty. 13.41, 42. It is called the 
great Wine-preſs of Gods Wrath , where all the 
wicked ſhall be cruſhed to pieces under the excecd- 
Ing and eterna} weight of his wrath , Rev. 14. 19, 
20. But eſpecially 1t is ſet forth as a place of hre 
of which in the next particular. | 
Many have been theconjeRures of Divines, con- 
cerning the place where Hell is. Some bave thought 
It fo be in the bowels of the Earth , becauſe it 1s 
ſpoken of as a place below, and called by the rame 
f a pit, the botternleſs pit, out of which the ſmoke 
/ and locuſts did ariſe. Rev. 9.2. Andin which Sa- 
than was bound and held as in a Priſon, Rev. 20. 
1,2, 3,7. And they have conceited the pit ſpoken 
of. Nam. 16. 33, Into which Corzh, Dathan, and 
Abiram went down alive , when the Earth clave 
 aſunder and ſwallowed them up, was the pit of Hell 
into which both their ſoul and body together were 
Immediately conveyed , and that which hath the 
rather eſtabliſhed ſuch in this opinion hath b:en, 
The vaſt quantiry of Subterranean Fire, which they 
imagine to be in the Bowels and Caverns of the 
Earth : others have rather conceited it to be bey- 
ond this vifhible World ; (which will paſs away at' 
the laſt day, ) and removed at the greateſt diſtance 
from the /edes beatorum, the place where the nemee: 
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filent adto this , whateveris ſpoken on this ſubject 
- where Hell is, muſt needs be only by conj<Cture, the 


Lord grant that none of us may know by experi- | 


ence : our chief care ſhould be that we may eſcape 
the puujſhment, and not be inquiſitive about that 
which the Lord hath nor thought fic to reveal , ler 
it ſuffice us to know that there is ſuch a place as 
Hell,where the wicked ſhall be tormented. - -..., 


CHAP. III. ; 
That Hell is @ place of Fire and Brimſione: 


Here is nothing that Hell is deſcribed by in 

the whole Book of the Scripture fo much as 

by Fire, and ſometimes by Fire mingled with Brim- 
ftone. It is called Fire, Aſath. 3. 10. Every Tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit 1s hewen down and 
caſt into 4 Fire. H@-Fire, 9Mark. 9. 47. It 


better for thee to enter into the K ingdom of G od with 


one eye, than having two eyes, to be caſt into Hell-fire. 
A Furnace of Fire, Aſath. 13, 42. And ſtat eaſt 
them into a Furnace of Fire. It is called a plate 
v:here the wicked ſhall be tormented with Fire and 
Brimſtone, Rev. 14. 10. And he ſhall be tormented 
with Fire and Brimſtone , in the preſence of the Holy 
Augels. A Lake which burneth Fire and Brimſtonr 7 
Rev. 21. 8. And ſhall have their part in the Lake 
n hich burneth with Fire aud Brim5tone , which « the 
ſecond degth. | 

I know that it is a great queſtion.amongſt D1-\ 
vines, whether the tire of Hell, which: ſha}jl burn 
the Wicked will be a Rea! fire, or a Mctaphorica, 
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os ſhall eternally Inhabir, But the Scripture bein, 
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y deſcribed to be of pure Gold, clear like 
e foundations to. be garniſhed with all 


Pearls, Rev. 21. 18, 19. And by the ſame reaſon, 
' they ſay the deſcription of Hell in the Scripture is 
Metaphorical : thoſe that thus affirm the Fire of 
Hell co beMetaphorical,are ſo far from leſſening the 
rorment hereby, which this Fire will inflict , that 
they ſo much the more _—_— it , becauſe that 
Metaphorical fire, they ſay will afflit more than 
if it were Real fire; for as the glory of the New 
Zeraſalem , that Building of God made without 
hands eternal jn the Hens » doth far ſurpaſs all 
Metaphores,whereby it is ſet forth, which are made 
uſe of only to help our underſtanding in the concei- 
ving of it's Glory : ſoalſo the pain and torture of 
the damned in Hell, will be more horrible and in- 
tollerable, than if they were to be caſt into Nebe- 
radnez.zars fiery Furnace, when it was heated ſeven 
- times more than it was wont to be heat ; inſomuch 
as the Metaphor doth come far beneath the thing, 
_ Which ic is uſed to ſet forth. 

Others are of the judgement that Hell fire will be 
| real Fire, it being ſo poſitively, ſo plainly, and ſo 
. frequently aſſerted to be Fire, fire with flames, fire | 


-* which ſhall burn, andbecauſe nothing will put to 


greatcr pain than fire,and becayſe it 1s proper = = 
| 09y, 


* 
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body to be tormented with ſome real material ſub- + i 


 fay,ic ſhall be ſuch fire as will not only torment the 
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ſtance, and when the Holy Ghoſt celleth us ie ſhall 
be fire, why ſhould he turn this fire into a Meta- 
phor , which may tend rather to weaken our con- 
ceptions of it's horrour than to highten them, and 
therefore in anſwer to that great ObjeRion, that it 
is ſaid ro be prepared for Devils, they are ready to 


Soul, but alſo D-vils roo, God having power to 
make ſuch a fire ; the other Metaphors are made 
uſe of but once , this of fire is the almoſt conſtant 
expreſſion in Scripture, where Hell is deſcribed. 

I confeſſe that I do not judpe theſe anſwers to be 
fully ſatisfaftory , for however the fouls of wicked 
men and women may by ſyinpathy with the body 
be cormented by real Fire , yet God-having made 
Devils to be wholly Spirits which are wholly 1z- 
corporeal , I don't apprehend how any fre or bo- 
dyly ſabſtance can have any impretlton upon them, 
bur chat Fire, Air, Earth, or Water, are all the ſame 
things to them, and that they are incapable of fuf- 
fering by any of them, that as Water cannot drown 
them, ſoneither can fire burn them , that as Air 
cannot refreſh them , ſo neither can Fire aſfli& 
them. Indeed were the opinion of ſome Ancients 
true that Devils have bodies , but more pure and 
refined , ſach as cannat be ſeen any more than the, , 
Air, a real Fire might be made ſo pure by God ag 
ro torment the Devils ; butI am altogether of the * 
Judgement that Devils are wholly Spirits , the 
Scripture aſſerting it, and many reaſonsI might 
give of it,but that it would be too large a digreflion; 
moreover the fire of Hell I believe will be ſuch as * 
immediately to aMid the ſouls of the wicked , and +, - 
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not only by Sympathy with the body , becauſe 0- 
therwiſe the torcure of the body would be greater 
from it's immediate objeR, than the anguiſh of the 
ſou! by Sympathy , when the Souls deſert of pu- 
niſhment 1s greater,being more highly guilty of Sin 
than the body which is made uſe of only as an in- 
ſtrumert. 

YetI cannot be of the opinion, that the fire of 
Hell will wholly be Mctaphorical for the reaſons 
before viven, thereforeT judge that both the opini= 
oN5 may be reconciled with themſelves and the 
truth, by aſſerticg chat this fire of Hell will be part- 
- Iy Mctaphorical, and partly real. | 

 Firſt,Þ conceive that the fire of Hell will be in part 

Metaphorical , and that this a}ſo will be the moſt 

gricvous and tormenting, though not to the ſenſe, 

yet to theſou] & to the devils, who can betormented 
by no other fire:my meaning 15 that the Fire which 
will be Metaphorical, is to be underſtood of the 
feirce anger and wrath of the Sin-revenging God, 

who himſelf 1s called a conſuming Fire, Heb. 12. 

19. And whoſe anrper is often expreſſed by the Me- 

raphor of fire 1n the Scripture , and fo that ever- 

laſting fire prepared for the D:v:l and his Angels, 
"and for the fouls of wicked men and women, (which 
will be accompained alſo witha real hre , prepared 
for their bodies, of which in the next particular) 
is the everlaſting wrath of God , which he hath 
rreaſured up avainſt the day of wrath, when he will 
open and bring forth thoſe treatures, and make 1m- 
mediate impreflions thereof upo3 all damned ſpi- 
rits, which ſhall burn worſe than Fire, and cauſe 
greater anguiſh to the ſpirit, than any fire can do 
- to theſcnlte ;, hence it is faid, Zeb, 10.31. It 54 
oF; | fearyes 
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fearful thing to, fall into the hands of the living God, 
and that becauſe the immediate ſtrokes of Gods 
vengeance , which damned Spirits ſhall fall under, 
when he takes them into his own hands to puniſh 
them in Hell, will above all things be moſt intoler- 
able; The Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Thef. 1. 8. That the 
wicked ſhall be puniſhed with ever/aſtiag deſtructi- 
on from the preſence of the Lord, ana from the Glory of 
his Power. This is to be underſtood caufally ; as 
if he ſhould have ſaid , that the deſtruction of the 
wicked ſhall ariſe from Gods Preſence and glorious 
Power, which will pat forth it ſe|f ſo mighrily , 2s 
to gloritie it ſelf in the puniſhment of them in Hell. 
God will appear in Heaven to the Angels and 
Sai;its, in a fame of Love, and make immediate and 
moft ſweet impreflions thereof upon them , which 
will be thctr chief happineſs : and God will appear 
in Hell to Devils and damned Spirits in a flame 0 
wrath, as a conſuming fire , and make immediate 
impreſlions of his wg upon them , which will be 
their chirf miſery , for Sinners to be taken thus 
Into the hands of God, and puniſhed by rhe fire of 
his wrath will be more dreadful , than if the moſt 
furtous Creatures in the World were muſtered up 
together, and ler looſe upon them to tear them in 
pteces and devour them , if they were tormented 
with the moſt exquiſite rorments , which can poſi- 
bly proceed from any ſecond cauſes, it would be no 
more than the biting ofa Flea, or the Prick of a 
Pin 1n compariſon with theſe immediate ftroxes of 
Gods vengeance, and the burning under the tirc of 
his indignation, 

Scconaly, The Fire of Hel! I believe wil be ire 
part rea) , I mean that fire poly the body fheix 
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be afflicted, I judge that as the torture will he real, 
ſo that the fire whereby it will be tortured will be 
real too of all ſenſes the feeling is moſt capable 
of being cruciatedand aMicted , and of all the ob- 
jeRs of this ſenſe fire is moſt afflitive and painful, 
and therefore God hath appointed fire to be for the 
puniſhment of the body , indeed other ſenſes will 
be aMiced toosthe ear with hideous noiſes,ſhreeks, 
and yellings of fellow damned Sinners, the eye 
with fearful ghaltly and horrible ſpectacles, the 
ſmell with ſuffocating odious and naſty ſtench, 
worſe than of Carrion , or that which cometh out 
of an open ſepulchre ; but the feeling will be moſt 
afflicted by the devouring and eternally burning 
Fire, which the wicked ſhail be thrown into. 

I ſhall not diſpute whether this real fire of Hell 
will be ſuch as our culinary fire, (I mean that in our 
Chimneys) which ſometime creeps into Houſes,and 
is of ſo great force as to burn down Cities, and ſei- 


_ ſeth upon all combuſtible mgeter before it, and 


which will continue no longer than it 1s fed by ſuch 
groſs matter, or whether 1t will be more purely 
Elementary fire , ſuch as Philoſophers affirm to be 
between the upper Region of the Air,and the lower 
Orb of the Heavens ; or whether 1t will be ſuch fire 
as ſomerimes breaks forth out of the boſom of the 
Earth,at the mourh of famingMountains,of which 


fome think rhere are vaſt trealure below , beyond 


whatever did ever appear toghe eye; ſuch as did ſend 
forth rhoſe faming and burning ſtreams fromMount 


e/£tna of late,which at lcaſt will help us to conceive 


ſomething what the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone will 
be; or whether it will be a fire created on purpoſe by 
God, Sulphurions and ſtincking like unto , but far 


beyond þ 
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beyond that which was raiſed upon the wicked of 
Sodom and Gomorrah , which of all burnings that 
ever have been in the world , I conceive did molt 
lively repreſent the burnings of Hell Fire; I ſhall 
not, I cannot determine in this caſe ; but am moſt 
inclinable to think this fire will be immediate] 


created by God , differing from all fires that ever 
have been in the feirceneſs of it, which by the word - 


of Gods Power will be made, and by the breath of 
hs indignation will be kindled , and kept alive to 
eternity without any fue] to feed it, except the bo. 
dies of the wicked, which though they ſhall be ror- 
mented by it, ſhall never be conſumed by ir. 


CHAP. IV. 


Concerning the properties of He!l-fire. 


Hereare ſeven properties of Hell-fire. 
| Firſt, It will be a great Fire. 
Secondly, Tt will be a dark hre. 

T hjraly, It will be'a feirce fire. 

Foxrthly, Tewill be an irreſiſtible hire. 

Fifthly, Tt will be a continual fire. 

$:xthly, It will be an unquenchable fire, 

Seventhly, It will be an everlaſting tie. 

Firſt, The fire of Hell which ſhall burn the 
wicked will bea great Fire. We have ſeen fomg 
great fires, which have burned many Houſes toge- 


ther, ſuch as that in 1666. which burned down the 


oreater part of Loydoy ; but this fire of Hell will be 
ſo great, as to burn all wicked perſons together, 
all the wicked will be in flames at the ſame time, the 


greatneſs of this fire is ſet mw I[a.30.33+ Tophet 
; 3 P 1s 
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1s prepared of Old, he hath made it deep and large, the 


File thereof is Fire and much Wood , the breath of the 


Lord, like a Stream of Brimſtone doth kinale it. To- 
her dotii fignifie Hell, the place where the damned 
ſhall be tormented, of which before, God hath 
made it deep and iarge , the depths of the Earth,or 
the depths of the Sea are nothing in compariſon 
with the depths of Hl ; for thoſe depths have a 
bottom, but this 1s called the bottomleſs pit , Rev. 
20.1. Ir isdeepand large, of vaſt capacity,it wi!l 
be ſufficient co contain all the Sinners of the Old 
World, and ali the Sinners of this world, who have 
ved or ſhai} live in every generation , until the 
rime of the Worlds dilojution. The pile thereof 1s 
Fire and much Wood , as much Wood being kind- 
led doth makea oreat Fire, ſo this Fire though ir 
have no real Wocd, bur that which will be equtva- 
lent, will be very great , eſpecially being kind}d 
by te breath of the Almighty, as the breath of the 
Lord kindlcd thoſe ſhowers of Fire and Brimſtone, 
which came down from Heaven upon Seam and 
Gomorrah , fo the breath of the Lord will kindle 
thoſe ſtreams of Fire and Þrimitone which fhall be 
in Hell. 

Seconaly, Hell Fire will be a aarhk Frreathere will 
not be the leaſt glimmering of light in that dolefel 
place, which w:11 add to the horrour thereof, Hell 
15 called by the name of utter darkneſs, ath. 25. 
30. It 1sca:led blackneſs of darkneſs for ever , 71de 
13. There wl'l be no light of Gods countenance, 
not the Jcaſt ſmothirg of his brow , his wrath will 
be poured forth withour. mixture into the cup of ts 
indignation which rh&y mult drink of, Rev. 14.10. 
There will not de the leaſt lzght of —_— 

: ul 


| to burn the Wicked, TOS8 
but- weeping and wailing ard, gnaſhing of teeth , 


- 


there will not be the light of the Sun, or the Moon, 
or the Candle, and the fire 1t ſcif will give no 
lighc, all will be dark and black, black Devils, 
black Bodies, black Souls, and they may without 
light have perceivance one of anorher, as D:vils 
have now unto whom lightis of no uſe ,, or if there 
be a duskiſh light there, to repreſent one anothers 
ruful countenances , and other fright-ful ſpeRacles, 
be ſure there will be no refreſhing light , th.rethe 
damned will be in a place and ſtare of darkneſs for 
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Thirdly , H<-ll-fire will be a feirce Fire. The 
Fire of Sodom, of e/Etna, yea, of Loxdon inthe day 
of it's burning was fetrce, but no Fire burnt fo 
feirce as Hell Fire will do. The Fire of Gods an- 
ger and wrath will burn feircely , now it doth but 
ſmoke again{t Sinners, then it will break forth into 
a flame ; tongue cannot expreſs how feircely the 
wrath of God will burn, when hereafter it ſha'l 
ſeiſe upon the Ungodly , P/al. 90. 11. 3Y.:9 know- 


eth the power of thine Annrer f even aAccardi 4 t thy 


fear ſo 1s thy wrath, The power of the anger, which 


any creature may have may be known, 1t 15 finire, it 
1s Jtmited,it reacheth no further than the body , bur 
who knoweth the power of Gods anger ? it being infi- 
nite, and unlimited, and fach as will reach the ſoul, 


and moſt prieviouſly torment the Scul through it's, 


immediate impreſlions. According to thy fear ſous 
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thy wrath , that is according to the fear which we 


may have of thee : the wrath of man ts not propor- 
tiable, unto the fear which we may have of ic, we 
often fear that men can do more than they are realy 
able; but the wreth of God is commenſurate and 
H 4+ pro- 
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Ke proportionable unto the greateſt fears thereof, yea 
_ doth far excced ; he can afi& more than our fears 
are able to conceive, and that becauſe of the infinite 
power of his\vrath , God will hereafter make the 
power of his wrath known, as Rom. 9.22. and 
how feircely then will it burn ? the fire alſo which 
will rorment the bodies of the wicked will be very 
feirce, it will be ſo feirce, as to rorment every part 
from the crown of the head unto the foor, and eve- 
ry part in extremity , in the utmoſt extremity; and 
that beyond the preſent capacity. 

Fourthly, Hell-fire will be an irreſiftible fire , all 
the power of Hef] with their combined forces, ſhall 
not be able to make the leaſt refiltance againſt the 
fire of Gods anger, Nah. 1.6. Whocas ſtand be- 
/ fore his indignation ? and who can abiae in the feirce- 

neſs of his aug ? his fury 1s poured out like fire , and 
the Rocks are thrown down by him. Iſa. 27. 4. Whe 
would ſet the Briers ana Thorns againſt me in Battel ? 
i would thorow them, I would burn them ropether. 
Briers , Thorns, dried Stuble , Chaff cannot re- 
ſiſta conſuming tire , ſo neither ſhall the wicked be 
able to reſiſt the fire of Gods jealouſie ; and the 
rea] Fire prepared in Hell for the body , will burn 
- with that feirceneſs that it will maſter and prevail 
ver all, none ſhall be able to keep off it's force, it 
will pierce thorow and thorow every part of the 
body -.we read of the three Children which were 
preſerved in the midſt of the fiery Furnace , fo thar 
not ſo much as the ſmel of the Fire was upon their 
Garments 3 but none ſhall be preſerved from burn- 
mg in tis fiery Furnace, indeed the wicked ſhall 
not be burnt up and quite conſumed, but they ſhall 
be always burning ; For Pt 
Fifthly, 
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Fifthly , Hell-fire will be a continual Fire ,- other  *® 
fires{omerimes are in,and ſometimes out, but this fire _* 
will be always in , always burning without any in- # 
termiſſion, and always burning in the ſame high de- 
gree Of intenſion , there will be no aſwagement of 


of Hel} , this Firc will be always alike hot , and al- 
ways hot in the higheſt degree. 

Sixthly, Hell-fire will be an #»quenchable Fire, 
Math 3.12. But will burn up the Chaff with un- 
quenchable Fire. Hark, g. 44. Where their worm 
dieth not and the Fire is not quenched. Now the fire 
of Gods anger before it break forth into ſo vehe- 
ment a flame may be quenched bhe Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and the Fire of Hell may be prevented, 
but hereafter it will be too late , no Sacrifice will be 
accepted then to appeaſe Gods wrath, and if all the | 
Waters of the Sea could be poured upon the flames . 
of Hell-fire , they would not put them out ; -And 
therefore. 

Sevexthly, Hell-fire will be an ever/afting Fire. 
Math. 25 . 42. Depart from me je curſed into ever- 
laſting Fire , prepared for the Devil ana his Angels; _ + 
Rev. 14.11. And the ſmoke of their torment aſcetts"*= 7} 
deth up for ever and ever. This Fire will be ever - 4 
burning , and the damned will be ever tormented +3 
therein : Extremity and Eternity are the twamoſt 4 
bitter ingredients of the damned's torments , who *** 
can ſet forth the Eternity of the wicked's puniſh-,  'Z 
ment in Hell-fire ? this Eternity is immeaſurable,it. *F 
is incomprehenſible ;- all the Rays of the Sun may 
more ealily be comprehended in a ſmall room , and 
all the Waters of the Sea contained ina ſmall nut- ' 7 
ſhel , than boundleſs Eternity be conceived by 
OUE 
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> - our finite and ſhallow underſtanding , none have 


taiddowed Eternity , and ſet it forth better than 
thoſe who have ſhown how infinitely ſhort all 


 - meaſures and numbers do fall , when they are ap- 


plyed to the ſpace of it's duration. One expreſleth 
Himſelf thus on this ſubject in another language : 
ſappoſe ten thouſand years paſt , after that an 
hundred thouſand Millions of years paſt, after thar 
ren hundred thouſand Million of Millions of years 
paſt, and yet you are not come to the end of Eter- 
nity, no nor to the middle of Eternity , yea, you 
are bur at the beginning of it; add unto this the 
number of all the theughts of Angelsand Men, of 
all the motions im@ery Creature, of all the grains 
of fand which would fill cen thouſand Workds , ga- 
ther all che minutes of time , from the beginning of 
the Creation of the World , all the numbers of A- 
rithmetick that can pollibly be conceived , and all 
this is but the beginning of Eternity. How long 
will Eternity laſt? Always, When will Erernity 
end? Never. As long as Heaven ſhall continue to 
be Heaven, ' and God ſhall continue to be God, 
and the Saints ſhall be happy in the enjoyment of 
: God, ſo long ſhall the wicked be tormented in the 
Fire of Hell. We may apprehend the everlaſting- 


-*- mefs of this Firc of Hell , but we cannot compre- 


f b | hend it, 


to burn the Wicked, © "RO > 


EAT Vo 


Concerning the Perſons that ſhall burn eternally in 
the Flames of Hell. © 


T is upon the wicked that the Lord will rain this 
horrible Tempeſt of Fire and Brimitone in Hell, 
a)] the workers of iniquitie, all that live anddyein 
their Sins muſt ſuf-r the vengeance of Eternal fire. 
Theſe are the Chaff which ſhall be caft into the un- 
quenchable Fire. 2Zath. 3.12. Theſeare the tares 
which ſhall be bonnd up in bundles to be burnt, 
Alath. 13. 30. Theſe are the Goats , which ſhall 
be condemned to everlaſting fire. Aath. 25.41, 
Look into a few places where in the plain Lercer of 
the Scriptures,the perſons are deſcribed , that ſhall. 
be the ſubject of everlaſting torment in Hell-fire. 
Math. 13.41, 42. The Son of Man ſhall ſend forth 
his Angels , and they ſhall gather out of his Kingaons., 
all things that offend, and them which dy iniquity ,, and 
faall caſt them intoa Furnace of Fire , there ſhall bs 
wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. Rom. 2. 6, 8, 9. WWhs 
will render to every man according to his deeds, to them © 
' that are contentions, and dy net obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteouſneſs, indignation and wrath,tribulation and 
anguiſh upon every ſoul of Man , that aoth gvil of the 
Tew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. 2 Theſſ. 1.7, 8,9. 
The Lord 7 eſus ſpall be revealed from Heaven with 
his mighty Angels 1n flaming , taking vengeance 0n 
them that know not God , and obey not the Goſpel ,, wha 
ſoall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruttion, from the 
preſence of the Lord and the glory of his Power. Take y 
one place more amongſt many , Kev. 21, 8, go 4 
Ty : * , [2 F Fas A 
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=” "the fearful and nnbelieving , and the abominable , and 
 Adnrderers, and Whore-mongers ard Sorceers , aud 


# Hdolaters , and all Lyars ſhall have their part in the 


t Lake, which burneth with Fire aud Baimſtone, 1 
&: ſhall ſpake more of the perſons, when I come to the 


application , which I would chiefly inſiſt upon , 
the Dodtrine being ſo well known, and therefo:e I 
ſhall but briefly touch upon the reaſon , why che 
wicked {hall beeternally tormented in the flame of 
rs and ſo come to the Uſe, which I mainly in- 
tend. : 

R. The torment of the wicked in Hell is a puniſh- 
ment , and therefore hath a reſpet unto Sin, the 
guilt of which doth lay the wicked under an obliga- 
tion hereunto , and layeth God under an Obliga- 
tion to inflict this puniſhment upon them. Sin 1s 
the violation of a Holy and Righteous Law ; and 
an offence of an Infinite Majelty , whoſe Juſtice 
requireth infinite ſatisfaRion ,. whic' 1t can recetve 
. no other way from Sinners themſelves, than by their 
undergoing the puniſhment of Hell , although this 
puniſhment be not infinite in regard of the quality, 
yet. It 1s infinite in regard of 1t's duration ,. and 
therefore the torments of the wicked ſhall have 
no end. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Application. 
I. UVſevf Examination. 


wee you had the relation of Sodom and 
Gomorrah's burning , you might think 
this was done long ago, and look upon your ſelves 
as unconcern'd , when you had the Relation of 
e/Etna*s burnings , you might think this was done 
a far off, and lock, upon your ſelves as unconcern'd; 
but when we come to diſcourſe of Hell-burnings, 
here you all are concern'd ; thoſe burnings are paſt, 
theſe are burnings to come , titvſe were burning: 
for a while , theſe will be burnings for ever ; the 
oreateſt part of the children of men will be caſt into 
theſe burnings, and very few comparatively will 
eſcape: O whata vaſt number of all kindreds, and 
Nations, and Languages will there be tormented 
for ever in Hell ! what a vaſt number of Chriltians, -* 
| yea, of profeſſours of the Goſpel ! you had need to 
look to it, that none of you be foundin the number, +? 
The dreadfulneſs of theſe everlaſting burnings, me . 73 
thinks ſhould ſtir you up with all ſollicitouſneſs avd v3 
utmoſt diligence , to enquize whether you arein. * ? 
qJ danger,and how you might do to eſcape. Fg 
The moſt Men and W omen that live this day up- | 
on the face of the Earth are in danger of being 
id, thrown into the flames of Hell , che whole World 
may be devided into two parts, they are either ſuch 
. as arein a ſtate ofnature , or ſuch as are in a ftate I 
- of grace , the former are many thovſand times rhe = 7; 
5 greater *» 
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wal you number,and the Apoſtle telleth us expreſſely 
hat ſuch are Chijdren of Wrath , 'Zp», 2. 3. And 
if children,then heirs; the children of God are heirs 
of Heaven ; the children of wrath , who alfo are 
called the children of the Devil, are beirs of Hell. 
The later only (1 mean ſuch as are in aſtate of 
grace) are in a {tate of Salvation, they only are 
tree from all obligation to the puniſhment of Hel, 
having Intereit in Chriſt's ſatisfaction. There are 
two ways; in one of which all the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of men may be found, Aath, 7.13, 14. One 
1s a narrow way, which hath a ſtrait Gate,and very 
few ate to be found therein , and that is the way of 
Holineſs of ſelf-denial , of Mortifhication and Go- 
ſpel-obedience , and although this be the way of 
Life and Salvation, the way to glory and honour 
and everlaſting happineſs, yet it hath but few paſ- 
ſengers, few take this courſe : the other 15a broad 
way , which hath the greateſt crowd and throng 
although it lead unto deſtruction , and this 15 the 
way of Sin, the way of Profaneſs, Licentiouſieſs, 
Unrightiouſneſs, diſobedience ; this is the courſe of 
the World , this way hath a wide Gate, and many 
there be thar po in thereat , and the reaſon our Sa- 
viour giveth , becauſe the other way hath ſo ſtrait a 
Gate , becauſe of the difficulty of it's paſlage , 
namely, the wicket of regencration, few attempt to 
go thorow this ſtrait paſlage, or if they do attempt 
chey are quickly diſcouraged with the difficulty, 
and ſo let it alone, taking the broader , becauſe the 
. Eaſter way of Sin, the iteps of which will certainly 

.. take hold of Death and Hel]. 


\ 4 beſeech youall with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs to , 


ex:mine your ſelves, whether you be in a ftategf 
| Nature 
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to burn the Wicked. 
Nature, or ina ſtateof Grace ? you have beenalf 
born once, haye you been born again ? you have 
been born of the Fleſh , have you been born of the 
Spirit > you have born the Image of the Earthly 
Adam , do you bear the Image of the Heavenly 
Adam ? you are partakers of the Humane Nature, 
are you partakers of the Divine Nature ? have you 
new ard clean hearrs ? are they changed ? do 
you Tead new and Holy lives? are they reformed ? 
I befeech you examine which of the two ways you 
are walking in , 1s it the broad way of Sin and 
wickedneſs? or 1s it the narrow way of Faith and 
Holineſs ? theſe are queſtions of great moment to 
be reſolved in, your everlaſting weal or wo , your 
Salvation or Damnation doth depend upon them,if. 
you be broughr intoa ſtare of Grace, and are got 
in thorow the ſtrait Gate, into the narrow way, 
you are made Men and Women, happy you that 
cver you were born , you not ſhall periſh with the 
wicked , but moſt aſſured!y attain eternal Lifeand 
glory :but if you be in a ſtate of Nature,if you be in 
the broad way , and continue therein to the end of 
your lives;you are undoneMen & Women,wo be to 
you that ever you were born, Heaven will be ſhut 
upon you, and Hell will be opencd unto yov,where - 
you ſhall be unconceivably and eternally tor- 
mented in the flames of thatunquenchable hre. 
Take heed that you do not miſtake your ſtate and . 
way ; thouſands have gone to Hell through a miſ- 
take, itis very eaſe to miſtake, 1t 15 difficult nor to 
miſtake, and no miſtake is worſe thanghis miſtake 
all is.not Gold that'gliſters , all is rot grace, thas - 
bath the ſhow of ir, - ail are not in the way to Hea- 
ven.that pretend to it, wany decelye others much 8 
=—_ &ceeive 
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deceive themſelves much more. Nothing is likely 
xo hinder you more effeually from attaining grace 
than ungrounded conceits that you already have ir, 
if you ſhould nouriſh in your ſelves a falſe Faith, 
and falſe Hope , they would be ſo far from ſaving 
you, that they would faſten you the more ſtrongly 
in Sathans Chains,whereby he will the more unper- 
ceivably and inevitably drag you unto Hell. And 
think if you ſhould go: out ofthe World, under a 
miſtake with fair , but gronndlefſs hopes of Heaven, 
and ſhall find your ſelves unalterably judg'd by 
God unto Hell, how this will render the Joſe of 
Heaven the more bitter , and the pains of Hell the 
more grievous ; the diſappointment of happineſs, 
eſpecially ſo great happineſs ,- and to be overtaken 
with miſery , eſpecially ſo great miſery , and that 
when all means are cut off tor ever, of attaining the 
one or avoiding the other, this will be unſpeakable 
vexations. And fet me tell you, that it 1s better to 
be miſtake on the other hand than on this, 1t1s ber- 
ter to fear when you are gracious, than to hope 
when you are ungracious, a dangerleſs fear 1s better 
than a fearleſs danger, the former may cauſe you to 
g0 droopingly for a while towards Heaven,the later 


if it cauſe you to go merrily , 1t will alſo cauſe you | 


to go ſecurely and ſurely to Hell. 

I need not ſpend time (neither mayT leaſt this 
Volume ſwell to big) in telling you that Idolaters, 
and Adulterers, and Drunkards, and Swearers, and 
Blaſphemers, and Scoffcrs of Religion, and Perſecu- 
ters of Gods People, and Thieves, and Murderers, 
- - and Lyars, and Apoſtateszand profane perſons, and 
all the more notorious Workers of Intquity ſhall 
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who. eaſt eyes upon theſe lines be numbered, 
and your Snklencs with a ſlight refleQiondo ac- 
caſe you herein , give me leave to hold youa little 
by che arm and ask you why ſo faſt? what means 
this haſt ? why ſo furious? what means this eager 
purſuance of luſt > Do you know whom you ſerve 2 
and do you think what your wages will be? do 
you know what is before you? do you ſee the end 
| of a ſinful courſe? do you know what Kell is? Is 
it deſirable ro dwell with devouring Fire? do you 
thiak to eſcape in this way ? But the awakening 
Uſe is afterward 
Bur let me þeſeech you that are more ſober, and 
although profeſſors of Religion co examine your 
ſtate, take heed you do not deceive your ſelves,and 
thereby undo your ſelves irrecoveably. Have you 
been under convicions of Sin? and theſe followed 
with contrition! and that backed with ſound hu- 
mialiation , ſuch as hath rendered Sin above all 
things moſt odious , and your ſelves df all other 
perſons moſt vile in your own eyes? have you had 
- convicion of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ) and this 
working hungering delites after him , and theſe ags 
u |. compained with Faith, qnd chat bringingyou ro 
Chriſt , chooſing him as,,oſt precious and needful 
is for you , caſting your ſelyes vpon him , with a re- 


* nouncing of your own righteouſneſs , accepting of 
d | bimandhis cahteonſnes ; reſignifg up your ſelves 
a» | unto him, putting your neck under his Yoke 2 have 
S, you recaved the ſpirit enabling you tg pray. [MOP= 
id | rifying Sin, and quickning you unto all the dunes of 
il | new obedience. Hereby you may kngw ghg changs 


gf your cſtate. 
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114. % ; Fire and Brimſtone in Hell, 

*7Fyout hearts remain untumbled , ambrÞken far * 
1; If, youare ſtrappers unto thework of Faith,'/ 
bd 'ncver truely. cloſed with Jeſus "Chriſt ; if you'- 
fe without the.Spirit of Chriſt, and cinder: the - 
»ower , the reigfiing power of any Sin ; if you ive® 

19 the negle&t of prayer fecrer and with others, and 
of the great* Salvation , 'which the Lord Jeſus hath - 
purchaſed; if you have a form 6f Godlineſs, but are- 
without. the power thereof , you will be found” 
fooliſh, Virgins at laſt , which wilt have no admit-” 
tirice into the Bride-chamber , you will be found 
lypocrites, whoſe portion is the barning Lake;and- 
it will be impollible for you tp eſcape the damna-- 
tion of Hell. Heb. 2. 3. How ſhall. we eſcape if we 
neglebt ſo great Salvation ? | | Oh | - | x ae 
| APE © ; 
2 Tſe of admiration at the ſecurity the withed, HW 
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A. threatned by God ! ate'they ſo dreadful; 
yond any burnings that evet have been,, bork'*y 
xegard of feirceneſs and Hiration 2 andare they'ih- 
deed; prepared for ' the'witked', and all: practfeſs; 
Chriſtleſs perſons as their deſerved'portion? and! 
are the moſt of the children of Men wicked,ungraci- 


A the burnings of 'Hell ſo' certain, bet | 


ous, unrighteous, uriregenerate; unbelievers, who! 


are already condemned ro rhis'place of torment. 
70. 3.18. And by. conſequente every morhctit} 
while ſuch , in'danger of being drag'd ſorth td'exe- 
cution? Here then we may fit down, and wontler 


. 


the {;nflefl;acſs and carnal ſecurity of ſuch pers 


| ſons, 


the' word ,' which doth make diſcovery, of all «thi? 
moſt plainly unto them; 'what ever their dange® 


what'ever Gods threatnings of everlaſting burn- 
ings, what ever cxecutionthere 1s , and hath been 
upon other Sinners like themſelves, yet they are 
without any fear, they are faſt aſleepin Sinand 
| very . ſecure : though their conſcience: be full of 
, guilc, their hearts full of luſt, their lives full of Sin; 
thouyh their ſteps are carrying them forward in the 
? broad way,which leadeth unto deſtruction; —_ 
” {þ. death hath them upon the chaſe,andis ar their heels, 
. | though the wrath of God purſueth them hard, and 
is at their backs, though the day , wherein they: 
muſt give an account, and be puniſhed for their 1ni-- 
quity, haſteneth greatly, and the Judge ſtandeth at 
++ Þ| thedoor,; yet they care not, they fear not, none of 
” | theſe things do move them , none of theſe things 
p do trouble them , they eat and drink, and ſleep,and 
it | buy and fell, andplant and build, andgoon ina 
S; | ſinful courſe, as if they ſhould live here eteroally, 
" 


or-as if their Soul ſhould periſh with their body,” 
and all theſe things forerold in the Word, concerns. 


— Þ ing future retriburions were but meer fables. 
Firſt, Some are thus ſecure, through an Arhiſh- 
d' I cal perſwaſion that there is no God , - becauſe they 
'- DK are enemies unto God, and live in a courſe of Bebel- 
& Þ| lionagainſt him, and (o it is thewr Intercit and de-. 
E ſire-that there ſhould beno Gdd , therefore they 
t: Rdowhat in them lyech to work themſelves unto 
es [{@*his perſwaſion : there are too many. in our age 
who endeayour to wear off all ſentiments of a deuy 
Tom their mind's, that they might Sin $:gcty with-. 
3 1 3 
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fons , eſpecially of thoſe who ſit underthe lighr-of 


be, what ever their Sins which have deſerved Hell, - 
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outany check and control, that hereby they mighe 
arm - themſelves againſt the thruſts and- wounds, 
which the Sword and Arrows of Gods threatnings 
would otherwiſe give unto them , and that by this 
means they might {till the noiſe of their clamorous 
and accuſing conſciences , which otherwiſe would 
give them no reſt under ſack Heaven-daring provo- 


- cations, asthey daily are guilty of. But ſuch per- 


ſons, if they will not believethe engravings of God, 
which are upon the face of the Univerſe, the impreſs 
of infinite power , and an inviſible Deity on his 
works , which are viſible unto the eye ; they ſhall 
not remain long under their Atheiftical apprehen- 
fions, but he will make them to know ani feel that 


' there is a God by the immediate impreſſions of his 


wrath upon their Souls, and the dreadful flames of 
Fell-fire, which his breath will kindle to burn their 
bodies everlaſtinely. 

Seconaly, Others are ſecure,notwithſtanding theiy 
danger through a fond perſwaſion that there is no 
H all that there is no zecount to be given no judge- 


ok of /1/dom Chap. 24. of the reaſonings which 

ſuch bave : Oar life 75 ſhort , and in the death of a 
man there is no remeay , neither was there any man 
known to return frem the Gave : For we are boru at 
all advexture, and we ſhall be hereafter , as though we 


bad never been, fr the breathin our Noſtrils is as 


ſmoke , azda little ſpark in the moving of our heart ;, 
which being extinguiſhed our body ſhall be turned into 
Aſres, andour ſpirit ſpall vaniſh as the ſoft Air : our 


l Kft driven by the Beams "of the Sur ;* onr timers 4 
; ” very ſhaddow that paſſeth away , and after our end © 
8 there is no returning , for it is faſt Sgaled that no Man © 

s * cometh again. Hence they are ſecure and encou- + 
s rage themſelves in wicked and licentious praQtic | 
4 Come on therefore let us enjoy the good things that afe' 


is preſent , let us fill our ſelves with coſtly Wines and 
G | Ointments , andlet no flower of the ſpring paſs by us , 
mart let us crown onr ſelves with Roſebuds before they be 
s Withered , let none of us go wighout his part of our ug< - 
> laptuenſneſs , for this is our portion and onr lot is this. 
1 Such perſons they live like Beaſts , and they would 
- | perſwade themſelves that they ſhall dye like beaſts, 
t that there is no immortality of the Soul, that there 
s | will beno reſurregion of the body , and by conſe- 
| nence no puniſhment of both in Hell , whereas 
c right reaſon wif evince , that the Soul being a ſpi- 


ritual ſubſtance will furvive the Body , which the 
s | wiſer Heathens have acknowledged ; and the 
0 Scripture deth clearly reveal this,and that the body 
< ſhall be raiſed againart the laſt day , and both the _; 
d foul and body of the wicked beerernally tormen- x 

0 ted in Hell ; which Scripture being the Word of 
* 
h 

- 

Fe 


God, which no carnal reaſon couldeyer yetdiſ- 
prove,theſe things are as certain as God as true. - 7 
T hirdly , Others if they have not drunk in thoſe 
| Atheiſtical and Anti-Scriptural perſwafions , which _ % 
y ſome are beſotted and intoxicated withall , yer are* *> 
” ſecure and ſenſeleſs of their danger , through their ... 
is ignorance or miſapprehenfions of God , they con- 
ceive him to be made up all of mercy , that there 27 
is no fury in him , that however finful they are or _ 
have been, yet that God is more merciful, and no-, 
thing more caſte than to obtain a Pardon,, and if? 
i . I 3 * the! ps 
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they call on his name and cry for mercy, though at 
the Jaſt gaſp (what ever their wicked Ives have' 
I been) they ſhall be ſaved ; not conſidering that 
Kc - God is Holy and jealous , jult and righteous, as ' 
*H Fell as merciful and gracious ; and that fuch as go 


or any of his promiſes. 
Fourthly , Others do Jull themſelves aſleep upon 
the Bed of ſecurity, becauſe of their own and others 
impunity , thus abugng Gods patience and long- 
ſuffering , which ſhould lead them to repentance, 
to grow more hardned and impenitent hereby, 
Rem. 2.4, $. Becauſe Sentence againſt their evil 
works is not ſpeedily executed , therefore their 
hearts are fully ſet in them to do evil-and they are 
ſecure, Ecclef. 8. 11. Not conn that though 
God be long-ſuffering , yet that he is not ever-fuf- 
ering; thar patience long and nwch abuſed will ar 
Jength break forth into fury ; not conſidering that 
Gods vengeance, though it hath leaden heels, yet 1t 
hath Iron hands, andithough the Fire of Gods an- 
'Ber be long kindling, yet that it will be longer, yea 
. forever burning. 

Fifthly ,"Others quiet themſelves for the preſent, 
and arm themſelves againſt fears of Hell , through 
their intention of after repentance and reforma- 
tion, however they indulge themſelves for a whlle 
in their ſinful courſe, yer they reſolve ſhortly to 
b:come new Men and Women , to torn over a new 
teaf, and lead a new life; and to become as Holy 
& andſtrictas thebeſt, not conſidering that repen=- 
>. rarce js not in their own power, and how they pro- 
Yoke God hereby to deny the grace to thei here- 
&. after, and to remove from the means of working it ; 
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onftill in their treſpaſſes have no ſhare in his mercy * | 


- 


' their company in Hell will be ſo far from alleyiat- © 


and Hell ; becauſe the moſt of the children of Men” * 


”- 
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ed with ſuch intentions, which never -haye bety. pug "MR 
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ihro execution; --' '!-,, | THULE 6X | 
Sixthly , Others are quiet and lepirs, through - 
want of ſerions conſideration, what their guilt and ; 
danger is ; they fill and rhrorig up.their time ſo ful]. 
with: worldly butihifs and. fecular employmentsy 
that they leave themſelves no room or leafure forta 
think of Sin and their near-approaching death, and 
futare wrath, and the eternal. burnings of Hell, 
which they are in danger of. The cares of this 
world and the deceitfnirefs of riches do choke their 
Meditations in tiefirſt ſpringing forth of them thar 
no fruit doth come from them to perfe&tion. Did 
but guilty Sinners ſir down one quarter of an hour 
every day, and look upward to the angry God wha 
frowns. upon them-, and down-ward to the flames 
of Hell, which are preparing for them,and forward 
ro thelaſt judgement , when they will be ſentenccd. » - 
by the Judge'to dyyell with devouring Fire, and In- 3 
habit everlaſting burnings ; and were perſwaded | 
that if they continue in Sin', they can by no means * # 
eſcape ; ſurely the could not be ſo ſecure. \..-4 
Seventhly ,, Others are ſecure, though they are" M 
going on in the way of Sin which leadeth to Death 23 


are poing on in the ſame courſe, and they hope they 
ſhall fare as well as others ; their Fore-Fathers trod 
in theſe ſteps, and their neighbours are their com- 
panions 1n Sin, and if they be puniſhed ac laſtin , _ 
Hell, they think they ſhal] have company enough, ©. -- 
and bear it as well as others ; not conlidering how 4 
intollerable the wrath of God is by any , and that 
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ing ; that'it will exceedingly heighten and aggra- . 
yatetheir painand torment. : | 
Eightly, Others and the moſt are ſecure through 
their frequent -praQtice of Sin , cuſtom in Sin hath 
taken away the denſe of Sin ,” their! luſts have en- 
thralled them , and their luſts have ſtupifyed them, 
however conſcience did | mr at firſt, eſpecially 
when they firſt venture 
ous Sins, yetnow they have ſhut the mouth of con- 
ſcience, they have charm'd and feared it as with a 
hot Iron, 1 7. 4.2. | 
Ninthly, Others are quiet and ſecure under their 
danger of Hell , becauſe they are not ſo bad as 0- 
thers , becauſe they do not run with others unto 
the ſame exceſlc of riot, and have eſcaped the more 
ou pollutions , which are in the World through 
aſts; eſpecially ifthey carry ſome face of Religion 
roo, if they have a form of Godlineſs, and employ 
themſelves 1n all the ourward exerciſe of Devotion, 


_ . end withal have had ſome inward flaſhy affeRions, 


and a counterfeit of all ſaving grace , though 
they never were trudly humbled for Sin , emp- 
tied of themſelves , cut. off the old ſtock, and 
truely by Faith engrafted into Chriſt, and _ 
him draw vertue and ſpiritual influence, (which is 
proper toall thoſe that are in Chriſt, and are freed 
from condemnation through him. Row.8. 1.) Thus 
the Devil and the deceitful hearts of men do be- 
witch and befool the moſt , ſome of theſe ways, to 
ſir ſtill in peace and ſecurity, until deſtration come 
upon them ſuddenly , and that without remedy ; 
and they are not. awakened out of their ſpiritual 


- +» Number untilthey are awakened in the midſt of the 
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$. Uſe of Reproof and Terronr for the awakeniv 
of T Wicked and Ungodly , owt of their : ; 
_ Carnal ſecurity. 


HY long will-ye ſleep© ye Sinners ? How 
long will ye ſlumber in ſuch imminent dan- 
ger, ye Graceleſs and Chriſtleſs perſons ? what ' 
fleep under the light ? what ſleep upon the brinks 
of the burning Lake? and will nothiug rouze you, 
and awaken you out of this ſleep? are you reſolved 
it ſhall prove the fleep of death ? ſhall it inſenſibly 
and effeQtually uſher you to Hell before you are 
aware? have you been called already ſo long, ſo' 
loud, ſo frequently , ſo fervently , and yet do you 
deafen your ear? have you been told ſo of 
your guilt and danger”, and yet harden your Wrr ? 
yet will you hold faſt your ſins, reſolving not to ler 
them go what ever they coſt you ? have your 
hearts been like ſo many brazen walls, beating back 
- all the Arrows of reproof, and threatnings which 
have been ſhot at you? or are they like Cley and 
Mud, which groweth the more hard and obdurate 
under the Sun-and Light of the Goſpel which hath 
ſhined- upon you ? have no Heavenly dews and 
ſhowers of the Word yet melted and foftned you, 
-me. Fire and Hammer new-moulded and framed 
you ? have. you been threatned with Death, and 
Wrath, and Miſery for ever, and yet not ſtartled, 
yet m_ and ſenſeleſs? 
O that yet at length you might be awakened, 
and by vhe Spirit of the Lord effeRuallyperſwaded 
o | ro 
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TE  eoliſt up your eyes, and lookalittle before you, 


Younder , Younder ! look Sinner 'younder ! ts a 
Horrible burning Tempeſt driving towards thee, a 
dreadful'burning Lake greparing for thee, but canſt 
- pot thon ſee it 5 look thorow the perſpective of $9- 
am's burnings, when fire came down from Heaven, 
and «/£t»a's burnings when Fire came forth of the 
Earth , and this will diſcover ſomething ; but the 
perſpeRive of the word wiil ſhow it plain , if thou 
lookeft upwards with this perſpeCtive , thou mailt 
fee ſome glimps of the Glory of Heaven, and if 
thou lookeſt downward wjh it thou mailt ſee 
fome giimps of the Fire of Hell. Look doeſt thou 
Not ſce a horrible deep and large pit filled with hor- 
- Tibly burnivg Fire, and that Fire filled with damned” 
Men and Women? Lay thy ear to the mouth of 
his pit, and hari what the dolorots complaints, 
whagghe ſhreeks and yellings be of that curſed com- 
panyÞ$ and doeſt thou nor perceive thy (elf haſtnin 
forward in the way to this place of burning ? an 
wilt thou go forward {ti}l? or wilt thou ſuffer thy 
£If to be carried on furiouſly by thy 1mpetuous 
Jafts, uni! thou arr fallen into this pit, and there be 
no pozlibility.of ever getting forth again ? 

Bur more particularly I ſhall lay before you 
ſome conſiderations for the awakening of the ſe- 
cure. þ 

Firſt, Think how dolefu] a day of trouble and 
adverſity 1s |tke to be to you, if you be then in dan- 
ger of Hell, where will the quiet and ſecurity which 
now you have appear on that day ? pollibly it may 
laſt and abide with you ſo long as the warm Sun of 
profperity doth ſhine upon you, in the ſpring of 
youth and ſenſual del:ghts, whillt you thrive and 
| $27 flouriſh 
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flourtſh in the/World ,* whilſt your 
fatrerers are abour you, your health and out- 
ward peace doth remain with you, but you may 
live to ſee all your outward comforts lye dead be- 
fore you, and hid in the Grave from your {1ght for 
ever : your Sun of proſperity may fet at the noon- 
day of your lives , and a black night of adverſiry 
may.come upon you; ſtormy Winds and a bitter 
cold Winter of trouble and affliFion |may aſſault 
you,&wither all your ſenſual pleaſures like the herb 
and Flower of the Field : ſome unlooked-for-pro- 
vidence may blaſt your eſtate, and your name, be- 
reave you of your deareſt Friends and Relations, 
and withdraw all the fewel and proviſions which 


you have been ſtoring, and laying up for your fleſh 


and ſenſual ſatisfations : how well and ſtrong fo 
ever you are for the preſent, an unexpected Sickneſs 
and Death-threatning diſtemper may ſuddenly in. 
vade you, and bring you down to the fides of the 


-pit, and fill you with ſuch pain and grief as no out- 


ward enjoyments ſhall be able in the leaſt to 
aſwage : 4 
And then think with your ſelves, you that are in 


- danger of Hel),what dread is like then to ſeiſe upon 


youlikean armed man,which you will not be able to 


reſiſt , then your carnal ſecurity will fly away like 


a Bird or a Cloud, and vaniſh like ſmoke in the 
Air ; then your falfe peace will be broken and torn 
to pieces; like the Spider Webs by the'feirce Winds, 
as being utterly unable to reſiſt the feirce blaſts,and 
rougher aſſaults of an adverſe eſtate, And' oh how 
doleful and diſmal is a day of trouble like to be to 


- , you, whenall outward ſtays and comfort, and all 
| hward quiet and peace ſhall fail cogethec ; when 


there 
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#24 FireandBrimſtone in Hell, | 
there are ſtorms abroad , and worſer ſtorms. at 
home ;_great trouble without, and greater trouble 
-within ; when you ſhall fall under the ſcourge of 
outward affliction ,/ and under the laſhes. of an ac- 
cuſing conſcience , the fear of Hell and everlaſting 
burnings is like to be more lively, and afflictive in a 
day of trouble , than when proſperity doth reſtrain 
conſcience fro doing it's Office. 

Seconaly, Conſider if you ſhould eſcape the greater 
ſtorms of outward afMicion in your life , yet you 
cannot eſcape the ſtroke of death, and think how 
the apprehenſtons of future wrath and burnings are 
like to conſume you with terrours at your later end, 
Pſal.73. 19. Death hath a grim aſpeR ,”and looks 
with a feirce countenance upon guilty Souls ; and 
when this enemy ſhall aſſault and wound you , * 
when your laſt ſickneſs ſhall come & prove, mortal 
to you; when the Phiſitian ſhall give you over and 
leave you, your friends ſhall mourn and ſtand weep- 
ng about you , when death hath ſeifed upon the 
excream parts of your body , and the cold clammy 
ſweats are upon you, and then you apprehend the 
ſecond death near yougwhich will immediately fol. 
low upon the firft death,when you think that whilſt 
-Friends are conveying your body to your Grave, 
that Devils ſhall drag your Souls to Hell ; how are 
you then like to awake in horrour , deſpair and ut- 
ter confuſion? the dying (obs and-Guoans of ſome 
- guilty Sinners, when awakened at their entrance in 
at the port of death aredreadful , but the inward 
anguiſh of the heart is beyond all compaſs of con- 
ceit, or expreſſion of tongue. 
' Thirdly, But think how fearful the ſeperation of 
your Souls and Bodies will be, think with har 
cad 


Graves ſhall be opened and you called forth to ap- 


when you ſhall be Sentenced to everl 


- and ſell, and pet gain any more , never purcha 


| to burn the Wicked,  - way "M 
dread your ſpirits will appear before God, when . 
your conſciences ſhall furiouſly charge youwirh 
ilt of all the Sins which ever you commirred, and 
you have not one pardon to ſhow, hor one word ts 
anſwer-for your ſelves; when being examinedand 
accuſed md found gutity, you ſhall be condemned 
unto eternal puniſhment, think oh think what youe 
horrour is like then to be. . 
Foxrthly, Think of the day of doors, when the 
Lord Jeſus ſhall come. I mean when he ſhall come 
down from Heaven to judge the World ; when the 


ar before him , and the Book of your conſcience 
ſhall be opened , and all your Sins made manifeſt to 
the whole World , and having nothing to anſwer 
afting Fire: * 
Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting Fire pre- 
ared for the Devil 'and his Angels, and when the 
Lord ſhall then drive you out of his preſence into 
Hell, Owhat will your ſhreeks and out-cryes be at * - 
that day ? See my Book of Chriſt's certain and ſud- 
den appearance to Jud ement, © 
F rbly, Think of the puniſhment of Hell ir ſelf, 
which you-will be condemned unto, and that, 
Firſt, What will there be taken from you. 
Seconaly, W hat there will be denied unto you:  / 
Thiraly,, What there will be infliRed upon you. 4 
Firſt, Think what in Hell will be taken from you, 5 
all your riches will be taken away, riches will then 
take the wing and be gone , and you ſhall never ſer? 
your eye upon them any more ; you ſhall never = & 
e 


Houſes and Lands, and Inheritance more , and nor 
then have ſo much Land left, as wheregn to ſet rm 
| "3s 0 
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ſole of your foot, all your money and eftate wil 
periſh with your ſelves , and oh how poor and mi- 
fcrable will you perceive your ſelves then to be 
when you are depriyed of all your riches and trea- 
fars'on Earth, and inſtead thereof are made'to poſ- 
' ſeſs trekſures of wrath ? your honour alſo will be 
taken away, and everlaſting ſhame and contempt 
ſhalſ be poured upon you. ! Although you may be 
raiſedo a bigher ſeat than the ordinary ranknow, 
' then-you muſt ſtand upon even ground with the 
meaneſt, even ſuch whom you would think ſcorn.ts 
ſet with the Dogs of your Hock , or to etfiploy in 
the meaneſt office about you : 'the crown will there 
be pluckt from the Head,and the Robe be torn'from 
the back, and ajl the honour of wicked gredrones 
* belaid in the duſt ; and they will findnomore res , 
Tpe& in Hell than other men ; wicked Princesand. 
Noblemen, wicked Knights 4nd Gentiemen. will 
have none to bow to thera there, and do thetn-ho- 
mage, and the moit High-born Ladies thatiare nor | 
New-born (what ever they have here) will-find-no 
Courtſhip hereafter, but will be handled as rough- 
ly ns meaneſt of their attendants. All your ſenſual 
delights and pleaſures will then beat anend, they: 
are now but. fora ſeaſon ,. Heb. 11. 25: Yea, but 
for a moment, : 706.20. 5. Sometimes they fail be- | 
.- forethe life is at an end, be ſure hereafter they ſhall 

& have an eternal Period : .In Hell there will be no 
& Feaſting and delicious fare to pamper the Fleſh, no 
Ecarowſing and:drinking Wine in Bowles,no'chant-' 
& ing to the. ſound of the Viol, no ſinging, dancing ”- 
©, and making merzty ; the glutton ſhal} there have no 
E”  fweet ms. the drunkard no fweet rm no 
not fo much as a drop of Vater tg £901 ag _ 
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bitn': the'winton ſhall rioihore melt inlacivious' 
embraces, nothing will remain of all-yout-ſweer- 
neſſes and+ pleaſures here ,'biit rhe bitter remem- 
brances accompained with unuterable grief and 
and groans , and the intollerable ſting and bitings 
of the never dying-worm of conſcience , what cvex 
you have prized and pleaſed/your ſelves withal here, 
you will then be trip of all, and oh bow bitter will 
this be to lofe al] that which you now 'ſo much 
eſteem and love , and place your chicf happineſs 
m - « © ,h4 (5 cos Tos 
' "Secondly, Think what in Hell will be denied unto 
you ; you ſhall be denied admiſſion into.the Kinp- 
dom of Heaven; when you ſee Abraham,and J/aacy 
and 7acob ,andmany from theEaſt, and Weſt; and 
North,& Sonth,come'ztid fir down in the Kingdom 
6f God; when you frall ſee all the Saints of all ages 
ſhine like the Sun;and be taught up in theClouds to 
micet the Lord;and beccrowned by him andreceived 
to inherit the Kingdon! prepared for them;i yeſhalt 
be ſhut ove ='no room wilt be found for you there ; 
you'coul@' find 'no room fbs'Chriſt in your hearts 
here, and &wiltfind no room for you inhis King- 
Qoni herevfter;," Phe: loſs of Heaven of. thabi und 
ſpcakable happinefs';' which rhe Angelsand Saints 
ſhall have in'the immediate -Viſion'and Fruttion of 
Tod:'when you'comerd inderſtand what it is,will 
apprar #9'maly' obſeryeto be greater than:the pu- , 
mifkhentdfſenſe'; efpecialiyithis lofſewvilibe moſt 
grievons unta you ; 'who-hate had diſcoveriesand 
peoftets: qof it; bnEriegleted/and refufedbrey prefers 
ing fome baſe lyfts bthore53t7; O how will you'then 
de ready 40tear your ſelves/td picces.{or:madneſy 
and'/vexation ! | Es 
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| _ Fire and Brimſtone in Hel, 
+ Thirdly, Think what puniſhment in Hell will be 
1nflited upon you. ; 
Firſt, The ſoreneſs and intollerableneſs of ir. 
Secondly , The ſureneſs and unavoidableneſs of 


It. 
Thirdly, The neerneſs of it. 
Fourthly, The everlaſtingneſs of it. W 
- Firſt, Conſider the ſoreneſs and intollerableneſs 
of Hell's torments, and that both of the pain,which 


thereyou ſhall feel tn your bodies, and of the an- *}- 


ym which ſhall be put upon your ſouls, -If you 
found amongſt the Wicked and Ungodly at the 
laſt, your bodies ſhall be tormented. in every part 
inthe flames of Hell-fire ; no pain is more grieyous 
how tothe body , than the pain of Fire ; but what 
is the extinguiſhable Fire on Earth, in compariſon 
with the unquenchable Fire of Hell? what is tha 
Fire of Mans kindling in compariſon with the Fire 
of Gods kindling ? what is Fire fed by Wood in 
compariſon with Fire fed by the breath of God ? 
no Fire here can torment like to the fire which God 
hath- prepared for the bodies of the wicked here- 
after; You have ſeen fiery Ovens, and you have 
heard of Nebecadneztars Bhs furnace,ſhould your 
bodies now be thrawn into ſuch fires , you would 
find them horribly painful , but the pains of Hell- 
fire will be ten thouſand times more horrible and 
 tormenting : your bodies now cannot. endure much 
pain, without expiring which puts an end there- 
unto ; but hereafter God will trengthen your bo- 
dies to enduce, they ſhall have greater ſtrength and | 


uicker ſenſe, and ſo more capacity for.pain, and |? 


they ſhal} be filled ty the ugtermat of their capa» 
| $I 3 
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city.; your bodies ſhall never dye, and they ſha.l 
be filled with pain in extremity , and that to erer- 
nity ; this will be very fore. All the tortures 
that eyer were invented by the moſt miſchievous 
mind , or executed by the moſt crue} Tyrant on 
any whom they have had. the greatelt ſpleen unto, 
are not ſo much as the leaſt gentle touch in compa- 
riſon with the torture , which the leaſt member-of 
the damned ſhall endure in Hel]. | 
Some of you have had extream pain in your heads, 

others have had extream pain in your bowels, 
others have been extreamly afflited with pain in 
your legs,; others have felt much torture with the 


" pain of your teeth ; but if you live and dye in Sin, 


you ſhall be extreamly and eternally tortured with 
pain in every part, your eyes ſhall be full of pain, 
your £o8gues full of pain g your hands full of pain, 
your heads full of pain, your backs full of pain;your 
ellies full of pain , your feet full of pain, from the 
crown of your head unto the ſole of your feet, no 
part ſhall be free ; your bodies ſhall roul and cum- 
ble in flames, and there burn with horrible pain, 
and yet never be conſuhed. : 
But the anguiſh of your Soul will far exceed the 
tortures of your bodies , and here words fail, con- 
ceptions fall ſhort ; who can tel] how the worm of 
conſcience will bite ! how dreadful the laſhes of 
your conſciences will be, when they are let looſe ., 
(as Gods exccutioners) with full rage upon you? 


who can utterthe anguith you ſhall endure unde ihe 


immediate impreſflions of God's wrath vpon your 
ſouls; this will exceed what ever can be inflicted by 
the means of any fecond caufes: The punizhment-of 
Hell fire will be very fore and intollcrable ; ſuch 
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"as are tender cannot without unutterable fear and 
prief bear the thoughts of being burned alive here 
on Earth , and oh the ſhreckings of ſuch perſons, 
when they have been brought to the fire, and the 
fAames have begun to ſcife upon them ! O I cannoc 
endure it ! OI cannot endure it ! how intollerable 
then will Hell-fire be ! many Martyrs have endured 

eat tortures in their bodies with much patience, 
ome were ſlain with the Sword ; ſome burnt with 
fire, ſome ſcourged with whips, ſome ſtabbed with 
Iron forks, ſome their skins ptuckt off whilſt alive, 
ſome their tongues cut out , ſome ſtoned to death, 
ſome ſtarved with hunger & cold, ſome diſmembred 
and naked to the ſhame of the World; and yet in 
the midſt of all their pains they have had a com- 
poſed minde ; yea, ſometimes have been filled with 
10y; God hath nor ſuffered man to infliRt upon 
them more than he hath given them ſtrength to 
bear ; -but there will be no patience to undergo the 
pains of Hell , the ſpiric will uttterly fink under the 
the heavy burden and preſſure thereof, ecſpeciall 
the preſſure of that pure and weighty wrath, which 
ſhall be immediately upon theſoul: The terrours 
of conſcience here and forctaſts of wrath , are in- 
tollerable inthis World , Prev. 18. 14. The ſpiric 
of man will ſuſtain his infirmity , bat a wounded ſpirit 
who can bear ? If the budy be infirm and weak, full 
of diſtemper and pain , yet whilſt the ſpirtt 1s 
whole and ſound, whillt there is peace within, the 
ſpirit may ſuſtain this, and bear up under it : burif | 
the ſpirit be wounded by the Arrows of the Al- 3 
mighty ſhort into it,who can bear it? if God ler fall | 
ſome ſcalding drops of his wrath upon the ſpirir, if 
he kindle a ſpark of Hell-fire in ye confcience, who 
x can 
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cure ſuch wounds , no Earthly riches or ſenſual de- 
ights can aſwage theſe inward priefs and horrours, 

which by the hand. of God are 1mprinted upon the 

Spirit : when the wicked are filler with difpairful 

agonies , through apprehenſion of fature approach- 

ing wrath , ws , there remaineth nothing bur a fear- 

Fall looking for of Judgement and fiery indignation, 

which ſha]! devour the adverſaries, Heb. 10. 26. 

this is enough to ſink the heart of the ſtouteſt under 
it's burden, And if the wounds of the Spirit herebe 
ſo intollerable , what will thoſe be which the Lord 

with ſuch mighty force and by his immediate hand 
ſhall give hereafter ? if you cannot bear ſome drops 

of God's wrath now , what will you do when the 

full Viols of Gods wrath ſhall be poured out upon 

you, if you be found under the guilt of fin? if you 

cannot endure the ſparks of Hell-tire, how will yoa 
endure the flames , and moſt burning heat thereof@ 
If the foretaſts of Hel] aff-& ye heart with ſuch hor- 
rour , and the fears thereof fill the Spirit with ſuch 
amazement, what will Hell it felfs do when the 
pains and anguiſh chereof is beyond rhe greateſt 
fears, and higheſt conceptions thereof ? 

Should you fall into the hands of the moſt cruel 
Men to torture and Maſſacre you., this would be 
fearful ; ſhould you fall under the power of Devils 
to tear and rend you , this would be more fearful ; 
but to fall into the hands of God, this will bs moſt 
fearful , this you cannot bear , and yet if wicked 
you muſt bear it, and that to eternity, and can you 
ſleep ſtill in Sin, under the thoughts of ſuch danger”? 


Secondly, Confider the ſurenefs and unayoidabie- -* = 


neſs of Hell-fire ; nothing is more fare than what 
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can endure it ? no Baſm nor Phyſician on Earth clft. , OY 
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God hath revealed in his Word, and nothing more 
unavoidable than what God hath threarned ,*and 
ſach is the tormenting of the wicked and Ungodly 
, In the flames of Hell-fire. Whilſt you are here np- 
on the Earth, there :5 a poſthilicy of cſcaping fu- 
tare torments; Pardon, P.ace, aiid Salvation are 
attainable ; If you lay your Sins to heart , if you 
confeſs and forſake them, you may tind mercy ; if 
by faith you apply your ſelves unto the Lord Jeius 
you ſball not periſh. bvt obtain eternal lice. Byt 
1f-20 on fill in your treſpaſſe , if you live and dye 
in aſtate of impenitency and unbelief , it will be 
impoſtible for you ro eſcape : Indeed could you 
make youparty go0d againtt God}, could you ga- 
ther forces rogetb-r, and wage War againſt Heaven 
and obtain the ViRory,you might avoid the threat= 
ned puniſhment ; bur alas, God is infinite "in 
power, and will not permit any ſuch attempts, you 
vill not be able to hold up head or hand againſt 
him : who can {tand in his ſight when once he is an- 
gry? God will bind all the Devils and wicked men 
and women topether in chains of darkneſs, ſtronger 
than any Iron chains,and none ſhall be able to make 
any reſiſtance. Could you hide your ſelves at the 
laſt day from his eye ; could you fly from. his pfe- 
ſence into ſome remote corner, could you creep un- 
der ſome Rock or Mountain , and there be covered 
from his view you might think to eſcape ; but this 
cannot be, Gods eye will follow you, and his hand 
will reach you whither ſoever you go : Could you 
by your Prayers and Tears move God to compalli- 
on, and prevall for mercy as now you may do, there 
might be ſome hopes of avoiding this puniſhment 7, 
bu? l.c eaſter Gods car will be ſhur, and the coors 
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of mercy ſhut againſt you for ever , your knock" 
ing at the door will be1n vain,it will never be open ©. 
ed, your cryes and prayers will be no purpoſe,they, 
will receive no anſwer. Hercafter the puniſhment. 
of Hell will be unavoidable by the wicked. ; 

Thirdly, Conſider the neerneſs of this puniſh- 
ment of Hell. The ſands of your life are running 
apace , the time of your abode here is waſting very” 
faſt, your bodies will quickly be in the Grave, and” 
if you dye in your Sins, your ſou] will be as quick-! 
ly in Heil, You cannot my eſcape this puniſh-, 
ment; You may ſhuffle the thoughts of God and; 
future-wrath out of yoar minde for a tume,you may 
buſie your thanghts about other things whilit you. 
are here ; but all theſe things will ſhortly ſhrink, 
away from you , and l:ave you naked , and you_ 
mult ſtand before God to be jadg'd by him, ard to” 
be condemned by him, and to be puniſhed by him; 
God will - meet-you as a Bcar þcreayed of her 
whelps , and rend the caul of your h:art, or itke a 
roaring Lion, and tear you in picces; when there , 
ſhall -be none rodeliver , God will rake you 1nto - 
his hand,and throw you out of his preſence into the. 
bottomleſs gulph of -unquerchable burnings : me 
thinks this ſhould awaken you. | | 

Fonrthly, And Izſtily, conſider the cyeriaſtinge,, 
neſs of Hell-tire , and your rorment which there” 
you muſt endure, if you be tound in the number of ' 
unbelievers. The wrath of God will neyer be at an. 
end, the Worm of your conſcience will never dye, 
and the Fire of Hell will pever go out; but the 
ſmoke of your torment will aſcend up for ever.and. 
ever, when you have bcen the ſpace of as many.. 
Years in Hell, as there Stars in the Firmament , as 
| K 3 the 
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FE 7 34. *F: Fire and Brimſtone in Hell, 

®”_ therearedrops ofdew upon the Earth in the morn- 
ing , as there are ſpires of Graſſe which ſpring out 
of the Earth , as there are drops of Warer in the 
Ocean, as are there Sands upon the Sea ſhore, your 
torments will be as far from being aſwaged, and as 
far-from being ended, as at the FA minute of your 
entrance into this dreadful place. As there 1s an 
infinite ſpace of place (1fI may ſo call it ro help our 
apprehenfions) beyond the circumference of the 
Heavens, and the viſible World in compariſon with 
which ten thouſand Millions of worlds wouldnor 
fill up the ſpace of the leaſt ſpeck - ſo there is an in- 
finite ſpace of duration beyond the circumference 
and bounds of time in compariſon with which the 
duration of ten thouſand Millions of worlds for ten 
thouſand Millions of years , would not be ſo much 
as a Minnte , or the leaſt imaginable inſtant , and 
this whole eternity you if wicked muſt ſpend in 
extremity of torment ; the real length of eternal 
torment cannot be meaſured, and the imaginary 
length will be greater (if I may ſo ſay ) becauſe of 
rs miſery. If a ſhort time of miſery here on 

arth ſeem long , what will an eternity of miſery 
ſeem to be in Hel ? when the body is in health,and 
the Soul is ſweetned with delight , time ſteals away 
infenſibly , Years ſeem Months, Months Weeks, 
Weeks Days, Days hours; but when the body is fick 
a:id the Soul imbitrered with ſorrow , a ſhort time 
ſeemeth long, and it paſſeth away flowly in our ap- 
p'chenfion, Hours ſeem Days, Days Weeks, Weeks 
Months , Months Years ; how do we count the 


and time ſeem to have a Leaden heel ; how long 
then will the eternity of miſery in extremity ſeem 
Ip : ' "0 
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. Clock, and reckon the Sands that fall in the glaſſe,” þ 
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to be? I believe thar the ſpace of onequarter of ant © 


hour in Hell will ſeem longer to the damned than © 
a whole life of miſery in this World, yea I think I 
may add that a Minutes pains in Hell will ſeem lon- 
ger tothe wicked than a thouſand years of pleaſures 
in Heaven to the Righteous, who wilt ſweetly paſſe 
forward in the infinite duration of joy, without the 
leaſt trouble or tediouſneſs : ſo that the eternity of 
miſery in Hell will beas it were a double, treble, 
yea thouſand-fold — FP 
Me thinks theſe conſideration ſhould ſtartle all 
you that are afleep in Sin, me thinks they ſhould: 
make your hearts to quake, and every joint totrem-/ 
ble; me thinks the Sinners in Zo ſhould be affraid 
and fearfulneſs ſhould ſurprize the Hypocrites, and 
I ſhould hear ſome of you cry out, as 7/4. 33. 14. 
Who among us ſhall dwell with devonring Fire ? who 
among us ſnall Inhabit everlaſting burnings ? And as 
the ; fl » A#. 16.29, 30. When awakened b 
the Earth-quake , and the imprefiion of guilt made 
by God upoa his conſcience ; Sirs, what ſhall we ds | 
tobe ſaved ? ny 
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CHAP. IX 
4 li. Vſe of Comfort to the Righteons.s. 
ch of you as are Righteous through the perfect 
F. Righteouſneſs of Chriit made yours by Faith, 
without the impuration of which (what ever righ- 
teofnefs you may have within you, becauſe imper- 
fc) it is impotlible you ſhould eſcape the damna- 
rian-of- Hell ; you that are clothcd with the white - 
Robes of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs , under which a1l. 
- your: iniquities are covered, and withaj! have the 
Spirirof Chriſt given unto you, to work you into a 
chnfoznity unto the Image of Chriſt in yonr rege-. 
neration and Sanctification, which are inſeparably 
Joyaed unto juſtitication by Faith , you may take 
comfort in this. Dorine , which 1s matter of ſuch 
terzgur unto the wicked and Ungodly. As in. 
Sayspjons Riddle out of the ſtrong and feirce Lion, 
cameforth Honey and ſweetneſs : So.this Doctrine 
' which looks with ſach a feirce aſpeRt upon thoſe. 
which are out of Chriſt, yet will yeild ſweetneſs unto 
you which are in him, becauſe there is no condemra- 
rien ito them which.are in Chriſt feſits, Rom.$.1. Be. 
Canife eſs hath delivered you from the wrath to come. . 
1 Theſ. 1.10. Who ſhall lay any thing to your 
charge, when God hath julſtitzed you ? who thall 
condemn you when God hath acquitted you? 
Need you value then the wrath ef men, when you 
are delivered from the wrath of God ? Need you 
fear mens threatnings of remporal puniſhmenr , 
which can reach no farther then the body,when you 
 aredelivered from condemnation to.the eternal pu- 
b.. nfhwent of Soul and-Body in the Lake, which 
2 | © burneth 
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burneth with Fire and Brimſtone ? what thotigh _ © 
you ſhould loſe your eftates ?, yet fince you are ' 
not in danger of lofing your Souls ; what though 
you ſhould be thrown into a Priſon on Earth? yer 
ſince you are not in danger of being thrown into the 
Priſon of Hell , you may take comfort and the con- 
ſideration hereof may alleviate a}l your fears,and 
grief upon the account of any pains and aff » 
which in this life are upon you,or youarein d#n 
of, You may fay of them all}, thefe are fiortt 
torments of Hell , there are light, theotherh 
theſe tort, the other eternal. Lifr vp then v4 
heads with joy : yetalittle while 4nd youſhaff 
what a diff:rence the Lord will put berwegn, 
and the wicked | when they ſhall weep, Fe 

laugh ; when they ſhall mourn, ye tha T6 


lid: 
when they ſhall cry and how! ,, ye ſhal an 
leap for joy.; when they ſhall go with fighingt0 
Hell, and everlaſting horrovur in their hearts; ant* fl 
misth and. joy ſhall flee away-fromthem forever; 
| _ ye ſhall come with ſinging to Heaven , and'ever- 
laſting joy in your hearts , afd all ſorrow and 
mourning ſhall flee away and riever any more be 
fougd. , | | f' $ROMT 
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CHAP: XL 


.  $- Uſe of Exhortation bath to the Wicked 

5 _ and Righteous. © ' 
A Nd now Sinners what will you do? will you 
dare to go on in that broad way of Sin, 
. which ere long will openunder you , and jet you 
down into the hoxxibje gulp of unquerichable burg- 
Ings ?..can you be contented with a portion in this 
.Life, and to reccive all your good things here, and 
.thar, Fire and Brimitone , andeverlaſting burnings 
hall be the portion of your Cup, hereafter ? will 
any pleaſurc of the Fleſh and Sin for a ſeaſon coun- 
Tervaikthatieveriaſting pain and milcry, which will 
FU the bitcer fruit and conſequent of them ? Let me 
' therefore exhore'you without any delay to come 
out of the broad way of Sin, It is the way of Hell, 
and will you. progeed any further inir> Youthat 
ps profane and uncl-an,you that are Swearers,Sab- 
ath-breaker, Scoffers of Religion , Perſecutors of 
Gods people, Drunkardsz Covetous perſons , yea 
all you that are Hypocrites, that are impenſtent 
and unbelieving perſons , give-me leave to ſtop you 
in your courſe , or rither hearken unto the voice of 
God in his Word , who calleth you to turn from 
your evil ways, thatiniquity maynot be your ruine. 
Come out of the broad way , and get into the nar- 
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= row way. Ithath a ſtrait Gate, namely the Gate 
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of Regeneration, this you moſt paſs tharow ; you 
muſt become new Creatures , get new hearts, and 
lead new lives, you mult walk in the narrow way - 
of mgrtificatign, ſplf denial, new obrdience, — ; 
| wiſe + 
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damned , who will be everlaſtingly. burned in the 
Fire of Hell ;, the paſlage is difficult , and the way 
narrow , but both are neceſſary ; it is the 

from Death to Life, and the way from Heil ro Hea- 
ven : Nothing in the World 1s ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, as that which is neceſſary unto Salvation; 
better the belly be without food, than the heart be 
without grace ; better the back be without raiment, 
than the Soul be wichout Righteouſneſs, better be 
ſtarv'd,than damned, better b hang'd than burn'd; 
better dye the moſt painful temporal death , than 
endure the pains of eternal death. What you ſhould 
do that you may be ſaved fromAhe evcriaſting 
burnings of Hell. I refer you fof diretion in my 


' Bookof Words, whereby you maybe ſaved ; 


I have not room for large direQion here. | Bu 

of you which read theſe Lings , 'who have paſſed 
thorow the ſtrait Gate of Rtgeneration , and are 
got into the narrow way / you ate ſafe, you are in 
the way to Heaven. Fearn to admire free grace, 
which hath made the difference between you and 
Vileſt Sinners; uſe your endeavour to bring others 
into the ſame way , commend to them the ways of 
God, both by your Word wad exattple ,” arid pet« 
ſeveer in theſe ways to your lives end ,, be fairhful 
unto the death, that you may receive the Crown of 


Life, I ſhall ſhuc up all with the words of the Apo- +; _: 
ſtle, 1 Cor. 15. 58. Therefore my beloved Brethr\g. w 


be ſteafaſt aud unmwveable, always abounding the work, 
of the Lord ; far as much as ye know your laboxr is 
20t in vain in the Lord, When the wicked are ſted- 
faſt and unmoveable in the ways of Sin, and noar- 
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wiſe you will certainly be numbred enough Fg 
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Wikep they abound always in the work of the Devil, 
wapes which they ſhall reap w(ll be death, 
-urid'wfath , and eyerlaſting burnings it Hell : be 
1% dfaſt and nnmoveable in the ways of the 
Lordi be not alluted by flatteries, not affrighted 
otit of them by threatnings , but abound more and 
more in the work of the Lord, and your reward - 
ſlivlt be everlaſting life and Glory in Heaven. 


4+ Fs 
93+ 44.24 - 
Pr 7 

© : . . . 


. 


r "4 . of 


$:+cog, ny 1 
PEE LEESY TEE a +8 


TT 


/ 622222622 C22224 8 


- 44d 3:3 & z . - . + > a 
"a FINITIS 
* 
© : ; .* b 4% 
s- # #7+# & 3 i 
. 2 G 
; 'S, ! A 


8 4 
/ 
- 4 - } 


| HOOOESESSOOOVVPOPOS 


